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Direction needed to
put city on track

Vernonia City Councilmember Jan Miyasaki resign
ed recently citing the frustration created by inade
quate knowledge and lack of direction as the reason
tor her resignation

lack ot information and direction attects the city's
operations in many ways, however, and creates pro
blems tar greater than frustration

There 1s no clear hine of command between the
council and city employees  Otten when the council
decides on an action, nothing 1s done to implement
the decision When a ity employee s asked why no
actionwas taken, the response usually 1s “IT'wasn't told
to do anything, | just do what I'm told I his happens
on a regular basis, even when the employees attend
the council meetings and know ot the decisions

Lack of information creates many problems, yet s
related to the lack of direction

people were seated as cound il members

In January three new

Mivasaki

Mario Leonetti and Tom Buttimgton - while the remain

AN member, Rob Richards, had been .1[':\-'|"'|wf Oniy

three months earhier Mavor Wallace Vaughn was the
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| elected off 'l at th SN

l‘!‘.i\ experienc e o ( 1 e C( { inDe
vet the new member had to practically den Ad that
they D en enough intormation to start doimng the

t It intortunately. still ditticult tor the )

obtain a i"l]ljl"(- Ir"‘:-'-'ii|[."f'lr" FIat

A\ new ity attorney, lom Kol tarted 0 r
too, and compounded the problem Kohl wa I
tamilhiar with much ot the city's business in progre
and his advice to the council was trequently tenuous
and unclear He s becomimg more « omtortable in the

position, but still answers tar too many questions with

I don't know Or | didn't have time to study the
tile WA\ hether hl' Is Or not hw!h RIVes the dAppearance
of bemng unprepared tor his role ot legal counsel

Lack ot legal direction resulted in slowing down the
city’s clean-up campaign It started with vigor, but
W |?|'1HL.-T .|nil‘1]n_|7r' direction L Ot I.'Hu{:iv"i down and had
to start over

Vernomia 1s going to go tarther into the tinancial
hole, too, with sewer problems and long unsettled
lawsuits  But it doesn’t have to continue that way

This may be the time to consider hiring a ity ad
ministrator An experienced, knowledgeable person

\\llljlti }\r' .1}1[!' to [Il'l‘\ii!" 1'|'1|' .!il.'l'Tlll‘-l‘\'!.lTI\*'

analyvtical and techmcal expertise that 1s desperately
|]l'|'li"¢l

An administrator would require a good salary, but
that salary would eventually be absorbed by the tinan
ctal gains that come with good management  Sooner
or later. Vernonmans are going to have to realize that
the low tax base in the city 1s costing them more than
it’s saving them

Mivasaki's points are well taken Now what will be

next?
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City Libranian
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To the Editor:

Vernomia A good place

| would hike to take this op
portunity to thank my tellow
businessmen my tniends and

i\ ermonia 1O

r'-rlk'ilfr--{m Ot
their cards and thear eXpPres
ons ot hope and comtort to

my wite and tamily

I odilsw wal (o [hank The
hurches and praver groups
tor all the prayers on my
behalt
l am iree that it (87 TRY
t (,od's he through all the
prayers that | am able t 1y
thank yi today
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Mary Meyers
Sears Catalog Merchant
Vernoma
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N ¢ \ 1t the ituation to
make a proper decision |
teel a City Manager, with the
right qQuahtications Could
rehieve this problem All the
lepartments of this city need
1 SOUTCe 1 experienced
{irec tion
The citizens must be made
wware of the maior problems
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Many 1 I brary users do

tact rqaer i Kinds !
books trom the State Library

WV & Wl receive our
1 rocomputer swometime

atter September 1 and no

ater than October 31

and operate our new addi
tion, be sure to stop by and
order the special book you've
wanted to read, but wasn’t
available in our collection

Oh by the way., Christmas
is only 154 days away, a mere
» months. | have a nice new
book entitled Christmas s
Coming 1987!" Keep reading
and I'll see you soon at the
hibrary

(1 wirse | can hardly
wait  This 1s really a wonder
tul opportumty tor us to ex
pand our hbrary services As
on a I learn how to use
the Editor

tacing the ity Financial
strain of major htigation and
seemingly insurmountable
sewer problems has put a
stranglehold on our city's
budget Without tinancial
help  and support ot the
citizens. this city's future 1s 1n
question
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AT prroinems and not be
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Sincerely
Jan Mivasaki

To the Fditor

Dirk and Noni Andersen for

providing, thru the Indepen
1ent the basis tor Any i‘-nnr..]
lemocracy d tree press

yecond I would lhke to
th

ink everyone who has con
tributed, either tinancially or
with their time to the ¢ Ause
it stopping the siting of
Hacona landtill And
although we may have been
knocked down wWe are not
knocked out tolks!

The DEQ has admitted that
this site may well not be the
best place to dump all of
Clackamas. Multnomah and
Washington Counties gar
bage (not to mention their
hazardous waste) but the
place with the least amount
ot money and people to pre
vent it Don’t let other peo
ple decide the future of Ver
nonia - even our own elected
otticials have no clout on this

'u;i“

Do we want people saying
Oh yeah that's

where the dump 15" or “Oh

Vernonia

veah Vernonia, that's where
the world class observatory
1s! You can’t have both
;Jt'n;ll!'

Help us in our tight to keep
Vernonia alive and healthy
You can help with your time
or hinancial contnbutions
United we stand, divided we
tall

DDOVI (Don’t

on Vernoma's Environment

Dump

meets the 1st Tuesday of

each month at 7 pm_ at the

library  For turther informa
tion call Roxana Sherman
129181 or Patti Jenser
129-2860 Of write L
DOV at 847 Brndge
troet of OR 97064

Patti Jensen
Vernoma

To the Editor

I he Misty Meadows HoOrs
$-H Club would like to thank
the people of Vernonia w
hl'!:\ll! \'!1l[III'T our 4-H ( lut
DYy saving newspapers tor us
.1‘."1'[111”\.: our |'_|[|||'N |:Il'-\
ind participating in our rattle
A special thank you
to Dr Plummer tor having the

this vear

rabies clini Also to our
parents a big hug and kiss tor
their support

There were four members
who showed at Columbia
County Fair and did very well
One member went along and
helped
needed Kerry, your help was
really appreciated At the
fair Nathan Pieren won the
Presentation Award tor
Juniors, Preston Gibson won
the All Around Pony award
and the Junior Western
Equitation award Kari
Nerheim and Michelle Fowler
qualified for the State Fair

Submitted by
Michelle Fowler
Preston Gibson
Nathan Pieren
Kerry Schaumberg
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wherever she was
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