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Art, music become part of Vernonia’s mainstream

As Vernonia’s population continues to grow, a large percentage
of the newer residents are part of what, for lack of a better
description, can be called the arts community. Vernonia has
become home to many artists because of it's quiet, the sparkling

rapidly developing center for the arts, we included articles about a
nature photographer, a wrought iron artisan, author brothers, a

painter and a painter/sculptor. _
There are many others we intend to profile in the future,

f'_{; fresh air, and the feeling of “community” While it is close to the including both professionals and credible “arpateurs" in tlje fields
& metropolitan area, the stress level is much lower, with less traffic, of paper making, calligraphy, pottery, graphic arts, photography.
! little crime, and supportive neighbors. writing, painting and fabric arts. There are also a nurpber of fine
o Vernonia’s home-grown artists interface comfortably with those artisans in fields such as basketry, wood carving, weaving, etc.
4 whe were drawn here for various reasons. Some of both groups  This year, we would like to introduce you to a potter, a musician
) are full-time artists, others augment their income with outside who is developing opportunities for other musicians, and an
ap work. artist/cartoonist. We will also profile the development of the first
s Last year, when we introduced our readers to Vernonia as a fine arts gallery in Vermonia.
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Stage band under formation provides opportunity for musicians
‘ Can a town Of two-thou- ways’ he WantS to Cl'eate an — S—— RS SR—
¥ sand people field enough Opportunity for student mu-
musicians to form a stage sicians who are interested
band of at least 14-pieces? i leaming beyond the con-
¥ In Vernonia the answer is fines of the classoom. @~ 4~ = 0000000
@ “Yes!” Ragsdale, who started
4 When Bob Ragsdale, a playing bass in junior high
- rural Vernonia resident and school in Salem, has exten-
v life-long musician, decided sive experience with classi-
o to try and organize a stage cal, jazz, swing and all
‘ band, he turned to Vernonia  kinds of musical genré.
3 High School music teacher Isted thought the idea
; Bob Isted and students in was worthwhile and ar-
iy the VHS band. ranged for permission to
: Ragsdale and Isted had use the high school music
;;‘.' already formed a Dixieland room for Thursday night "TeCN "t TN DR, N 1
s combo with other local mu- practices, as soon as
i sicians and it was during school is back in session.
g one of their rehearsals that Practices are irregular
"‘ Ragsdale brought up the during the summer, but
v possibility of a stage band.  along with a core of adult {192 1 -,
f_{;-‘ In addition to developing musicians, several students M TY P e ot RN %.
) ] an outlet for musicians who have shown up regularly for Local musicians, from left, are Molly Skidmore, Josh Landers, Dave Herndon, Chad DeWitt /
!é." earn their living in other Please see page 19  and Bob Ragsdale. In front is Madeline Glandon.
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. K BBl s+ Avery powertul saw with a wide power band. Built from the ground up to incorporate our best technology,
; Y including Air Injection™ . You must try it to believe it.
; x‘ $ 95 e * 5.7 cu. in. (94 cc) with the best power to weight ratio
4 A powerful, uncomplicated, dependable saw that proves in the 90cc class.
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. 80 B of + Anti-vibration springs kesp vibration low even with long bars. principle and a completely unique, vertical steel spring system.
)i 1 H e v~ © Avallable with Smart Start technology for faster, sesier staring. « Decompression valve means easy starting.
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