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Preparation is best way to stay safe during winter storm hazards
his is one o f a senes of articles n laces  KPPn in  the hoa)nrThis is one o f a series of articles 

prepared by the Columbia Coun­
ty Office of Emergency Manage­
ment

One of the most common 
types of disaster that affects 
our local area is a winter 
storm in the form of freezing 
rain, sleet, ice and snow. The 
first line of protection is to be 
aware of weather conditions 
in your area. By observing 
storm warnings, adequate 
preparation can be made to 
lessen the impact of haz­
ardous weather conditions. 
Learn and understand weath­
er forecasting terms com­
monly used in our area.

A winter storm could iso­
late you in your home for sev­
eral days. Be prepared to be 
without electricity and con­
ventional forms of heating 
and cooking. Keep an ade­
quate supply of heating fuel 
on hand and use it sparingly. 
Your regular supplies may be 
curtailed by storm conditions.
If necessary, conserve fuel by 
temporarily closing off un­
used rooms or by keeping the 
house cooler than usual. 
Common examples of emer­
gency heating equipment are 
camp stoves, kerosene 
heaters, or woodstoves/fire-

places. Keep in mind that 
there is danger of house-fire if 
emergency equipment is not 
used properly.

Things to keep on hand in­
clude simple hand tools and 
equipment needed to light a 
fire; flashlights & batteries, or 
a supply of candles or 
lanterns to provide light in 
case of power failure; and an 
emergency supply of foods 
that do not require refrigera­
tion or cooking. Also stock an 
emergency supply of water.

Keep calm if you get in 
trouble:

If your car breaks down 
during a storm, or if you be­
come stalled or lost, don’t 
panic. Think the problem 
through, decide what is the 
safest and best thing to do, 
and then do it slowly and 
carefully. If a storm traps you 
on the road, pull off the road, 
stay calm and remain in your 
car, where rescuers are most 
likely to find you. Turn your di­
rectional lights or emergency 
flashers on, raise the hood of
the car, or hang a cloth from 
the radio aerial or a car win­
dow. Then stay in your car 
and wait for help to arrive. 
Don’t try to walk through a 
blizzard to safety.

Don’t waste gas by running

the heater continuously. Be 
aware of the danger of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. Open a 
window for ventilation and pe­
riodically clear away snow 
from the exhaust pipe.

Exercise to maintain body 
heat. Move arms and legs
vigorously and move around 
within the car. Never let 
everyone in the car sleep at 
the same time. At night turn 
the dome light on so work 
crews may spot you.

Over-exertion:
Stay indoors during storms

and cold snaps unless [you 
are] in peak physical condi­
tion. If you must venture out­
side, avoid over-exertion. 
Cold weather puts an extra 
strain on the heart. If you add 
unaccustomed exercise, such 
as shoveling snow or pushing 
a car, you may risk heart at­
tack or stroke.

Dress to fit the weather: 
Cover your mouth to pro­

tect your lungs from extreme­
ly cold air. Thin layers of 
loose-fitting clothing trap 
body heat while permitting air 
to circulate. Layers can be re­
moved to prevent perspiring 
and subsequent chill. Outer 
clothing should be tightly wo­
ven, water repellant, and 
hooded. Mittens, snug at the

wrist, are better than fingered warmed by body heat, is the 
gloves. Remember that best protection against cold,
trapped, insulating air,

WEATHER FORECASTING TERMS
• Winter Storm Watch: severe winter weather conditions may 
affect your area. Freezing rain, sleet, or heavy snow may occur 
either separately or in combination thereof.
• W inter Storm Warning: severe winter weather conditions are 
imminent.

High Wind Watch: sustained winds of at least 40 mph, or 
gusts of at least 50 mph or greater, are expected to last for at 
least one hour. (In some areas this means strong, gusty winds 
occurring in shorter time periods.)

Travelers’ Advisories: issued to indicate that falling snow, 
drifting snow, freezing rain, sleet, or strong winds may make dri­
ving difficult.

New China Restaurant
Chinese Er American Foob

H C% January Special 
I w Off Lunch Prices

MON - FRI., 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM
DINNER SERVED: MON - THUR 3-10 PM 
FRI - SAT UNTIL 11 PM • SUN UNTIL 9 PM 

OPEN DAILY 10:30 A.M.
Foob To Go

669 Mist Drive, Vernonia
I

429-WS

■Manning Merchants
W O O D  P E L L E T S
• Bear Mountain • Golden Fire

$I55 /T on  • $175/T on
M Y R O N  D U Y C K

BANKS HAHWARE
JANUARY $ £ * 9 7  TWO TUFF LITE 
SPECIAL Both for W  FLASHLIGHTS

2-Cell w/D batteries & 2-Cell w/AA batteries • Batteries Included! 
Waterproof • Lifetime Warranty • Reg. $14 59

2 Miles south of Banks on Hwy. 47 
42425 NW Greenville Road • Forest Grove, OR 97116

Keep the Holidays Happy
Don't Drink and Drive

Ye OWe Dingheber |
Pi® S Restaurant

VISA & Ä».
MasterCard

We have 
ATM Access

BREAKFAST SERVED
Sat & Sun » 9 am - Noon

OPEN
NEW YEAR’S EVE

AND
NEW YEAR'S DAY

A l l  LOTTERY GAMES AVAILABLE
47100 NW Sunset Hwy. 

Manning • 324-4848

S U N S E T
L A U N D R Y

Wash 75c 
Dry 25c

180 S. Main Street 
Banks, Oregon

JR IG G IN  
I  PA N TS
Reg. or Blue

*24“ s25
|up to sz. 40 SZ. 40 & up

H IC K O R Y  
S H IR TS
Button or Zipper

*24“ *25
|up to sz. 40 sz. 40 & up]

BANKS AUTO 
PARTS

L01N. MAIN ■ 324-1060|

50

!50

Strassel's A uto Repair & Hydraulic
12-4-6 Spiral Wire • Flange Head • Suction Hoses 

Adaptors • 3Z16“ to 2" • Bulk Oil Products
~ Sunset, Banks » 324-9801

l l E E T H  & ASSO CIATES
• TELECOMMUNICATIONS • SECURITY SYSTEMS 
•CELLULAR PHONES & ACCESSORIES

(503) 324-3737 (800) 723-3737
180 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE C, BANKS, OR 97106

STIHL  S T A B T S A T  s6995
NEW YEAR VALUES IN STIHL TERRITORY

STIHL 017 CHAIN SAW

With 14’ 
Bar & Chain_

1 5 H o rse p o w e r 8 36 lb po w e rtie a d  

Reg $209.95

S199.95

CARRYING CASE AND 
) EXTRA CHAIN WITH

PURCHASE OF 
017 CHAIN SAW 

A *4 5 °°  VALUE

STIHL BE55 ELECTRIC BLOWER
• Powerful 
Quiet

• Two speeds 

Reg. $79.95

*69.95
AVAILABLE IN STIHL TERRITORY AT

STIHL 
ELECTRIC 
TRIMMER

FE55
• Powerful 

• Quiet 
Lightweight, 
only 9 25 lbs 

Two-year warranty 

Reg. $99 95

*89.95

BANKS AUTO I ____
101 N. Main St-, Banks • 324-1060


