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From page 16
Younger kids waiting to play 

in YOUR game, sit in the 
bleachers and be a good audi­
ence.

Parents with young chil­
dren—the football stadium is 
not your personal daycare cen­
ter. If your young children can’t 
sit still for the game, PLEASE 
LEAVE THEM HOME!! They 
have no business jumping and 
running through puddles, slid­
ing down banisters, and run­
ning up and down the bleach­
ers. They need to learn appro­
priate tehavior. Perhaps this 
would be a good time to teach 
them.

Be attentive, be supportive, 
and above all, be respectful. 
These seventh and eighth 
graders have worked very hard 
to be on the football field. This 
is their time to shine. Let them.

Alice Brock
Vernonia

Corrections officer 
asks support for jail

To the Editor:
My name is Wayne Thomp­

son. Most of the “old timers" 
around know me, but a lot of

the “new comers” may not.
I was born and raised in Co­

lumbia County and have seen 
the rapid growth of population 
along with the increase in 
crimes. I’ve worked at the Co­
lumbia County Jail since 1977 
and am heading into my twen­
ty-second year as a correction­
al officer.

I’m writing this letter in sup­
port of the jail levy because our 
present jail is inadequate in 
size, which puts our staff and 
inmates in serious danger. An­
other reason is from seeing 
other counties in the past who 
were in our present position. 
They ended up putting out 
money on lawsuits and lawyers 
and then paying for a new jail 
on top of it. By building a new 
jail here in our county, we can 
save quite a lump sum of mon­
ey by avoiding the unneces­
sary lawsuits.

Be sure to get out and vote!
Sincerely,

Wayne Thompson 
Rainier

Don’t let 9-1-1 have 
a crisis of its own
To the Editor:

Columbia County has been

made aware of what will hap­
pen if our Measure 5-51 for 
9-1-1 passes. We think it is 
only fair to inform the public of 
what will happen if the mea­
sure does not pass.

Many people are under the 
impression that Measure 5-51 
is only for enhanced 9-1-1 and 
a new building to house it. 
Those are two very important 
components of the measure, 
but not all of it. This measure is 
also an operating levy so we 
can continue to provide the 
same high level of service to 
the public, and public safety 
agencies.

The Coumbia 9-1-1 Com­
munications District is respon­
sible for answering 12 emer­
gency phone lines as well as 
11 business or “non-emer­
gency” lines. We are also re­
sponsible for answering all ra­
dios and dispatch calls for all 
police, fire and medical person­
nel in Columbia County. That 
totals 16 radio frequencies.

If Measure 5-51 does not 
pass, we are realistically look­
ing at reducing the number of 
dispatchers to handle an in­
creasing amount of calls. What 
this means to the public is that 
we will only have one or two

Communications Specialists 
on duty at a time, instead of the 
two to four we have on duty 24 
hours a day now. This will have 
drastic effects on the level of 
service provided.

What kind of “drastic” ef­
fects? People who call for ser­
vice on 9-1-1 or on the non- 
emergency phone lines run the 
risk of being put on hold. The 
processing of calls will be slow­
er as fewer dispatchers will be 
handling all the duties of taking 
the call, determining the proper 
agency and dispatching it over 
the radio, while trying to an­
swer other phones and radios. 
Emergency callers are already 
experiencing busy signals 
when they dial 9-1-1 due to the 
fact that each city only has two 
9-1-1 trunks. With enhanced 
9-1-1 there will be multiple 
lines for all cities.

Please do not let this poten­
tial for improvement of services 
turn into a crisis. Our goal as 
9-1-1 Communication Special­
ists and members of our com­
munities is to provide the 
fastest, most reliable service 
possible. Help us to achieve 
this goal. VOTE YES ON MEA­
SURE 5-51.

Thank you,

Keri L. Simmons, President 
Columbia 9-1-1 Communica­

tions District Union
Columbia City

A view of county 
commission seekers

To the Editor:
I attended the recent Candi­

dates Fair held at the Village 
Inn (St. Helens, Oct. 1). I feel 
the need to respond to several 
issues.

First when Rita Bernhard 
stated that these last 3-1/2 
years while Joel Yarbor has 
been a County Commissioner 
have been the worst years for 
our county, I would like to ask 
her to speak with the employ­
ees in the Courthouse. They 
support him, his organizing 
skills, and his “team effort” ap­
proach to issues. I also find it 
interesting that Rita says that 
she will bring consistent direc­
tion to the county. Isn’t the 
Scappoose City Council a 
mess these days? How does 
she [a Scappoose councilor] 
feel she can run an entire 
county, when she can’t even 
run the City Council?

Please see page 18
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K. SCHWARZ
CONSTRUCTION

Septic Systems -  Standard & Alternative • Sewer
Lines • Land Clearing • Mobile Pads • Concrete Work 

Roads • Driveways • Low Ground Pressure Equip. Available 

Septics from $3000 FREE ESTIMATES CCB#125615

503-397-1372

Turning Point Construction
Residential & Commercial 

Remodel • Floors • Decks 
New Construction

(503) 429-7865
S h a w n  N a e v e C C B  # 1 3 1 7 0 7

PRECISION PUMP, INC.
Complete Water Systems 

Water Storage Systems • Flow Tests

P.O. Box 112 
Banks, OR 97106 
CCB #103897

(503) 324-2361
Pager (503) 323-5605 

Fax: (503) 324-2203

THE YARD DOCTOR, INC.
Landscaping • Sprinkler systems

Allen Reinsch • 429-4761
P. O. Box 316, Vernonia, OR 97064 • LCB 5012

FINE BUSINESS PRINTING
Business Cards • Custom Forms 
Envelopes • Invoices • Letterhead

The INDEPENDENT 
429-9410

725 Bridge Street, Vernonia

FALL CREEK 
WOODWORKING

Wood Floors
INSTALLED &
REFINISHED

429-4351
Cory Colburn

11561 Keasey Road, Vernonia, OR 97064 • CCB #79876

w.
NORTHWEST EXCAVATING SERVICES

OR LIC. 106893 DEQ 37308
Licensed Septic Installations • Ditches • Site Preparation 

• Land Clearing & Leveling • Driveways • Drain Fields
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Dick Titus -  429-1492
57230 Timber Road, Vernonia, OR 97064

O ak Village Laundry

503-324-3018
W

COIh OPERATED •  OPEh: 8:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. DAILY 
NEXT TO JIM'S MARKET IN BANKS 

Dry Cleaning and Bulk Wash <Sr Fold Service Available

QUALITY SIDING 
EXTERIORS

QUALITY VINYL SIDING
Windows • Decks • Screened Porches

(5031429-9052 e x

Tim Swafford • 10 Years Exp. • Bonded • Licensed • CCB #129996

T h e  P E S T  G U Y
PEST CONTROL

Licensed -  Bonded -  Insured 
CCB# 130293

GARY GRESSETT, OWNER-OPERATOR

A N T S
to

W E E D S

1-888-PEST G U Y  
1-503-556-1266

LpN^XfE
ROOFING

RESIDENTIAL &  COMMERCIAL
HAND-NAILED COMPOSITION SHAKES • TAR & GRAVEL 

1-PLY • MINOR STRUCTURAL REPAIRS

(503)429-4003 ■ 1-88S429-4003
DAVE JENSEN CCB #114024 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAT’S SEPTIC SERVICE
Septic Tank Pumping 
1-800-953-4632

LOW, LOW PRICES 
24-HOUR SERVICE 

LOCATED IN 
ST. HELENS

the NEW WAY
MOVING & STORAGE

1-800-570-5296
World Wide Movers
Paul Arpin Vanlines Agency 

540 Milton Way 
St. Helens, OR 97051

ROOFING

INSULATION

Vigoren Roofing
Rainier CCB #16190

STÏVC MMtON • 755-2767
•  P it R un
•  C rushed  Rock  

A ll Sizes

Q u a lity  Top Soil 
P  •  Beach Sand  

•  C em en t Sand

YOU CALL, M  HAUL
BEAUTY BARKDUST

Johnny B ’s Enterprises
SPECIALIZING IN SHEETROCK TAPING 
MACHINE & HAND BROCADE CEILINGS 

WALL TEXTURE & PAINTING
Licensed A Bonded CCB No. 535680

429-8030
797 Alabama Ave., Vernonia. OR 97064
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