
More Letters
To the Tdifor:

R e c e n t e d i t o r i a ls  in  
newspapers around th«- coun  
try i o n tend  tha t the obv ious 
so lu tio n  to  the p rob lem s ot 
teenage pregnancy and the 
passing o t sexual diseases is 
"e d u c a tio n  and con tracep  
l i o n "  Y * t some serious 
though t should suggest that 
h o w e v e r w e ll- in te n t io n e d  
th is so lu tio n  is p rov ing  worse 
than the p rob lem  Besides 
being in e ffe c tiv e  it d is torts  
the d ig n ity  of h um an ity  and 
d im in ishes any sense ot per 
sonal w o rth

( onside ring  the «•motional 
m a k e u p  o f teenagers, th«- 
p ro m o tio n  o f contra« eptives 
a c tu a lly  adds to  the pressure 
to  engage in p re m a rita l sex 
W hen teens are taught by 
adu lts  tha t co n tra ce p tio n  is 
.in o p tio n  this leads them  to  
be lieve  tha t it is .ill right and

perhaps even n o rm a l fo r 
them  to  he having sex A ll 
teenagers w ant to  be norm al 
to  t it  in w ith  the ir friends

The a c c e p ta b i l i t y  and 
a v a ila b il i ty  o f c o n tra c e p  
tives < harged w ith  the ne«*d 
to  prove  themselves, preys on 
a teens frag ile  self image 
I he use o f con tracep tives  
also gives teenagers one less 
enab ling  reason to  say No 
to  pre m a rtia l sex

Ih e  " e d u c a t i o n -
contra« e p tio n  p h ilo s o p h y  
also adds to  th«* con fus ion  
tha t teenagers regu la rly  ex 
peuenr e about the d if fe re n t e 
betw een tru<* in te r personal 
c lo s e n e s s  a n d  s im p le  
phys ica l in tim acy

Perhaps m ost dangerous, 
this approach  to  the p rob lem  
takes advantage o t a teens 
desire to  grow up to o  fast, ex

responsib ility  h idore  th«*y are 
able to  he ready At the same 
tim e  tre a t in g  th e m  lik e  
ch ild ren  w ho are not ex 
pe« ted  t t > i o o trd f their own 
behavior

I he House Selec t C om m it 
tee O n C hildren, Youth  and 
I amili« s makes c tear the con 
nection  so many o f the p ro ­
blem s ours teens face

Progressive ly o ve r the 
past 25 years, we have, as a 
na tion, dec ided tha t it is 
easier to  g ive ch ild re n  p ills  
than to  teach them  respect 
to r sex m arriage (and fa m ily ) 

T ixfay we are seeing the 
results o f that decis ion, not 
o n ly  in increased pregnancy 
rates (and abortions), bu t in 
in« reased rates of drug abuse, 
ve n e re a l d isease, (A ID S ), 
su ic ide and o the r fo rm s of
selt -destruc tive  behavlor

p e tt in g  them  to  assume adu lt Ih«- tim e  has «orne to  stop

b lam ing  the p rob lem  o f teen 
pregnancy on our ch ild re n  or 
the ills  of socie ty W e are 
respons ib le  fo r  th e ir  u p ­
b ring ing  le t  us stop g iv ing 
our teenagers q u ick  and 
easy so lu tions w h ich  are not 
so lu tions at a ll. let us give 
them  guidance tha t respects 
the ir a b ility  to  c o n tro l the ir 
actions guidance w h ich  w ill 
w o rk '

Dean |ulian  
Pastor

Vern«»nia Bihle Church 

To the Editor:
W'e w ou ld  like  to  express 

our g ra titud e  to  the people  o f 
Vernonia, Vernonia  Cares and 
D ot Yadon fo r  th e ir caring 
and he lp  during  O llie  Kay's i l ­
lness

lynda and O llie  Ray

To the Editor:
Safety is an in te resting  con 

cept O n  July 22, 1987, I was

in fo rm e d  tha t we w o u ld  no 
longer be able to  park at our 
res idence  on Park D rive  
where residents hav«* parked 
w ith o u t tro u b le  fo r many 
y e a rs  W'e m u s t f in d  
som ew he re  e lse to  park 
because our vehic les cover a 
s idew alk and co u ld  be a 
hazard to  m otor, b icyc le  and 
pedestrian tra f f ic  That's 
w here safety comes in How 
can a person safe ly w a lk  by 
w h e n  th e  s id e w a lk  is 
covered?

Let me present another 
side to  th is question  Have 
you seen tha t s id e w a lk ' The 
broken places and c ra cks ' 
The street is in b e tte r co n ­
d it io n  D id  you n o tice  the five  
yards of gravel at the beginn
ing o t it o r the re ta in ing  w a ll 
at the e n d ' This sidew alk is a 
hazard

In any event, w e ’ve been
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