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Jeff Patterson, creator of really BIG pottery, uses unusual style
Jeff Patterson who, with 

his w ife  Linda, moved to 
Vernonia in 1993, has been 
devoted to the ceramic arts 
since he was twelve years 
old. He has pursued and 
developed his professional 
sk ills  in its technical and 
artistic dimensions for 20 
years. Yet, while doing this 
interview, it was necessary 
for him to go to his photo 
file for pictures of his work, 
for it is in such demand that 
his own studio is bare of fin­
ished products.

In the past six years, Pat­
terson has participated in
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more than thirty workshops, 
exhibitions, shows, special 
projects, and “Artist-in-the- 
school" programs in Califor­
nia, Oregon and Washing­
ton. At present, his produc­
tion consumes up to half a 
ton of clay each week, with 
his products shipped to gal­
leries or clients as soon as 
they are finished.

Yet, through it all, there is 
a pervasive dissonance in 
Patterson.

"I think sometimes," he 
said, "about the clay being 
m ined in some d is tan t 
place, shipped to me in my

Linda and Jeff Patterson
studio where I create a fin­
ished form that is glazed 
and baked, ready fo r a 
gallery, that all I have done 
is produce an object, some­
thing to be looked at.”

Because Patterson feels 
that he has an obligation to 
make his life relevant in a 
way that directly contributes 
to his community and soci­
ety, he has on several oc­
casions, sought fulfillment 
of that need.

While seeking other ful­

fillment, he has never aban­
doned his art. He has strug­
gled with the dichotomy of 
being and doing, but he is 
still a potter.

In 1979, while sailing in 
the Straits of Juan de Fuca, 
he docked at Friday Harbor 
on San Juan island. There 
he met a yacht designer 
and talked his way into be­
coming an apprentice. He 
stayed for four years with­
out pay, and found it a grati­
fying experience, learning 
to crea te  som eth ing of

beauty that also was func­
tional. To earn a living, he 
worked part tim e fo r the 
port and w ith a Juven ile  
Corrections program which 
provided first offenders with 
the opportunity for d iver­
sion. If the program was 
successfully completed the 
youth’s record was clean.

His interest in the diver­
sion program , prom pted 
him to matriculate at South­
ern Oregon State College, 
where he majored in Sociol­
ogy with a focus on Crimi­
nology. After the first year 
he was awarded a one-year 
scholarship to the Universi­
ty of Hawaii, where he con­
tinued his degree program.

Follow ing his yea r in 
Hawaii, Patterson resumed 
his college work at SOSC, 
doubling his class hours 
and completing the work on 
his BA degree in th ree  
years. He then joined the 
Rockaway Beach police de­
partment, but stayed only 
one year, before returning 
to school for a Master’s pro­
gram in Ceram ics at the 
University of Oregon. The 
UO program proved to be 
unsatisfactory because his 
own deve lopm ent in the 
field exceeded the program 
offered.

Most of Patterson’s work
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Introducing our newest Log Loader

THE CAT 320LL
f  Speed and productivity designed into a 60,000 lb. package. The new 320LL is our latest addttton to the 300 Senes Log

t with all the outstanding features of the larger 300 models, the mid-size 320LL is designed to meet the demands of timber harvesting in the '90’s.

The 320LL offers outstanding performance features such as:
• Cat 3066 turbo-charged, 128hp engine
• Three power, three work m ode electronic power control
• Load-sensing hydraulic pum p
• High and wide car body with hydraulic cab tilt riser and full 

Halton log loader guarding package

.. .and outstanding comfort features, like:
• Conveniently positioned, adjustable controls and arm rests
• LCD panel gauges
• Fully-adjustable suspension seat
• Resiliently mounted, sound suppression cab
• Built-in ventilation

Put the power of Cat’s newest log loader to work for you. For 
more information about the 320LL contact your Halton Sales 
Representative today!

Portland
4421 N.E. Colum bia Blvd. 
(503) 288-6411 
Toll-Free: 1-800-452-7676

Salem
2246 Judson St. S.E. 
1-800-452-7676

Longview
1205 Baltimore 
(206) 423-5760

The Dalles
1238 W. Second St. 
(503) 296-4642 CAT


