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United Way campaign__________
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need everyone to be particu­
larly generous this year in 
the ir g ift to United Way of 
Columbia County. The net­
work of not-for-profit agen­
cies, who assist those most in 
need, are ready to help if ev­
eryone will give what they 
can to this county wide effort," 
continued Soenneker.

The Trojan closure hits 
United Way especially hard, 
since Portland General Elec­
tric's combined corporate and 
employee giving totaled 35% 
of Columbia County's1992 
campaign results.

"Many more people are 
needed to help broaden the 
base of those who give to 
United Way of Colum bia 
County," Arnits said. "Fur­
thermore, despite the high 
unemployment in the county, 
there still are many, many 
more employed than unem­
ployed. We intend to reach 
more of those employed to 
ask them to donate to help 
their neighbor," continued Ar­
nits.

"United Way is based on 
the belief that if everyone em­
ployed gives a little bit every 
pay period, then United Way 
can help those neighbors in 
need, building a better com­
munity for all of us," added 
Soenneker.

"Each year, United Way of 
Columbia County gives the 
people of our communities

the unique opportunity to cre­
ate power. That power is to 
increase the organized ca­
pacity of people to care for 
one another. In my mind, 
only the education of our chil­
dren is more important," com­
mented Dennis Hart presi­
dent of the board and princi­
pal at John Gumm and 
Colum bia City e lem entary 
schools.

A new member agency- 
the Emergency Support Shel- 
ter-was admitted by the di­
rectors during the September 
board meeting. The emer­
gency shelter is located in 
Kelso, Washington, but since 
there isn't any similar shelter 
in Colum bia County, it re­
ceives and accepts numerous 
referrals for Columbia County 
residents in need, reported 
Arnits.

Recent statistics provided 
by the shelter's executive di­
rector, Janis Dimmitt, show 
that the shelter is serving lo­
cal residents. As a member 
agency, they will be able to 
apply for United Way funding 
in January.

"Adding this agency brings 
our member total to 24," Ar­
nits said.

Among o ther m em ber 
agencies that serve area resi­
dents are the Council of Se­
nior Citizens, COLCO Trans­
portation, the Womens Re­
source Center, Latchkey and 
the county food bank.

Suzanne Amltz, Al Soenneker and Marcy Gwin raise the banner to remind everyone or tne 
United Way of Columbia County campaign. Soenneker is campaign chairman; local
i*AciHantc fliA/in ¿at rin h ti and  f^olburn
is the organizations' executive director.
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Several members com ­
plained that in so deciding, 
the board reversed a decision 
of the membership to publish 
the minutes. Finally, on a 
motion by Jim Buxton, the 
matter was put to a vote of 
the assembly present. Presi­
dent Robert Van Natta called 
for a voice vote and deemed 
the motion failed. Others pre­
vailed in asking for a show of 
hands and the motion still 
went down to defeat.

All of these activities left lit­
tle time for the guest speaker, 
before the hungry members 
were to share their free lunch, 
and, by this time, General 
Manager David Seuss was 
unable to recall which organi­
zation speaker Pat Reiten 
represented.

Reiten, Director of Govern­
ment Relations for Pacific 
Northwest Generating Coop­
eratives gave a brief presen­
tation of issues confronting 
West Oregon Electric and the

15 other small utlities his or­
ganization represents. "Three 
major factors influencing ris­
ing power rates are the 
weather (cold, hot, dry, wet) 
alum inum production, and 
fish runs." said Reiten.

W eather is not c o n tro l­
lable, aluminum production is 
subject to the vagaries of pro­
duction and the diminution of 
fish  in stream s is, by and 
large, blamed on dams, to the 
exclusion of many other fac­
tors.

The good news, he 
averred, was the growing de­
velopment of new power gen­
eration facilities by newcom­
ers who are cost conscious 
and unencumbered with bu­
reaucratic ballast, so their ef­
forts are producing power for 
one-cent less per k ilowatt 
hour than Bonneville.

On that positive note the 
meeting adjourned to enjoy a 
lunch of hamburgers and hot 
dogs but only if you had a tick­
et certifying that you had at­
tended the two hour meeting.

WOEC will get REA loan________
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help so many consumers re­
ceive quality service, while 
the Cooperative can keep the 
rate impact to a minimum."

The loan will be funded for 
35 years at an annual interest

rate of 5 percent and is fully- 
financed through the Rural 
Electrification Administration 
(REA). Furse said that the 
100 percent funding level by 
REA is the exception, rather 
than the norm.

Register to Vote Today

CALL NOW 
397-0678

PLUS...Receive a FREE Family Session
with any Senior Package order.

57826 Old Portland Road, Warren

When rising 
fuel prices 
make your 

heating 
cost soar..

Bring them down to earth with
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