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First a “practice” fire, then the real thing for Vernonia firefighters

bf'.-:\v‘r
\

e iy

oy —.
e,

o, ey o

e

P i

-

9

Firefighters with the Ver-
nonia Rural Fire Protection
District spent 12 hours on the
job Sunday, May 18, with part
of it planned and part of it not
planned.

Sunday morning was al-
ready scheduled for a prac-
tice burn — a training exercise
where the department delib-

erately bumns a structure that
no longer has any value -
that started about 8:00 a.m.
on A Street.

Practice burns are con-
trolled by experienced fire-
fighters manning the hoses to
keep the structure from burn-
ing too fast. Among other
things, this provides the op-

E-VRFPD hot dogs, rummage sale

A rummage sale and hot
dog feed will be held over the
Memorial Day weekend, May
23-26, at the Elsie-Vinemaple
Fire Station on Highwy 26
across from Elderberry Inn.

Anyone wishing to sell their
own merchandise may rent

booth space. Good, saleable
donations are still needed, as
well. Call 755-2233 or 755-
2407 for more information.

The fund raiser is being
sponsored by the Elsie-
Vinemaple Firefighters Asso-
ciation.

Vernonia PD hosts Bicycle Rodeo

A Bicycle Rodeo will be
held Saturday, May 31, 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. behind
Washington Grade School in
Vernonia.

There will be an obstacle
course and instructions on
safe bicycle handling. The
Vernonia Police Department,
which is sponsoring the Bike
Rodeo, will register bicycles,
provide safety inspections,
and furnish “bicycle manu-
als.”

Also available will be hel-
mets for students who do not
have one (quantities limited),
and free T-shirts, while they

Students, age 14 or under,
are welcome to register bikes
at the Rodeo. Bring your bike
and your helmet!

Burn Permits needed

A Burn Permit is required
for anyone who wants to have
a fire outdoors. Burn Permits
are available from the Ver-
nonia Fire Department, 555
E. Bridge St., weekdays from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For Burn Day information,
call 429-8004. All other busi-
ness should be directed to
429-8252.

portunity for those with less
experience to practice enter-
ing a burning building while
using breathing equipment.
Training officers stay with the
trainees at all times.

The slow burn also means
that a fire that could be extin-
guished in an hour or less
may take up to three hours.

Just as the crew returned
from the practice burn to the
fire station, an out-of-control
fire was reported near Pebble
Creek Road, putting them
(and other volunteer firefight-

Address sign project
nearing completion

The rural addressing pro-
gram undertaken by the Ver-
nonia Volunteer Firefighters is
almost complete. There are
only a small number of roads
not marked with the signs.

If you do not have one of
the reflective green signs with
white numbers marking your
address, please call the Fire
Department at 429-8252 and
let them know. They will be
sure to get one to you.

The volunteers also want
to thank all who donated $10
per sign; it has helped make
the program possible. Dona-
tions will be gratefully accept-
ed to help with the program.
They may be mailed to Ver-
nonia Fire Department, P.O.
Box 346, Vernonia 97064.

ers) on the job in a very real
situation.

In the 4-1/2 hours before
the fire was extinguished, it
burned approximately three
acres and called on the skills
of twenty-two firefighters, 18
from VRFPD and four from
Mist-Birkenfeld Rural Fire
Protection District. Equipment
used included one pumper
and two tenders (tankers)
from Vemonia, two tenders

from M-B, and a Vernonia
ambulance standing by.

In addition, three Mist fire-
fighters and a pumper from
M-BRFPD were stationed at
the Vemonia fire hall in case
another call came in.

After returning from the
fire, the volunteers still had to
clean up the equipment and
get it ready for the next call.
They finished about 8:00 p.m.
Sunday night.

Truck Driving School
for Columbia County Workers
who have been
Laid Off or are Out of Work

MTC has funding to retrain a limited number of eligible people.
You must apply for this training before June 2, 1997.

MTC will be working with [ITR
(International Institute of Transportation Resource, INC.)
to provide the training in the St. Helens area.

If you have been working but are now out of work come to:

Management & Training Corporation
500 N. Columbia River Hwy., Suite 300
St. Helens, Oregon 97051
1 503-397-6495 or TDD 503-325-6109

Find out more about a Career in Truck Driving

MTC Is an Equal Opportunity Program with Eligiblity Requirements.
Auxiliary Aids and Services Avallable Upon Request.
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