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Students, staff enjoy Spring outdoor school at Camp Wilkerson

By Shawn Stevens

The 1994 Outdoor School
adventure has come and
gone, but it has left great
memories for staff and stu-
dents from Vernonia schools.

This year was different
from the routine of many pre-
vious years, though the activi-
ty was still held at Columbia
County’'s Camp Wilkerson,
and the stay was still for three
days. The change was mov-
ing Outdoor School to the
spring instead of having it in
early fall.

How did the change go?
“Success” is the word that
best sums up this year's ex-
perience. Because of the
seasonal change, the camp
was clean and fresh from
winter's slack time, unlike au-
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John Richter explains procedure to students during public
forum.

This group presents their plan for a Condo/Golf Course de-

tumn when the camp is wind-
ing down from summer’s
busy season. Another plus
was that insects were not a
major problem (especially yel-
low jackets, which are so
cranky in the fall and which
many students are allergic
to). But paramount in the
eyes of sixth grade teacher
Cathy Ward, was the quality
of high school counselors the
program was able to include
because it didn't interfere with
football, volleyball or cross-
country seasons.

The counselors were re-
quired to complete an appli-
cation process which includ-
ed a week of training in the
summer. The whole experi-
ence turned out to be a real
learning experience for the
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velopment to replace Camp Wilkerson.

SAFE & EFFECTIVE PEST ELIMINATION

counselors. As one counselor
told Ward “It's kind of hard;
you have to be the campers’
friend, yet you have to be
able to maintain discipline.”

Outdoor School includes
three days and two nights at
Camp Wilkerson. In addition
to several different classes in
field study, there is time for
organized recreation, which is
the responsibility of the high
school counselors, plus eve-
ning camp fires, which are al-
ways a highlight for studerits
and staff.

On the last day of the
1993 Outdoor School, the
students didn't break up into
their field study groups. In-
stead, they were told by
camp staff that because of
revenue shortages, the coun-
ty had decided to eliminate
Camp Wilkerson because it
wasn't generating enough in-
come.

The task set before the
students was to create a mo-
ney-making facility out of the
Wilkerson property. It was a
great way to provide the chil-
dren with experience in the
political processes, but many
of the students took the clo-
sure of Wilkerson quite seri-
ously and, before they were
told that the project was sim-
ply an exercise, many a tear
had been shed for the fate of
their beloved camp.

This year, when the sce-
nario was presented, it was

Lulu's Antique
Refinishing
Repair & Caning
If your furniture isn't
becoming to you, you
should be coming to me.
Antiques Bought & Sold
429-7633 Eves.

with full knowledge that it was
a mock situation. The stu-
dents were separated into
groups representing indus-
tries that wanted to use Wilk-
erson for various purposes.
The different proposals in-
cluded a dump site, a location
for condominiums, animal
preserve, logging camp, a
mini mall and even a location
for outdoor schools of Ore-
gon. Another group of stu-
dents played the roles of the
county planning commission.

Each group had to prepare
a presentation on the finan-
cial benefits, tax breaks and
environmental impacts of
their proposals, and draw a
blueprint. Then each group
had to present its plan to the
planning commission, as well
as the other students, and be
able to field questions from

the floor. When the exercise

was over this year, the Ore-
gon Outdoor School program
prevailed, unlike last year,
when a proposal for a dump
site won the panel's approval.

Let us hope that the sce-
nario created by the staff of
the Vernonia Outdoor School
never comes to pass. If it
should, however, let's hope
that the prevailing proposal
would be the outdoor school
program. Outdoor school is a
priceless experience for stu-
dents and staff alike, and the
program has proven that it
can change with the times as
well as any other program

For more information on
the outdoor school program,
contact the co-ordinator, John
Richter, at Washington Grade
School, 429-7941.

Elect
Lester

Pugh

Justice of
the Peace

He stands for fair decisions for all.

The vote for Lester Pugh
will be the wisest decision
that voters could make in

this election

Paid by Lester Pugh for Justice of the Peace
78500 Quincy-Mayger Rd., Clatskanie, OR 97016

BUREAUSERK HUFF & PUFF GOVERNMENT REFORM
by Commissioner Candidate DAN SPRAGUE

Bear in mind, reforming government is a lot iike tall rabbit farming, you have to

GRAB IT BY THE SHORT HARES
TO MAKE IMPROVEMENT

Columbia County can & will combat government-sponsored ECONOMIC
DISCRIMINATION by reclaiming its AUTONOMY, RESPONSIBILITIES &
CONSTITUENTS’ RIGHTS bestowed on LOCAL GOVERNMENT by the
10th amendment of the Federal constitution, Oregon Constitution & its
precedent-setting terms like, BILL OF RIGHTS, EQUAL, UNIFORM &
JURISDICTION
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Backed by 30 Years of Experience
Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL

Environmentally Conscious Products Used to Eliminate...

Columbia County can & will re-establish an EQUITABLE good neighbor
policy for its constituents, PORTLAND/METRO, SALEM & WASHINGTON
D.C. to ABIDE BY

* Carpenter Ants *Tormites  « Fleas *Rodents  + and All Types of it

» Wood Boring Beetles *Fungus  * Roaches +Spiders Insects and Pests 00000000 '
g AR 2 Columbia County can & will improve its administration, LAND USE, ag, f
ree In-Home Estimates & Inspections

CALL TODAY rrices quoted over the Phan:g;’y forest & environmental management practices & NIP COUNTERPRO-

DUCTIVE enrichment schemes like the DEQ’s proposed auto emissions
testing in the LEGISLATIVE OR ADMINISTRATIVE BUD.

DAN SPRAGUE will REPLACE BUZZWORD
FEATHERBEDDING WITH HOMEWORK & HUSTLE!

Paid by Dan Sprague for Columbia County Commissioner committee, 17295 Clatskanie District Road, Clatskanle, OR 97016
Hare’s to you at the polls

Pest & Dry Rot Inspection for
FHA, VA & Conv. Within 24 Hours
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Hillsboro
681-9800

Seaside

738-3141
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