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Should a new Lewis and Clark Bridge use tolls In financing plan?
By Noni Andersen projects. When private caDital thev also DflV hinh marl . *i •

There’s little disagreement 
about whether the Lewis and 
C la rk  Bridge should be re ­
placed. At the tim e the 65- 
year-o ld bridge was built, it 
w as d e s ig n e d  to  ha n d le  
17 ,500  tr ip s  d a ily ; now, 
25,000 trips daily keep traffic 
bum per-to-bum per much of 
the time.

The two-lane bridge isn ’t 
just old and crowded, there is 
concern about its deteriorat­
ing condition.

Where there is a lot of dis­
a g re e m e n t, how ever, is 
whether a new bridge should 
be built using tolls to help pay 
the possible $100 million re­
placement cost.

Replacing the bridge start­
ed with an initiative approved 
by thes W ashington Legis la­
ture to attract private capital 
investm ent in pub lic  w orks

projects. When private capital 
proved to be inadequate, tolls 
were considered.

The only specific proposal 
cam e fro m  A tk in s o n  C o n ­
struction Co., for a four-lane, 
pedestrian and bicycle-friend­
ly bridge, about 450 feet from 
the present bridge.

They are looking at a com­
bined $28 million set aside by 
the states to build a new deck 
on the old bridge, plus $12 
m illion from  the two sta tes ’ 
transporta tion  budgets, the 
sa le  o f 3 0 -y e a r re venu e  
bonds and vehicle tolls. Any 
rea llocation of funds would 
have to be approved by the 
legislatures.

M any R a in ie r re s id e n ts  
w ork in Longview  and are, 
understandably, opposed to a 
toll bridge. Trucking com pa­
nies fear they will be hit hard 
by h igher to lls , w hich they 
say  w ou ld  be u n fa ir s in ce

they also pay high road tax­
es.

O thers  say th a t a w ide r 
bridge is needed to meet the 
future needs of the area and 
that a toll is 'easonable be­

cau se  th o s e  w ho  use  the  
bridge most should pay more 
than the rest of the taxpayers, 
who use it rarely or not at all.

The su rve y  b e lo w  is  fo r 
re a d e rs  o f T h e  IN D E P E N ­

DENT to express the ir opin­
ions and ideas. Please fill it 
out and mail it to:

The INDEPENDENT 
725 Bridge Street 
Vernonia, OR 97064
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NEW 1995 FORD CONTOUR
GL 4 DOOR SEDAN

«VAN!
?,P®s®en9er’ 2 0  L 4-cylinder, 5 speed
AM/FM cassette, console, air conditioning, rear 
window defrost, power mirrors, power steering 

and much morel

Lewis & Clark Bridge Survey
1. A blend of public and private financing is good 
for public works projects.

Agree □  Disagree □  Don’t know □

2. A toll is a logical way to help pay for bridge con­
struction.

Agree □  Disagree □  Don’t know □

3. If a toll is charged, how much should it be? 
Circle 1:

$•50 $1.00 $1.25
$1-50 $2,00 $2.50

NOW‘ 11,498
NEW 1995 FORD GL
4 DOOR SEDAN

*•2*4 «
Automatic overdirve, 5 passenger. 2.0 L DOHC, 
console, AM/FM cassette, rear window defrosts, 
power mirrors, light groups, power locks, cruise’.

Price alter ’500 Ford Factory 
Discount and ‘400 recent college 
graduate rebate.

4. Since trucks cause more wear and tear, should 
they pay a higher toll than cars?

YesD No □  Don’t knowD

5. If you have specific ideas you would like to sug­
gest, please put them on a separate piece of 
paper and mail them with this survey to:

The INDEPENDENT 
725 Bridge Street 
Vernonia, OR 97064

LINN OIL CO.
Service Station 

frT# Furnace Oil
Diesel • Propane 

Stove Oil • Kerosene
Bulk Lubricants 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

324-2622
182 N. Main • Banks

V i Olde Bingheißtt
Pub Restaurant

VISA& 
MasterCard 
Accepted. 
We have 

ATM Access

Ik SUNDAYSSingO
F  5-8 PM V  

ALL LOTTERY 
GAMES AVAILABLE

47100 NW Sunset Hwy. 
Manning • 324-4848

NOW *12,498 Price after ‘500 Ford Factory 
Discount and *400 recent college 
graduate rebate.

Wishing You a H appy N ew Year
RAN K S  
"  PA R C E L  

x  gERVICE
Ann Mott

SHIP DAILY
UPS -  FED EX

100 COPIES -  FAX SERVICE

324-2910
FAX 324-4833

180 S. M ain, Banks

SEW-N-THINGS 
FABRIC SHOP

National Brand Kids Knits 
Lingerie Fabrics
Laces • Elastics

Sewing & Craft Classes

324-7791
Hours: Tu-Thu 10 am - 4 pm

42425 Banks Rd., Banks

SUNSET
Wash 75c

180 s. Main street

LAUNDRY
Dry 25c

Banks, Oregon

jmum
d-CON 4-pack
SPECIAL 3

H A R D W A R E
44

Reg. $5.79 Mouse-Prof n ™

OPEN MON-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-5, SUN. 10-4

74 M a in  S tre e t, B a n k s  • 3 2 4 -2 3 6 1

D E E T H  &  A S S O C IA T E S
’ TELECOMMUNICATIONS • SECURITY SYSTEMS 
• CELLULAR PHONES & ACCESSORIES

(503) 324-3737 (800) 723-3737
180 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE C, BANKS, OR 97106

THE ONE FOR THE NEW YEAR

Rag. >469«

$ 4 2 9 "
SAVE UP TO $11000 IN STIHL TERRITORY

Rag. >264«

$ 2 3 9 "
F ^ T '.- 'R a g . 144»«

$ 3 3 9 "

BANKS AUTO PARTS
SAW SHOP OPEN M-F 8 - 6 • CLOSED SATURDAY 

101 N. M A IN  STREET, BANKS • 3 2 4 -1 0 6 0


