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Vernonia Rural Fire Protec­
tion District and Oregon De­
partm ent of Environmental 
Quality have had many com­
plaints about air quality in the 
downtown area of Vernonia, 
because of dense or noxious 
smoke caused by burning. 
Upon investigation, three Ver­
nonia businesses were found 
in noncompliance with legal 
burning practices, according to 
VRFPD Fire Chief Paul Epler. 
Owners of the three business­
es have been warned, but cita­
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tions will be issued if they re­
peat the offense, he added.

“Recent weather patterns 
have also contributed to the 
problem,” Epler said, “with cold 
air at ground level and warm air 
above it, creating an air inver­
sion which keeps the smoke 
from rising.”

Domestic Burn Permits in 
the Vernonia Rural Fire Protec­
tion D istrict allow backyard 
burning of yard debris and 
household paper and card­
board materials. It is not allow­
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able at any time to burn house­
hold waste such as food 
scraps, plastic, aluminum or 
steel cans, styrofoam, furni­
ture, clothing, and petroleum 
products.

Even with a permit, a back­
yard burn can become illegal 
when it emits dense smoke or 
noxious odors which create a 
health hazard. Back yard burn­
ing is not intended as a re­
placement for having garbage 
picked up, Epler explained.

Burning of commercial or in­
dustrial waste -  including card­
board, packaging materials, 
slash piles, and scraps from 
home building or remodeling -  
is not allowed under a back­
yard burning permit. People 
who are growing a commercial 
crop such as hay, wheat and 
trees, must have a land clear­
ing and field-burning permit to 
burn any of the waste. Permits 
to conduct a commercial or in­
dustrial burn are good for only 
10 days and may be issued 
only under conditions ap­
proved by the Oregon Depart­
ment of Forestry and/or DEQ.

At this time, residents of the 
Vernonia Rural Fire Protection 
District have up to nine months 
a year when they may burn

with permits. If there are too 
many complaints about degra­
dation of air quality because of 
failure to comply with local reg­
ulations, the DEQ has the au­
thority to assume responsibility. 
If that occurs, VRFPD resi­
dents will likely fall under the 
same limited burning regula­
tions as most of Washington

WINTER FIRE SAFETY TIPS
• Make sure space heaters, fireplaces and wood stoves are in

good working condition. Clean chimneys at least once a 
year.

• Never use fuel burning units without proper venting to the out­
side, as deadly fumes are produced by burning kerosene, 
propane and coal.

• Never close the damper with hot coals in the fireplace or
stove.

• Always use a screen in front of the fireplace.
• Always use the proper fuel for each type of heater. Using non-

approved fuels can be extremely dangerous.
• Never attempt to accelerate a fire with kerosene or gasoline.

Both can “flash back” to the container with serious conse­
quences. Store these fuels outside of the home.

• Maintain adequate clearance around all heating devices to
ensure they are clear of combustible materials.

• Make sure house wiring is adequate and do not overload cir­
cuits when using electric heaters.

• Never use an electric space heater in the bathroom and nev­
er touch one when your body is wet.

• Keep young children away from space heaters and other
sources of ignition.

• Never dispose of Christmas trees by burning them in the fire
place. Avoid creating roaring fires that can ignite soot in the 
chimney.

County. That can be prevented 
by burning dry fuels on days 
that allow smoke to dissipate 
without bothering others.

For a backyard burn permit 
or for further information, call 
Vernonia Rural Fire Protection 
District office at 503-429-8252, 
weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.
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DANA LEE ENTERPRISES, INC.
Serving the Greater Portland Area

Com plete Water Systems 
Water Storage Systems • Flow Tests 

TWO GENERATIONS OF RELIABLE SERVICE

P.O. Box 112 503- 324-2361
Banks, OR 97106 Pager: 503-323-5605
CCB #103897 Fax: 503-324-2203

—

FALL CREEK 
WOODWORKING

WOOD FLOORS
INSTALLED «
REFINISHED

503-429-4351
Cory Colburn

11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR 97064 • CCB #79876

Pittsburg
Construction

Sma/Z Concrete Une Pumping

Foundations • Flatworn 
Slopes • Footings 
Retaining W alls 
S U U l I M

mil M9: 1-9ThU9-UH\
C C B  #123307

DEVLAEMINCK
WELL DRILLING

FREE ESTIMATES
Water Wells 
Since 1950

• Flow Tests
• Domestic & Irrigation
• Water Quality Samples
• Well Monitoring
• Abandonments

Licensed & Bonded

1-503-647-2864

Cabinets • Doors • Millwork 
Cabinetry -  Custom & Euro 

Formica Countertops

503-429-9045
Cell 680-5484 • Fax 429-8059

16819 Timber Rd., Vernonia, OR 97064 • CCB# 123466

VERNONIA PACKAGING 
& SHIPPING SERVICE

OVERNITE SERVICE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
UPS • FEDEX • AIRBORNE
Boxes & Packing Materials

503-429-3810
8:30 am-3 pm • 998 Bride

COPY &  FA X  S E R V IC E
Enlargements • Reductions 

8-1/2 x 11”, 8-1/2 x 14”, 11 x 17” 
White, Pastels, Brights

The INDEPENDENT
725 Bridge Street, Vernonia • 503-429-9410

A T o u c h  of C las s
Interior Design & Consultation 

Judy Egge: 503-429-7200 I
G o o k in

P L U M B IN G , IN C
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
RETAIL SALES & SERVICE

278 NE SUNSET AVE., BANKS I503-324-7922
Licensed -  Bonded -  Insu red  -  C C B # 135321

STORAGE, TOO
OPEN 10-5 TUES-SAT • 12-4 SUNDAYS • CLOSED MONDAYS

RV STORAGE
ENCLOSED STORAGE

PADLOCKS AVAILABLE

503-429-STOR or 503-429-7867
58605 Nehalem Hwy. S., Vernonia, OR 97064

C? Simply Delicious
CATERING

FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Large and Small Groups 

Social and Corporate Gatherings

Call Patti Ogden 503-429-7700
^ ^ 2 0 J f e a r s  E x £ e r ie n c e ^ ^ >

Free Quotes 
and Event 
Planning 

Consultation

Custom Tractor Work
ROTOTILLING -  FIELD MOWING 

TRENCHING -  DRIVEWAYS 
BACK HOE SERVICE

Call Greg:
5 0 3 -3 2 4 -3 5 0 3

CCB#83667CK
STEVE HEMEON* 1-503-755-2767

QUALITY SANDY LOAM TOP SOIL

Pit
Run

Crushed
Rock

PAT’S SEPTIC SERVICE
Septic Tank Pumping 
1 -8 0 0 -9 5 3 -4 6 3 2

BEAUTY BARK
YOU CALL, WE HAUL

LOW, LOW PRICES 
24-HOUR SERVICE 

LOCATED IN 
ST. HELENS

Double-D
Old Timer 
Log Homes

Your Land or Ours • Your Plan or Ours

5 0 3 -4 2 9 -3 4 4 4
925 Riverside Dr., Vernonia, OR 97064


