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Opinion
Direction needed to 
put city on track

V ernon ia  ( ity  ( oun< ilm e m b e r Jan M iy a s a k i resign 
ed re ce n tly  c it in g  the fru s tra tio n  c rea ted  by made 
qu a te  know le dge  and Lick ot d ire c t io n  as the reason 
to r  her res igna tion

I ac k o t in fo rm a tio n  and direc t io n  a fte r  ts the c ity 's  
ope ra tions  in m any ways, how ever, and c reates pro  
b lem s fa r g reater than  fru s tra tio n

There is no c le a r line  ot com m a nd  be tw een the* 
c ounc il and c ity em p loyees ( ) tte n  vs hen the c ounc il 
dec ides on an ac tion . no th in g  is done* to  im p le m e n t 
the dec tsion W hen a c ity  em p lo yee  is asked w hy no 
ac tio n  vsas t.iken , the response usua lly  is I w a sn 't to ld  
to  do  any th ing , I just d o  w ha t I m to ld  I his happens 
on ,i regu la r basis, even when the* em p loyees a tte nd  
the* c ounc il m eetings and know ot the dec isions

I ac k o t in fo rm a tio n  c reates m any p rob lem s. yet is 
re la ted  to  the lac k o t direc t io n  In January three* new 
people* w ere seated as c o u n c il m em bers M iyasak i. 
M a rio  I e o n e tti and Torn B u ff in g to n  w hit«1 the rem a in  
mg m em ber Rob Ric hards had been a p p o in te d  only 
three* m onths e a rlie r M a yo r \ \  allac e \  aughn was the 
only experiene ed elec ted o ffic  i.d at the c ounc il tab le , 
yet the* new m em bers bad to  p ra c tic a lly  dem and tha t 
they be* g iven enough in fo rm a tio n  to  start do ing  th e ir 
jobs It is u n fo rtu n a te ly , s till d i t to  u lt to r the c ounc il 
to  o b ta in  adequa te  and ac c urate* in fo rm a tio n

A new city a tto rn e y , lo rn  k o h l, s ta rted  in  January 
too , and com poundc*d the* p ro b le m  K oh l was un 
fa m ilia r  w ith  muc h ot the* c ity s business in  progress, 
and his advice* to  the* c o u n c il was fre q u e n tly  tenuous 
and line lea r I le  is bee om m g more* c o m fo rta b le  in the 
pos ition , bu t s t ill answers ta r to o  many questions w ith

I d o n 't know or I d id n 't  have* time* to  study the* 
tile* V\ he ther he* is, or not. k o h l gives the* appearanc e 
o t be ing unp repared  to r his role* o t lega l c ounsel

I <n k o f lega l direc t io n  resu lted  in s low ing  dow n the* 
c ity 's  c lean -up  c am patgn  It s ta rted  w ith  v igor, but 
w ith o u t adequa te  direc tio n  got bogged d ow n  and had 
to  start over

V e rnon ia  is go ing  to  go fa rth e r in to  the* f in a n c ia l 
hole*, too, w ith  sewer p rob lem s and long  u nse ttled  
law su its  But it doe sn 't have to  c o n tin u e  tha t way

I his m ay be* the time* to  consider h ir in g  a c ity  a d ­
m in is tra to r  An experienced , kn o w le d g e a b le  person 
w o u ld  be ab le  to  p ro v id e  the* a d m in is tra tive , 
a n a ly t ic a l and te c h n ic a l expertise  th .it is desperate ly 
needed

An a d m in is tra to r w o u ld  req u ire  a good salary, but 
tha t salary w o u ld  ♦ ve n tu a lly  fie  absorbed by the* tinan - 
c tai gains tha t com e w ith  good m anagem ent Sooner 
or la ter. V e rnon ians  arc* go ing  to  have to  re a lize  tha t 
the low  tax base in the* c ity  is cos ting  the*m m ore than  
it's  saving them

M iyasak i s po in ts  are w e ll take*n Now w h .it w il l be 
next?

etween the Bookends
By Sandy Nimz
City Librarian

It tru ly  is C hristm as in July 
.it the* lib ra ry  I recently  ap 
p lie d  fo r  a R u ra l/S m a ll 
l ib ra ry  Access G ran t th e  
goa l o f this g rant is to  p rov ide  
ru ra l  and  s m a ll p u b lic  
lib ra r ie s  in  O re g o n  w ith  
m ic ro c o m p u te r  e q u ip m e n t 
w h ich  w ill enab le  them  to  
u t i l iz e  fu l ly  the  O re g o n  
Public Access ( a ta log  at the* 
State lib ra ry , a service* re fe r­
red to  as O  P A  C

the* reason I feel that 
( h ristm as has a rrived  early is

Letters to  the Editor
To the Editor:

Vernon ia  A good p lace  to  
live

I w o u ld  like  to  take  th is op 
p o rtu m ty  to  thank my te llo w  
businessmen, my triends and 
neighbors o t Vernon ia  fo r 
the ir c ards and the ir expres 
xions o t hope* and c o m fo rt to  
my w ite  and fa m ily

I a lso  w ant to  thank the 
churches and prayer groups 
fo r  a ll the prayers on my 
beha lf

I am sure* tha t it is bee ause 
of C od  x he lp  th ro ug h  a ll the 
prayers tha t I am able to  say 
thank you today

A ll this c loseness and c ar 
ing c an o n ly  be in a sm all 
co m m un ity  like  Vernonia

th a n k  you a ll
Marv Meyers 

Sears (a ta lo g  Merchant
Vernonia

To the I ditor:

H aving resigned my post 
tio n  as a m em ber o t the V e r­
non ia  C ity ( ounc il I fee l it 
necessary to  exp la in  why I a r­
rived  at that dec is ion

I accep ted  the p os ition  as 
( ity ( Ounc ilperson, hav ing 
an open m ind, good a ttitu d e  
and the naive* idea tha t I 
c o u ld  do  som eth ing good to r 
the* com m un ity  I have since 
learned tha t one* person can 
n o t m a k e  a d if fe re n c e  
w ith o u t help tro m  members 
o t th is c ity I h«* fru s tra tio n  ot 
m aking  decisions on very lit 
tic* know ledge  o t the* sub|e*c t 
have* caused great problem s 
in the past

Your ( i t y  C ou nc il con 
tinues to  w ork on those* pro  
blem s and c rea ting  new pro 
b lem s fo r fu tu re  c ounc its due 
to  the* lac k o f tim e  to  analy ze 
and evaluate* the* s itu a tio n  to  
make* a p roper dec is ion  I 
fee l a ( ity Manager w ith  the 
r ig h t q u a lif ic a tio n s  c o u ld  
re lieve  th is p rob lem  A ll the 
d epartm en ts  o f th is c ity need 
a source  o f expe rienced  
direc tio n

The c itizens  m ust be made 
aware o f the matQr p rob lem s

tha t Vernonia  is one of on ly 
U) O regon libraries to  be 
selected fo r this grant I am 
ve ry  e x c ite d  a b o u t the  
u n lim ite d  am ount o f books 
we* w ill now have access to 
M any o f our library users do, 
in fact, order a ll kinds of 
books trom  the* State* I ibrary 
W e  w i l l  r e c e iv e  o u r  
m ic ro c o m p u te r  s o m e tim e  
a fte r September 1, and no 
la ter than O ctober 11

O t course I can hard ly 
w a it th is  is really a wonder 
fu l o p p o rtu n ity  to r us to  ex­
pand our lib rary services As 
soon as I learn how to  use

lac ing  the c ity  fin a n c ia l 
stra in  ot m aior lit ig a tio n  and 
se em in g ly  in s u rm o u n ta b le  
sewer problem s has pu t a 
s trang leho ld  on our c ity 's  
budget W ith o u t financ ia l 
he lp  and support o f the 
c itizens this c ity 's  fu tu re  is in 
question

The fru s tra tio n  o f a ll the 
above problem s and not be ­
ing able to  make* a d iffe rence  
has m ade me com e to  the 
d e c is io n  th a t m aybe so 
m eone else can fin d  a way to  
handle these situations My 
personal feelings stem from  
having to  live  w ith  the d e c i­
sions tha t I make I can no 
longer con tinue  w ith o u t pro 
gress

I w ish the best o f luck to  
my rep lacem ent and I pray 
tha t the* c itizens o t this com 
m unity w ill band together to  
su pp o rt an e f fo r t  fo r a 
change* in the* c ity 's  govern 
merit

Sincerely, 
|an Miyasaki

T o the F d ito r:

I irst. I w ou ld  like  to  thank 
D irk and Noni Andersen fo r 
p rov id ing  thru the* Indepen­
dent. the* basis fo r any good 
dem ocracy a tree* press

Second. I woulci like  to  
thank everyone w ho has con 
tribu ted . e ithe r f in a n c ia lly  or 
w ith  the ir tim e to  the cause 
o f s topp ing  the siting of 
B a c o n a  l a n d f i l l  A n d  
a lthough  we may have been 
knocked down, we are not 
knocked out, fo lk s '

1 he DEQ has adm itted  that 
th is site may w e ll no t be the 
best p lace  to  dum p a ll o f 
C lackam as M ultnom ah, and 
W ash ing ton  C ounties ' gar 
bage (not to  m ention  the ir 
hazardous waste), but the 
p lace w ith  the least am ount 
o f money and people  to  p re ­
vent it Don t le t o ther peo­
ple decide  the fu tu re  o f Ver 
noma even our ow n e lected 
o ffic ia ls  have no c lo u t on this 
topic
*’- « l - l . l . z v  4  4 . 1

and ope ra te  our new a d d i­
tion , be sure to  stop by and 
order the* specia l book you 've  
w anted  to  read, bu t w asn 't 
a va ilab le  in our c o lle c tio n

Oh, by the way, Christm as 
is o n ly  1 54 days away, a mere 
5 m onths I have a nice new 
book e n tit le d  Christm as is 
C om ing 1987!! Keep reading 
and I ' l l  see you soon at the 
lib ra ry

Do we w an t peop le  saying 
O h yeah, Vernon ia , tha t's  

where the dum p  is or "Oh 
yeah, Vernon ia , tha t's  where 
the w o rld  class observa tory 
is !"  You ca n 't have both.
people

H elp  us in our f ig h t to  keep 
Vernonia  a live  and hea lthy 
You can he lp  w ith  yo u r tim e 
or fin a n c ia l co n tr ib u tio n s  
U n ited  we stand, d iv id ed  we 
tall

D D O V E  (D o n 't D um p 
on V e rnon ia 's  Environm ent) 
meets the 1st Tuesday of 
each m on th  at 7 p m at the 
lib ra ry  Lor fu rth e r in fo rm a  
tion  ca ll Roxana Sherman 
4291821 of Patti Jensen 
429 2860 o t w r ite  
D D O  V I at 847 Bridge- 
Street, Vernon ia . OR 97064

Patti |ensen 
Vernonia

To the Editor:

I he M is ty  M eadow s Horse 
4 H C lub  w o u ld  like  to  thank 
the people  o f Vernon ia  w ho 
helped support our 4 H ( lu b  
by saving newspapers fo r us, 
a ttend ing  o u r rabies c lin ic  
and p a rtic ip a tin g  in our ra ffle  
this year A specia l thank you 
to  Dr P lum m er fo r having  the 
rabies c lin ic  A lso to  our 
parents a b ig hug and kiss fo r 
the ir support

There w ere fo u r mem bers 
w ho showed at C o lum b ia  
County Lair and d id  very w ell 
One m em ber w en t a long and 
helped w herever she was 
needed Kerry, your he lp  was 
rea lly  app rec ia ted  A t the 
fa ir N athan Pieren w on  the 
P re s e n ta t io n  A w a rd  fo r  
lun iors, Preston G ibson won 
the A ll A round  Pony award 
and th e  J u n io r  W e s te rn  
E q u ita t io n  a w a rd  K a ri 
N erheim  and M ich e lle  Fow ler 
q u a lifie d  fo r the  State Fair

Submitted by 
Michelle Fowler 
Preston Gibson
Nathan Pieren 

Kerry Schaumberg
Mri f-rh e im


