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Opinion
Bacona, a substitute 
for Wildwood loss?

I he B d io n a  Road site on Green M o u n t.t in  has been 
chosen to r use as a garbage du m p  to r the P ortland 
M e tro p o lita n  area I his is no surprise

A fte r years o t e tto r t  and the expend itu re  o f at least 
a m ill io n  do lla rs , the M e tro p o lita n  Services D is tr ic t 
and the state D epartm en t o t I n v iro n m e n t.il Q u a lity  
c o u ld n 't at < ept the b itte r  de te .it they su ffe red  try ing  
to  put the ir dum p  at W ild w o o d  so they i  hose Bai ona 
the site most like  W ild w o o d  a rura l, fo rested  watersh 
ed w ith  i lean w a te r and air, and best ot a ll, a sm all 
p o p u la tio n  w ith  l i t t le  po litic  al c lou t*

There are a coup le  o f o the r s im ila rities , to o
Bai ona. like  W ild w o o d , has landslides beneath the 

surface  An A p ril report to  ( H 2M  H ill, D I Q s 
" te c h n ic a l experts, discusses extensive landslides in 
the site area, (a lls  to r m ore subsurface e xp lo ra tio n  
and warns abou t slope m ovem ent Don t w o rry  it 
to o k  only f iv e  years to  teac h M e tro  DI that the sub 
surfac e lands lide  at W ild w o o d  m eant the ea rth  ac tua l 
ly  m oves In ano the r f iv e  years they may m aster the 
e q u a tio n  I andslides equa l I a rth  M ovem en t

Bacona, like  W ild w o o d  has tew residents when 
com pared  to  the M e tro  area tew  yes, bu t adam ant 
tha t the ir w a te r w ill not he p o llu te d , the ir property 
w ill not be* destroyed, and th e ir life s ty le  w ill not disap 
pear under a m o u n ta in  o t garbage

1 here is ano the r s im ila r ity  It takes a great dea l o t 
m oney to  f ig h t c ity  ha ll or, in this i ase, to  fig h t M e tro  
and Df Q  W ild w o o d  opponen ts  spent app rox im a te ly  
$15(),IMH) Bacona opponen ts  need $ tO.CMM) right now 
and w ill need m ore  du rin g  the b a ttle  to  com e

In the w ords of ( a ro le  W inner, a Scappoose rest 
dent and W ild w o o d  opponen t Som eth ing  is te rr ib ly  
w rong  w ith  the legislative* and |u d ic ia l processes in 
O regon when com m u n ity  o rgan iza tion s  and en 
v ironm en tahsts . bad ly  o u tm a tc h e d  and ou ttu n d e d , 
must do  b a ttle  w ith  taxpayer tunded  agem  lex to  pre 
vent garbage and sewer sludge fro m  seeping in to  the ir 
d r in k in g  w a te r

S om eth ing  is te rr ib ly  w rong, to o  when the state 
agency charged w ith  p ro te c tin g  our env ironm en t 
w orks so hard to  p o llu te  our watersheds bee ause 
tha t s easier, p o lit ic a lly ,  than  ins is ting  tha t M e tro  
d e ve lo p  an in te llig e n t system to  dispose* o f its waste

Now is the time* to  tigh t I, you th ink  it s not your 
p ro b le m  th in k  again Hunk abou t the* beauty o f this 
area, abou t the hea lthy livestoc k and crops, abou t the 
hun tin g  and fish ing  I hink abou t your ch ild re n  and 
grandchildren th e n  th ink  about w hat w a te r p o l lu ­
t io n  w ill do  to  a ll o t them

W e c a n t  a ffo rd  to  lose* ou r c lean  w a te r and we 
c an t a ffo rd  to  let the* state shove P o rtland  s garbage 
dow n our th roa ts

¡etween the ookends
By Sands N im z

S c h o o ls  o u t, su m m e r’s 
h e re "  It s hard to  believe, 
b u t true  I he lib rary is busier 
than ever O ur summer 
reading program  is in lu l l  ws 
mg Remember students 
reading It)  books th is summer 
w ill receive a very o ttic  tai 
c e rt if ic a te  fro m  G overnor 
N e i l  G o ld s c h m id t  a n d  
Superin tendent o t Ins tru í tion  
Verne I Juntan  So d on 't 
delay, start reading to d a y 1

Many nets title s  have been 
added this m on th  A ll you 
Stephen K ing tans w ill want

to  sign up to r his newest book 
M isery This is a b i, d i f ­

fe rent than his usual w ork, 
and it s a story that co u ld  
rea lly  happen, right here in
Vernonia Sounds in trigu ing  
doesn t it>

Another new best seller is 
Dean Koontz s "W atche rs  
I his one I'm  to ld  is an ex­
ce lle n t book especia lly  fo r 
an im a l lovers Everyone w ho  
loves to  read D an ie lle  Steele 
w ill be happy to  know tha t 
we have her latest, "F ine  
Things I haven 't had tim e  
to  read this, bu t I was to ld , 
again, that it s a very good.

Letters to  the Editor

sad book W in d m ills  ot the 
G o d s ,”  S idney S h e ld o n  s 
newest book is a lso  here We 
base som eth ing  fo r eve ryone ’

th e  big, sum m er book sale 
is in fu l l  sw ing Com e in and 
take a look 1 he pric e is right 
and new title s  arc* added 
every day Anyone ages 10 to  
100 w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to  
v o lu n te e r  in  th e  lib ra ry  
shou ld  com e and see me* I 
can fin d  many th ings fo r you 
to  do

Keep reading, and don t 
fo rg e t to  stop and shop our 
book sa le ” 1

To the Editor:
1 he* state* parks departm ent 

is beating  a dead hors«* by 
lo o k in g  a g a in , a t th e  
deve lopm ent ot the Banks 
Vernonia  Linear Park, and by 
considering  the* alloc a tion  of 
funds to r another fe as ib ility  
.tudy

Ih e  find ings o f sue h a 
study w o n t be* m uch d it 
te ren t than the find ings ot the 
study done in 1976 The 
study, as w e ll as the idea of 
the park w ill be m et w ith  
f i t  AVY R IS IS IA N C t from 
p rope rty  owners a long the 
rou te

As tw o  ot those property 
owners we are reg istering  our 
o p p o s itio n  because o t con 
t ern about property damage* 
by those* using the* park le. 
vanda lism  and tire* hazard 
from  c am pfires and smokers

la n d  bo rde ring  the* park is 
p rim a rily  tim b e r and the* 
p o te n tia l tire* hazard is a very 
im p o rta n t issue It a tire  
« aused by a park user spread 
to  our p rope rty  w o u ld  the 
state* assume lia b ility  fo r tlw* 
dam age doner

In 1976 there were* plans to  
fence and deck the ra ilroad  
trestles to r hikers and bikers, 
while* p rov id ing  ground level 
crossings to r horses I his 
w o u ld  mean horses crossing 
H ighw ay 47 in at least 1 
plac e*s. 2 ot whic h are* at c or 
ners w ith  m in im um  v is ib ility , 
w h ich  w ou ld  crea te  lia b ility  
to r the* state* and danger to  
m otoris ts

A lso w orth  noting  is tha t 
no, a ll of the* land is available* 
to r deve lopm ent Some* pro  
pe*rty owners have* reac q u irt 'd  
the ir land in cou rt a fte r the­

se am of the centu ry  when 
the ra ilroad  p rope rty  was 
sold to  the* state SO FAST 
tha t p riva te  p roperty  owners 
w ere unaware o f wha, was 
going on u n til it was too  la te  
to  do  any th ing about it even 
when ,he*v were to  have the* 
firs , righ t-o f-re fusa l to  the 
land or the ir deeds said the 
land w ou ld  revert to  them  
when the ra ilroad  was no 
longer in use

The app ropria tion  and the 
study are* a waste and w ill 
'how  much MORf resistance

The* sta te  m igh t w an t to  
p r e p a r e  f o r  a n o th e r  
grassroots o p p o s itio n  move* 
m en, fro m  the c itizens  o f ( ol 
um b ia  and W ash ing ton  coun 
ties

Sincerely, 
Patricia Cone Ras 
Margaret E. Cone

To the Editor:
W e no longer live  in Ver 

nom a (bu t s till ow n  our pro 
perty ) and are saddened to 
hear o t the* proposed dum p at 
Bac ona D on  , de lay |o in  in 
the* f ig h t ' Send donations ,«> 
D D O V F, w rite  le tte rs  attend 
m eetings W e are 12S miles 
away and w an , to  help

D o n ',  to m e  c ry in g  to  
anyone if your d rin k in g  water 
becom es ta in te d  thanks to  
the fla k y  sounding  plastic 
line r "  Y o u 'll p robab ly  be 
dead anyhow

NO W  is the tim e  to  ac, 
b e fo re  V e rnon ia  becomes 
part o f the a rm p it o f Oregon

Sincerely, 
David A Dianne Cornog

Puyallup Washington
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