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Patterson works creatively with raku, an ancient pottery method

From page 21

as a potter today is Raku, a
Japanese symbol meaning,
“Enjoyment-a conscious
retum to the primitive treat-
ment of clay.” A typical
piece “is hand made of
thick clay, with remarkable
richness of color and sur-
face attained from painted

grees.

When bisqued, the sur-
face is prepared for sketch-
ing the desired glazing de-
signs, then painted with the
glazing material.. The pot is
then ready for the kiln, fired
to 1800 degrees Fahren-
heit. It is baked at this tem-

from a visit to an up-scale
flower and gift shop named
Fleur de Lis, on Rodeo Drive
in Beverly Hills, where their
talents are being consid-
ered for the creation of ex-
clusive gift items to be mar-
keted by catalog. Of inter-
est are Linda’s paper and

glazes contrasting with the
dark black or grays of the
body in reduction.”

His focus presently is on
large pots which are four to
six feet high and weigh up
to 600 pounds while wet,
150 pounds when removed
from the kiln. Pots of this
size are usually purchased
for corporate settings or
large foyers.

The pots are shaped of
clay 5/8 inches thick in ply-
wood forms. When the
forms are removed, they
are covered with plastic and
allowed to dry for nine
weeks. They are checked
periodically to moisturize
uneven drying and work the
surface to obtain a smooth
texture. To complete the
drying cycle, the pot is
“candled”, placed in a low
temperature kiln, 50-200
degrees Fahrenheit, then
bisque fired to 1800 de-

r

Patterson removed a plate from the kiln and plunged it into the reduction chamber.

perature anywhere from 1/2
hour to eight hours, de-
pending on size.

When the pot is removed
from the kiln, it is plunged
immediately into a “reduc-
tion chamber” containing
newspapers, leaves, saw-
dust or other combustible
materials, which are ignited
by the heat of the pot. The
fire removes the oxygen
from the chamber and re-
places it with carbon,
changing the oxides back to
stable metals.

On rare occasions, Pat-
terson related, as a pot is
removed from the kiln, for a
fraction of a second it be-
comes translucent and the
pattern on the opposite side
can be seen.

Now Patterson deter-
mined to open a studio in
Seattle. It was here that his
20 year odyssey ended as
he married Linda, who had

DENNIS ELECTRIC, INC.

ELECTRICAL
SERVIC

Moo
o5

. 429-8930
1-800-439-8930 |

We wish you a
Happy Jamboree!

Please don’t drink & drive.

Dennis, Schann,
Penrhynn, Edith & Abigail Nelson
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Bonded « CCB #19808
17625 Timber Rd. E., Vernonia, OR 97064

been his high school sweet-

heart. Jeff, who had never

married said, “I waited 20
years for her, and I'm glad |
did!”

The Pattersons have a
marriage in the true sense,
but also a marriage of ca-
reers. Linda, in her own
right, is a multi-talented
artist—a paper maker, book
binder, glass etcher and
photographer, in addition to
having professional status
as an expanded-function
dental assistant.

They recently returned
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bookbinding and Jeff’'s pot-
tery. The shop is interested
in dinnerware sets in a style
known as Majolica, which
combines terra cotta pottery
with a white porcelain top
surface. If these opportuni-
ties are realized, Patterson
said, it could mean training

Welcome to Vernonia’s
Friendship Jamboree

Enjoy our Beer Garden

local people to assist in pro-
duction.

In the meantime, they
have built a 900 square foot
studio and will soon be
moving into a new house at
the same site.
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Aug. 4,5 &6

COCKTAILS ¢ LUNCH ¢ DINNER
Fri-Sat: 11 am - 2:30 am Weekdays: 11 am - Midnight
756 Bridge Street, Vernonia * 429-5841

1995 CCRA RACING SCHEDULE
REMAINING RACES

DATE RACE

Aug. 5 Regular Season
Aug. 12 Regular Season/WESCO
Aug. 19 Regular Season
Sep. 2-3

Sep 16 Regular Season

2-Day Labor Day Races

TIME
TRIALS
3:30-5:30
3:30-5:30
3:00-5:30
TBA*
3:30-5:30

TRIALS
TIME
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
TBA*
6:30 p.m.

Sep. 23 Championship Race - Double Points

3:30-5:30 6:30 p.m.

Sep. 30 10th Annual “Run What Ya Brung” Race

Oct. 7 Fairgrounds Benefit
*TO BE ANNOUNCED

3:30-5:30
3:30-5:30

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

* DASHES ° HEATS » MAINS
Streetstock * Sportsmen *Women * Hardtops

RIVERCITY SPEEDWAY

Columbia County Fairgrounds, St. Helens
Spensered by CCRA * Rain-eut Infe. 397-6506 / 397-2393

LOGGING
CONTRACTORS

429-6472

@8 1400 Grove Street, Vernonia, OR 97064




