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Vernonia Council hears proposal for realigning California Street

A proposed realignment of
California Street that would
cost the City of Vernonia
about $4,500 and create a
safer area for parking next to
Washington Grade School,
was presented to the City
Council Sept. 5 by Jim Tier-
ney of Community Action
Team (CAT).

California Street, which
runs north-south along the
east side of WGS, will be-
come the primary egress for
people living at Blue Heron
Hollow, a 24-unit townhouse/
apartment development pro-
posed by CAT for an area just
east of the school. There is
already concern about safety
in the school's parking area,
which encompasses both
sides of the street. The pro-
posed realignment would
curve the street to the east,
leaving the existing street for
use as a parking lot.
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In order to cover the cost
of the alternative route, CAT
has asked the city if it would
waive part of its water and
sewer hook-up fees. Since
the development will have a
master water meter instead of
individual meters for each
residence, reducing the city’s
installation, the difference is
approximately $4,500.

While taking no action at
this time, the council ex-
pressed tentative approval for
the proposal.

The council was presented
with a petition from the own-
ers of properties bordering
Columbia Street between
First and Second Avenues,
asking the city to vacate that
section of the street. Accord-
ing to the petitioners (Bruce
Herb, Arthur and Enid Par-
row, Benny & Rhonda Cut-
right, Mark and Debra Hall),
the street hasn't been im-
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proved in that block and is
not maintained as a street.

A city sewer line runs the
distance of the street, howev-
er. City Attorney Tom Kohl will
review the situation and re-
port to the council at a later
meeting.

The council has scheduled

interviews with representa-
tives of three architectural
firms that bid on remodeling
at City Hall. The interviews
will be held prior to the Sept.
18 Council Meeting, starting
at 6:00 p.m.

Another loan has been re-
paid to the City/CAT revolving

loan fund for residential reha-
bilitation, making $10,500
available for new loans. The
rehab loans may be used by
low income residents for im-
provements such as roofing
or foundations, or to weather-
ize homes. For more informa-
tion on the rehab project,
contact City Hall.

SWCD enjoys picnic, annual meeting

Directors of the Columbia
SWCD (Soil & Water Conser-
vation District), members,
and approximately 65 guests
met at Camp Wilkerson Park
Aug. 20 for a picnic barbecue
and annual meeting.

The annual meeting host-
ed by Chairman Warren
Nakkela, included a presenta-
tion of the District's Outstand-
ing Cooperator Award to Don
Rice of the James River Fiber
Farm.

Nakkela briefly detailed the
highlights of Rice’s achieve-
ments, including manage-
ment of 11,000 acres located
in several areas of Columbia
and Clatsop Counties.

“Don has set a standard
for conservation awareness
that is unique in this day and
age,” said Nakkela.

Rice, of Clatskanie, hosts
informational gatherings for
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SWCDs, and others.

Also recognized for their
services were Don Bellowes
and Coby Luttrell. Resource
Conservationist Bill Eagle ex-
pressed his gratitude for the
assistance of district volun-
teers.

“Increased conservation
awareness is the highest pri-
ority of our Soil & Water Con-
servation Districts, and assis-
tance from community volun-
teers is essential to conduct
many of our programs," Eagle
said.

Dist. 1 convention
to replace Federici

will be held Sept. 19
From page 1

YMCA. Josi, of Bay City, was
serving his second term in
the legislature; he is a land-
scape contractor.

The Dist. 1 convention will
be held Tuesday, Sept. 19,
7:00 p.m. at Florence |. Tagg
School in Westport. All dele-
gates will be from Clatsop
and Columbia Counties. They
will select nominees to re-
place Tony Federici.

So far, three candidates
have announced their interest
in the position: Robert McK-
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who lost her position when
redistricting put her in Dist. 1.
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