
Vernonia SentryPersonal property 
rights are ignored

The following letter refers to 
two recent lawsuits in Columbia 
County. The first reference is to 
the State of Oregon vs. Donald 
Bergerson; the second reference 
is to State of Oregon vs. Ken­
neth Smejkal. The charge in 
each case was “Failure to obtain 
a State Rem oval P erm it“ for 
gravel.

To The Editor:
The jury awarded in favor

of the State of Oregon after a 
3 day trial on the case of rock 
removal in excess of 50 cubic 
yards which was allowed the 
landowner and the protection 
of his properties located on 
the upper Nehalem River and 
no water flow was effected.

The landowner was within 
his legal quota of 50 yards 
without a gravel removal per­
mit, but the key word on this 
issue or case was the DIS­
TURBANCE of all other rock 
in the  area of TAKING. 
Clearing of the work site of 
debris and grasses for site 
visibility was counted, togeth­
er with the removal plus a tol­
erance for road compaction, 
etc, to obtain the total yards 
above the landowners quota 
of 50 yards. Landowwners 
TAKE was established as 35 
yards but the DISTURBANCE 
FACTOR of rock was the de­
term ination factor and key 
prosecution word.

No equipment or vehicles 
crossed the stream. All work 
was on dry land owned by the 
landow ner. The taxpayer 
pays taxes on all lands that 
the river flows through; the 
state only owns the water and 
it’s water resources.

This case was not based 
on stream management of 
this free flowing stream but 
on how many yardsof rock 
was taken, inc lud ing  the 
coun ting  of the D ISTU R ­
BANCE of rock and vegeta­
tion on the landowner’s own­
ership.

The real proof reflects that 
governmental people are only 
strengthening their regulatory 
force upon private taxpaying 
ownerships without offsets or 
compensation. The national 
constitution of private proper­
ty rights are being ignored in 
favor of the public users.

Only the stronger taxpay­
ers have the energy to stand 
up to and figh t fo r private 
property rights and for all oth­
er taxpayers of our state.

Cost figures for a 3 day tri­
al is expensive and especially 
annoying while waiting for the 
case to come to trial. The 
taxpayer is not only out his 
defendant costs but also his 
share of taxpaying dollars 
into our state’s funds.

Economically, th is  case 
was based on 50 yards of 
rock (which the landowner 
holds in deed) and never de­
nied. If this rock was pur­
chased from outside suppli­
ers at the current rate of ap­
proximately $10.00 per yard it 
would equal a $500.00 valua­
tion. This is small potatoes

compared to 3 days court 
time. These same jurisdic­
tiona l people could have 
been working on other heavy 
duty cases such as drugs, 
rape, murders or thieves.

In reality, it re flects  a 
movement to take our proper­
ty rights an inch at a time and 
stressing all other landowners 
to follow the governmental 
pattern policies using their 
gospel words as guidelines.

FACT: Another very simi­
lar case (within a 1/2 mile 
along the same river) using 
the same judiciary, building 
and attorneys, w ith in one 
year, was awarded [to the de­
fendant with] a completely 
opposite jury decision. (One a 
plus and one a minus-guilty).

Judiciary instructions were 
given not to inter-mix the orig­
inal (1st) court tr ia l te s ti­
monies, in any way shape or 
form, to this case. Is this an 
infraction to our freedom of 
thought and speech under 
our federal constitution?

Ralph E. Bergerson 
Vernonia

Generosity made the 
fireworks possible

To The Editor:
Without the help of many 

businesses and individuals, 
we wouldn't have fireworks in 
Vernonia. Because of this, 
we want to thank all those 
who helped this year

Vernonia Sentry, Vernonia 
Cham ber of Commerce 
O lym pic Forest Products, 
Holce Logging, Bair Logging, 
Skidmore & Son, Bates Log­
ging, Weller & Sons Trucking, 
Dennis Electric, Wall To Wall 

Please see page 9

IVe now offer Laminating in our Service 
Center. Protect your valuable personal 

records with plastic coating.

The Sun is Here, So let's 
Have a Picnic!

Stock Up on All Your 
Picnic Supplies at Sentry

And Don’t Forget the Sun Screens

Commuters —
Spend your travel time engrossed in a good 
book! 21st Sentry Video now has top-selling 
books on audio cassette -  Rent one Today!

1 Day 990 3 Days $1.99 7 Days $3.99
Please remember to keep all tapes out of the sun.

"Vernonia Sentry, not just in the Community, but part of it" 
Open 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. Seven Days a Week

735 Jefferson Ave. • Vernonia • 429-3811

STAY COOL
WITH THERMO PRIDE CENTRAL 
AIR CONDITIONING, IT S  OUR 
STANDARDS THAT MAKE US EXCEL

lu lv a id  I ). Jones X ( o. 
Sen h i"  indix ¡dual 

in \e s to i\  since IS71.

A Higher Standard of Living

Thermo Pride
• Stocks
• Mutual funds
• Bonds
• Government securities
• Tax-free bonds 
•CDs
• Money-market funds 
•IRAs
...and much more!

Call or drop in today!

Comfort •  Satisfaction 
Confidence •  Energy Savings

10+ SEER Rating

Built-in Standard Protection
• Totally Enclosed, Rain Shielded 
Condenser Fan Assembly/Motor 

»High Pressure Switch to 
Protect Compressor

► Brownout-time Delay Relay 
Guards Against Voltage Damage

> Filter Dryer Protects Against 
Impurities in Refrigerant

Steven L. Mood
1685 St. Helens St. 
St. Helens, OR 97051

Phone 397-1125

S5 Edward
D. Jones & Co.’
M tm or new Torw xoc* excnange. inc 
SacunM. Invnaor PnMaan Cotpornon

Serving individual investors from 
more than 1,700 offices nationwide.

All Standard Features of Thermo Pride

Discover a H igher Standard in Air 
Conditioning. See Your Thermo Pride
Dealer Today or CALL

Sales, Service, Installation -  Free Estimates

Wilcox & Flegel
1-800-438-9656 Longview, WA 98631
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