
Replace me with
Hopson, Josi says

To the Editor:
I want to publicly state my 

support for Elaine Hopson to 
assume the seat I am leaving 
as Representative of House 
District #2. Elaine has been an 
active part of our community as 
both the superintendent of 
schools and as a member of 
numerous community organi­
zations and activities. During 
her more than thirty years in 
Oregon, she has lived in rural 
areas and has always con-

present small jail or were not 
lodged at all because there 
was no room in the jail.

A small tax of thirty-eight 
dollars per year on a one hun­
dred thousand dollar house will 
allow our county to build a larg­
er jail so that criminals can go 
to jail when arrested or sen­
tenced, which should help to 
keep our county safe. Please 
vote yes for our Columbia 
County jail.

• Sincerely,
Bobby Jo Brusco-Harding 

Rainier

Income needed from 
family tree farm

To the Editor:
My mom and dad pur­

chased a forty acre farm in 
Columbia County in 1948. We 
tried to clear the land for pas­
ture and strawberries, but the 
Douglas Fir trees kept coming 
back on about 15 acres, so we 
gave up and let them grow.

In the early 50s we sold sev-
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buy a new Ford tractor and 
equipment to go with it. A few 
years later there was some 
blowdown—not enough for a 
truckload—so the folks had a 
man with a sawmill come in 
and saw the logs into boards 
for a shop building.

In the 80s when they need­
ed extra money, they cut a few 
trees. In 1991 we had a few 
acres of blowdown so we 
clearcut about four acres. My 
dad passed away in 1996 and 
Mom had to clearcut a few 
more acres last year. Now the 
trees she has left have been 
planned as part of her income 
for her old age.

If Measure 64 passes she 
won’t be able to cut any more 
trees to help with her expens­
es. PLEASE VOTE NO ON 64.

Tom Budge 
Vernonia

Vote again for needed 
9-1-1 improvements

To the Editor:
As many of you know, 

Columbia 9-1-1 is in the midst 
of a crisis. We are trying to sur­
vive on outdated equipment 
and our resources are dwin­
dling. So we called upon the 
voters of Columbia County for 
help.

Measure 5-43, which would 
have provided Columbia 9-1-1 
with much needed additional 
funding, received 57 percent 
Yes votes in September’s elec­
tion. Yet, despite this resound­
ing support, we fell 1,040 bal­
lots short of the 50 percent 
turnout required for that elec­
tion, and the result was 
declared invalid.

That is why Columbia 9-1-1 
Please see page 13

Seniors need to 
write in Mike Sykes

To the Editor:
As a senior citizen, I am 

very concerned about senior 
services in Columbia County 
and that is why I will be casting 
my vote for Michael Sykes as 
County Commissioner. Mike 
has always been a strong 
advocate for seniors because 
of his genuine concern for 
them.

Mike supported seniors in 
1992 when the county Budget

witnessing a growing problem in this regard. The 
answers typically provided by the professionals 
and experts are many:

• parents are over-extended in attempting to 
earn a living;

• the schools no longer provide discipline or officer tried to eliminate county
direction to youth regarding conduct; funds for COLCO and the meal

‘  parents are prevented tom  disciplining programs. Sykes was instru­
mental in protecting these vital 
resources for the seniors of 

kids are being taught that attention to Columbia County. COLCO and 
parental guidance and authority is not neces- the meal programs are a life-
sary’, . .  . , x . line for many seniors in our

ids have lost all respect for adults and are community and they must con- 
not accountable; tinue. We need Michael Sykes

• kids are given too much and have no val- back in office to ensure that 
(J6S ‘ .. t senior services are protected. I
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The recent controversy surrounding two pro­
posed ordinances directed at dealing with youth 
is worthy of further discussion. In a nutshell, the 
proposed laws would have introduced a daytime 
curfew and emphasized the need for parental
«  : hbe, ordinances r e read ° nce'
publicized for public review and comment, and intervention- 
then discussed at length with public input prior to 
a second reading and vote. Public sentiment 
was strongly opposed to adoption and the ordi­
nances were consequently voted down by City 
Council.

Have the ordinances gone away? Yes, for the 
present, at least. Interestingly, the State is eval­
uating a parental responsibility law. More impor

Pat O’Mara 
St. Helens

Urges support for 
county jail bonds

To the Editor:
Columbia County needs a 

new jail! I do not often support 
tax increases nor do I like to
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