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iologists studying virus found in Alsea fish hatchery steelhead
Infectious Hematopoietic 

virus (IHNV) has been detect­
ed in adult steelhead spawned 
at the Alsea Hatchery. This 
virus is occasionally found in 
other wild and hatchery stocks 
in the Pacific Northwest; how­
ever, this is the first time it has 
been detected in the Alsea Riv­
er system. Fishery managers 
are concerned and are taking 
steps to minimize risks associ­
ated with the discovery.

IHNV was diagnosed follow­
ing a routine sampling of adult 
winter steelhead that were 
spawned at the hatchery in late 
December. The virus seldom 
causes disease in adult fish; 
though it can be fatal to juve­
nile fish. Although the virus can 
be transmitted from the adult 
fish to progeny through the 
spawning process, it appears 
to happen rarely. IHNV is 
sometimes found in steelhead 
adults in the Columbia River 
system, including Willamette 
tributaries such as the Santi- 
am, McKenzie and Clackamas 
rivers. This virus is found pri­
marily in salmon and trout and 
is harmless to humans.

“Our goal is to contain the 
disease within the adults and 
not allow it to pass on to their

progeny," said Alsea Hatchery 
Manager Tim Schamber. “We 
will test each individual winter 
steelhead, both male and fe­
male and the resultant fertilized 
eggs will be kept separate. In­
fected eggs will be destroyed."

Adult female steelhead, 
which unlike salmon, often sur­
vive to spawn in succeeding 
years, will be released back 
into the Alsea River estuary.

Consumer Guide to Oregon Insurance Complaints
Oregonians can learn how 

their insurance company treats 
its policyholders from the latest 
edition of the Consumer Guide 
to Oregon Insurance Com­
plaints. The award-winning re­
port, published annually by the 
Oregon Insurance Division, 
ranks insurance companies 
from best to worst based on the 
premiums they earned in Ore­
gon and the number of con­
sumer complaints received by 
the division.

“Complaint statistics give 
consumers another way to 
measure an insurance compa­
ny against its competitors,” 
said to Kathy Barrie, consumer 
advocate for the Insurance Di­
vision. “A smart shopper looks 
not only at a company’s premi-

Since they have been stripped 
of eggs, the females will head 
back to the ocean. Should they 
return again next year, there is 
a good chance that even the in­
fected females may be free of 
the disease. IHNV infected 
adults sometimes shed the dis­
ease during another year in 
salt water.

Disposition of the males is 
somewhat more difficult. Steel-

ums and financial strength, but 
also at its complaint record, 
which is a good indicator of 
customer satisfaction.”

The latest report covers 
complaints closed by the Insur­
ance Division in 1998 in six 
major lines of insurance: per­
sonal auto, homeowner, health, 
health care service contractors, 
life, and annuities. In addition 
to the complaint rankings, the 
booklet includes tips con­
sumers can use to help make 
informed insurance decisions
and to save money.

Oregon was one of only six 
states to receive an “A+” grade 
from the Consumer Federation 
of America (CFA) last year for 
publishing comprehensive in­
formation about complaints

head males who have been 
spawned cannot be counted 
upon to return directly to the 
ocean if released in the estu­
ary. There is a much greater 
chance they might turn around 
and head back upriver into the 
hatchery or natural production 
areas.

Biologists gave serious con­
sideration to releasing the 
males in lakes and ponds

against insurance companies. 
The booklet is available on

the Insurance Division’s Web 
site www.cbs.state.or.us/ins or 
a free printed copy can be or­
dered by writing to: Publica­
tions, Oregon Insurance Divi­
sion, 350 Winter St. NE, Room 
440, Salem, OR 97301-3883.

Your voice is heard when 

you speak from the ballot 
box, so please

Register and Vote

where they would continue a 
long-standing and popular pro­
gram of expanded fishing op­

portunities. However, concern 
about spread of the disease to 
other watersheds led to the de­
cision to kill and remove the
males. Most will be provided to 
food share organizations. 
Those in poor condition will be 
sent to a rendering plant.

A more detailed report that 
shows how consumer com­
plaints were resolved is avail­
able for $25. To order a copy of 
the Complaint Report, Part II, 
send a check payable to De­
partment of Consumer and 
Business Services at the ad­
dress above.
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Service Directory in the Upper Nehalem Valley
STEVE HEMEON •  755 -2767
• Pit Run
• Crushed Rock 

All Sizes

• Beach Sand 
• Cement Sand

YOU CALL, WE HAUL
BEAUTY BARKDUST

FALL CREEK 
WOODWORKING

WOOD FLOORS
INSTALLED &
REFINISHED

429-4351
Cory Colburn

11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR 97064 • CCB #79876

Heating, Air Conditioning, Air Duct Cleaning
SALES & SERVICE

503*439-9357
Our Warranty : 5 Years on 

Parts and Labor
Hillsboro ccb# 76115

NORTHW EST EXCAVATING SERVICES
OR LIC. 106893 DEQ 37308

Licensed Septic Installations • Ditches • Site Preparation 
• Land Clearing & Leveling • Driveways • Drain Fields 

LICENSED * BONDED • INSURED

Dick T itu s -4 2 9 -1 4 9 2
57230 Timber Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

DEVLAEMINCK 
WELL DRILLING 

FREE ESTIMATES
Water Wells 
Since 1950

• Flow Tests
• Domestic & Irrigation
• Water Quality Samples
• Well Monitoring
• Abandonments

Licensed S Bonded

647-2864

THE YA R D  D O C T O R , IN C .
Landscaping • Sprinkler systems

Allen Reinsch • 429-4761
P. O. Box 316, Vernonia, OR 97064 • LCB 5012

P R E C IS IO N  PUM P, IN C .
Complete Water Systems 

Water Storage Systems • Flow Tests

P.O. Box 112 
Banks, OR 97106 
CCB #103897

324-2361
Pager: 323-5605 

Fax: 324-2203

TOO
OPEN 10-6 TUES-SAT • 12-4 SUNDAYS • CLOSED MONDAYS

RV STORAGE
ENCLOSED STORAGE

PADLOCKS AVAILABLE

429-STOR or 429-7867
58605 Nehalem Hwy. S., Vernonia, OR 97064

K. SCHWARZ
CONSTRUCTION--------

Septic Systems -  Standard & Alternative • Sewer
Lines • Land Clearing • Mobile Pads • Concrete Work 

Roads • Driveways • Low Ground Pressure Equip. Available 

Septics from $3000 FREE ESTIMATES CCB#125615

503-397-1372

O a k  V i l l a g e  L a u n d r y

324-3028
COIh OPERATED •  OPEN: 8:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. DAILY 

668 S. MAIN 503-324-3018
BANKS, OR 97106 PQR 575-4758

COPY & TBX SERVICE
Enlargements • Reductions 

8-1/2 x 11”, 8-1/2 x 14”, 11 x 17” 
White, Pastels, Brights

The INDEPENDENT
725 Bridge Street, Vernonia • 429-9410

LEE’S RENTALS
Tractor w/Backhoe 

Multiple Attachments 
Shop Tools & Equipment

4 2 9-3010
58029 Pebble Creek Road, Vernonia

NEHALEM VALLEY PUMP CO.
Pumps • Pressure Systems

Filtration • Chlorination 
. Low Well-Output Holding Systems

Complete Water Systems, 
from the well to the faucet.

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
PVC Plumbing Pipe & Fittings

Hoisting Service Available — Roofing, Trusses, etc.

429-7311
CCB #84814

VAUGHN’S WATHt CONDITIONIN«
PAT’S SEPTIC SERVICE

Septic Tank Pumping
1-800-953-
LOW, LOW PRICES 
24-HOUR SERVICE 

LOCATED IN 
ST. HELENS
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