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Property, income tax reductions may ease pain of flood damage
Tax relief will be available 

to many people whose prop­
erty has been harmed by 
flooding, landslides, wind­
storms, etc.

Property that has been 
damaged or destroyed by the 
recent floods will be eligible 
for a partial cancellation of 
1995-96 property taxes, ac­
cording to Columbia County 
Assessor Tom Linhares.

“Many people have suf­
fered te rrib ly  during the 
floods. They shouldn’t have 
to pay the fu ll amount of 
property taxes on their home 
if it has been severely dam­
aged or entirely destroyed,” 
Unhares said.

Property taxes reduction is 
based on the value of the 
damage that has occurred. 
The amount is prorated for 
the number of months the 
property remains damaged.

Due to extensive damage 
in the Nehalem Valley, the as­
sessor’s office will have rep­
resentatives at Vernonia City 
Hall on Wednesday, February 
28 between 10.00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. Applications will be 
available and appraisers will 
be on hand to do site visits 
that same day.

Once an application for 
proration of taxes has been 
submitted, an appraiser from 
the assessor's office will visit 
the property to determine if it 
has been destroyed com ­
pletely or only damaged. The 
dollar amount of loss is then 
calculated. If the property 
cannot be repaired, the 
amount ot taxes for that por­
tion of the value is calculated, 
then prorated for the number 
of months left in the fiscal 
year. In this case, property 
owners would get up to four 
months or one-third of the 
taxes cancelled.

If the property can be re­
paired, the assessor has to 
wait until the repairs are com­
pleted since the refund is for

only those months that the 
property remains damaged. 
Once the owner notifies the 
assessor that the repairs are 
complete, the amount of tax­
es to be canceled can be cal­
culated.

Linhares suggests that 
property owners wait until 
they have an estimate of the 
cost of repairs before they file 
the application form and that 
the estimate be attached to 
the application. Property own­
ers must file their application 
with the county tax collector 
by June 30, 1996.

Property owners who have 
not suffered actual damage 
but feel the market value of 
their property has declined 
because of the flood, may file 
an appeal with the county 
Board of Ratio Review be­
tween July 1 and 15,1996.

An application may be ob­
tained by calling the asses­
sor's office (Columbia Co., 
397-2240; Clatsop Co., 325- 
8522; Washington Co., 648- 
8741) or by picking one up at 
a county courthouse.

Residents of the Oregon

counties included in the Pres­
idential Disaster Declaration 
will also be able to deduct 
qualified casualty losses from 
their federal income taxes. 
The loss may be declared on 
either the 1995 or the 1996 
tax return.

Those who want to claim 
the loss on their 1995 tax re-

turn, but have already filed, 
must file an amended return.

To obtain immediate pro­
cessing for returns, the words 
“Disaster Claim" should be 
written (preferably in red ink) 
on the top center of Form 
1040. The return should be 
mailed to: IRS D isaster 
Claim, PO Box 9941, Mail

Stop 6731, Ogden, UT 
84409.

For additional information 
about casualty losses, obtain 
IRS Publication 547, “Non­
business Disasters, Casual­
ties and Thefts,” and Publica­
tion 584, “Nonbusiness Dis­
aster, Casualty and Thefts 
Loss Workbook".

IM P O R T A N T  N O T IC E !

■ *

Q*Want to check 
a prospective 

tenant?

A* Give us 
a call!

The Credit
Bureau

of Columbia County
1-800-953-3190

Accounts Mgt. Co. 
(503) 397-0346 

“Supporting Columbia County 
business since 1933“

IF  YOU NEED TO REPLACE  
FLOOD-DAMAGED APPLIANCES, MAKE

VAN DYKE APPLIANCES
YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR:

ALL GAS & ELECTRIC APPLIANCES
• Ranges
• Refrigerators
• Vacuum Cleaners
• Microwave Ovens
• Water Heaters
• Appliance Repair 
and Service

• Television Sets
• Freezers 
•VCRs
• Camcorders
• Stereo Systems
• Speaker Systems
• CD Players

WHY SHOP VAN DYKE APPLIANCES?
• Family owned and operated • Courteous and friendly 

for over 50 years
• Free hook-ups
• Free same day delivery
• Easy payment plans

sales people
Factory authorized 
service on appliances
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Royal Blue Clearcoal Metallic, Cloth Interior, I 9 SEFI 4 Cylinder 
Engine, 5-Speed Manual, and Morel 
■ 19224

7,938
Price «her $600 Ford rebate end $400 recent cottage graduata rebate

N E W  1 9 9 5  
THUNDERBIRD LX 2-D00R

Grey Cloth Interior, Preferred Equipment Package, Cast Aluminum 
W heel 7-Spoke, Air Conditioning, Rear Window Defroster, 4.6L 

SOHC Vfl Engine, Automatic O/D Transmission and Motel «9013

1 3 ,9 8 8
Price after $000 Ford rebate and $400 recant college graduate rebate

NEW 1995 RANGER 
4x2 SUPERCAB

Red Cleareoat Metallic, Graphite Cloth Interior, Preferred 
Equipment Package, XLT Trim, Electronic AM/FM Stereo/Cassette. 

Clock, Cargo Cover, XLT Group, Chrome Rear Step Bumper 
XLT Tape Stripe, Sliding Rear Window, Rear Jump Seat, Floor 

Consolette, 3 01 EFI V6 Engine, Automatic Overdrive 
Transmtsslon, Cast Aluminum Wheels. Speed Control, Tilt Wheel, 

Handling Package. Clolh Split Bench Seal »9320

1 2 ,9 8 8
r >1000 Ford wfeete end 4 *00  recent ooaege gmduete rafeare.

NEW 1995 CONTOUR 
GL 4-DOOR SEDAN

Giey Cloth Interior, Preterred Equipmenl Package, AM/FM Stereo 
Radio with Cassette, Air Conditioning, Rear Window Defroster, 

Power Healed Mirrors, 2 0 OL DOHC 4 Cylinder Engine. 5-Spoed 
Manual Transaxle »9242

*1 1 ,3 9 8
Prie« after $600 Ford rebate end $400 recent cottege graduate rebate

NEW 1995 F150 4x2 
STYLESIDE PICKUP

Preferred Equipment Peckage, Color-Keyed Carpeting. XLT Trtm, Speed Control, Tilt 
Steering. Air Conditioning, A M /FM  Electronic Stereo/Cassette/Clock, Power Door 

Locka/Windows, 5 8L EFI V -8 Engine. Electronic 4-Soeed Automatic Transmission 
3 .5 5  Ratio Regular Axle, Trailer Towing Package, Remote Keyless Entry/Anti-Then, 
Light & Convenience Group, Tachometer Low-Mount Swmgaway M inore, Forged 

Aluminum Wheels. Chrome Rear Step Bumper. Cloth Bench Seat. Deluxe Two-Tone 
PainL *9 2 7 5

15,911
Prtee after $400 recar* college graduate rebate

NEW 1995
RANGER 4x2 XLT

Dark Blue Cleereoat Metallic. Graphite Cloth, Preterred Equipment 
Package, XLT Trim, Electronic AMZFM StereryCassette/Clock, Power

2?LT QrouP' Chrome Rear Step Bumper, XLT Tape Stripe. 
Sliding Rear Window, Floor Conaoielte, 2.3L EFI 1-4 Engine. 5- 
Speed Manual Overdrive Transmission. Cast Aluminum Wheel*

Clolh Split Bench Seat »9299

*9 ,956
r $900 Ford rebate and $400 recent c
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Serving the locel community 
for over SO years

APPLIANCE

¡IaM I'I

2008 Main St. • Forest Grove • 357-6011
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