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O pin ion
47J board should 

face Bacona issue
I he Vernonia School Board has yet to  he heard 

trom  regard ing  the proposed B.tc on.t la n d f il l though  
there .ire questions ot legitim ate- c one e-rn to  the 
d is tr ic t I vv o ot the* questions arc- W h .it v\ il l happen 
to  p roperty  values it the dum p  is sited at Bac o n a 1' 
and V\ 111 H a m ill O bserva to ry  he b u i l t1'

I he hoard  has in d ica te d  they don t w ant to  get in 
y o k e d  w ith  the clump argum ents because- it s a

p o lit ic a l question , not e d u ca tio n a l
D w igh t ( .r is w o ld  c ha irm an  ot the board  o, direc 

tors in the Banks School D is tr ic t te s tifie d  at the In  
v iro n iiie n t.il Q u a lity  C om m iss ion  heating in Banks 
that studies show a 10% d e v a lu a tio n  in p rope rty  neat 
la n d fills  I he- Banks and N o rth  Plains schoo l h o a rd s  
are opposing  the Bac ona dum p  bee ause any dec line in 
p roperty  va lues means taxpayers w o u ld  have to  pay 
m ore per thousand do lla rs  ot v a lu a tio n  |ust to  m ain 
ta in  cu rren t schoo l f in a n c in g  ( .r is w o ld  te s tifie d  
bec ause* his c one ern to r taxpayers and students re 
c,uired him  to  ac t po litic  al

I he ( )regon 1 d u ra t io n  Assoc i. it io n  Board o, Direc 
tors vo ted  to  oppose- the du m p  bee ause it w o u ld  pre­
vent the b u ild in g  ot H a m ill ( )bse-rvatory w h ich  they 
c onsider an e-xc it in g  educ a tio n a l o p p o rtu n ity  Susan 
W ile oxen a teacher at |e-vve-ll School w h o  represents 
( o lum b ia  I la ,sop  and I illa m o o k  ( ounties on ( )l Vs 
Board o , D irec to rs  te s tifie d  at the- I Q ( hearing 
bee ause- he-r e one ern to r students requ ired  her to  ac ,

pc>1 itic al
I he sc hoo l board is po litic  al or m em bers xvouldn , 

have* to  be* e*le*c ,e*d so i, s to o  late* to  avo id  po litic  s 
I, s also to o  late* to  avo id  the- dum p  issue- It s time- to  
study the- issue*, take* a stand make- you r stand pub lic 
and be- p o lit ic a l because ot your c one e-rn to r e-duc a 
, i o n

King earns thanks
I he- ( om m um ty  H e a lth  I air has been a pos itive  

a c tiv ity  w ith  many segments ot the* com m un ity  
helping make- it successful

line* person, how ever h.is be*en the- sp<*arbe*acl 
to r this endeavor M arsha K ing As hea lth  
teacher at V e rnon ia  H igh K ing c o u ld  have- been 
sa tis ,led  to  sim ply do  her daytime* |ob  Instead 
she pu t in many extra hours m ak ing  phone* calls, 
w r i t in g  le t te rs  o rg a n iz in g  w o rk in g  w ith  
vo lun tee rs , and do ing  w ha teve r was needed to  
provide* th is service to  the  com m u n ity

K ing  w ill be* leav ing  V e rnon ia  at the end o f the 
schoo l year, bu t she's leav ing  beh ind  a tine* 
legacy, and .in o rg a n iz a tio n  so others can con 
tinue  the* effo rt

W e* pis, w an , to  say M arsha K ing thank yo u '

L etters  to  th e  E d ito r
/he- fo //ow m g  fw o  letters 

were sent to  the- I ns ironm en  
t j l  Q ua lity  Com m ission w hich  
asked tor com m ent reftardinn  
H acon j Road  as a possib le  
dum p lo r the M e tropo litan  
Sery ic c-s D is tn r t

Dear I nvironmental Quality  
C ommission,

I irst le, mt* say I am no, 
mac) at I)  t (.) They had the 
im possib le  task o t s iting  a 
dum p in on ly one- year, w hit h 
im p lies that they had to  rely 
on the fa ta lly  flaw ed  studies 
already on hand

I ha, said I w ou ld  like  to 
c o m p la in  abou t the three 
tina l sites chosen lo w  
m ed ium  or high none- ssould 
p rov ide  a perm anent solu­
tion  lo w  Ramsey Lake 
w inch  w ou ld  p robab ly  no, 
pass I nv ironnn-n ,a l Im pact 
S tu d y  b e c a u s e  o t th e  
w etlands w ou ld  have* tried  to 
) iu , a p la s tic  bag w ith  
m egatons ot garbage* in a 
swamp M edium , W ild w o o d  
since and r ig h t,u lly  d ropped 
w ou ld  have- tried  to  pu , it on 
an unstab le  slope* H igh 
Bac ona w h ich  w ou ld  pu , a ll 
that p o te n tia l p o llu t io n  at the* 
headwaters o f tw o  ma,or 
riv ers

Now as anyone- w ho  has 
c arrie-d a plastic sac k o , gar 
bage from  the- k itchen  to  the- 
can knows plastic sac ks le ak 
some-times the-y b reak ' W hen 
m ine breaks. I clean it  up a 
new sac k pic k up the* te-n 
pounds sweep mo,) W hen 
yours breaks you c anno, pu k 
up the- hunc,re*ds o , m illions  
o t pounds Nobody in his 
righ t m ind  expects a plastic 
liner to  last foreve r Nobody 
in his r igh t m ind  even th inks it 
c an be- pate bed

I have read the b lith e  
s,a,e-men,s about a leac hate 
w arn ing  system W hen the 
a larm  goes o ff  beep beep.

re d  l ig h t  f la s h in g
I t  AC HA 11 1 what are- we* 

going to  do? Rush in a I )  9. 
flush 21) m illio n  tons ot ro, 
tm g garbage* ou, of the- way, 
patc h the- leak and flush it al I 
back again '1 Maybe* we- have 
a radar direc ted nii-e hanic al 
mole- w hich  digs under the- 
f i i l e  a n d  s q u ir t s  s e l f  
hardening liq u id  patc hr

No, my trie-nds when the 
a larm  goes o tt whoe-ve-r is in 
c harge w ill do the- only th ing  
he- can do, turn  o ff the a la rm  
and go bac k to  sleep

I here are- a lte rna tives I alk 
to  (o lu m b ia  C ounty about a 
bu rne r ta lk  to  Waste- 
M a n a g e m e n t and  o th e rs  
about transporting  it to  a site 
w h e re  th e  r a in f a l l  is 
measured in inches, ra ther 
than yards

Between us, you and me 
and a coup le  of m illio n  o ther 
Ore-gomans we- should be 
able- to  solve this p rob lem  
ra ther than bury ing  it

, ra /ie r Rohm, P h D  
Vernonia

I o  The O .I.Q .C .:
I have* serious concerns 

w ith  the- c-ttects of a la n d f ill 
in the- Bac ona Ro.id area, and 
be lieve  1)1 Q  and I Q  ( 
should and do  have s im ilar 
c one e-rns

I he-re- fo llo w s  an outline* o, 
some- thoughts regarding the- 
im pact o, a k in d , il l in our 
area

,) I he- area p o te n tia lly  at 
tee ted by the- proposed land 
t i l l  is no, in the- M  S 1) nor by 
our c hcnc e* under I) t Q  th is  
should no, even give M  S I)  
the right to  dum p in our area

2) W ith o u t D I  Q  c o n tro l 
(i e- no vehic le em ission in ­
spection) we* have clean air 
and o,he*r high q u a lity  en ­
v i r o n m e n ta l  c o n d it io n s ,  
c loser to  Portland than any 
o ther usable to r a high tech 
o b s e rv a to r y  H e lp  us 
preserve no, ru in  tha , en ­

vironment'
t) the- H a m ill Obse-rvatory 

can have- te chn ica l im pact 
th a ,  w i l l  e n h a n c  e o u r 
k n o w le d g e  o f the- ent ire- 
w o rld  If the la n d f ill is ap 
proved, w e II have- no obse-r 
va tory

4) O u r w a te r she*d areas 
are- a lready  frag ile , but are 
lie-ing constan tly  reconstruct 
e-d (replanted) I, this h ind till 
is p e rm itte d , we w ill un 
d o u b te d ly  never recover the 
invo lved watershed ( s |

5) I, is tim e  I Q (  and 
[)  t Q  loo ked  at d isposal ot 
garbage- by means othe-r than

la n d ,ills  O th e r less e-n 
v i r o n m e n t a l l y  h a r m fu l  
m e th o d s  a te  c u r r e n t ly  
available* and in use- No mat 
ter w ha , it is c a iled  a garbage- 
d um p  is s t il l a garbage- dum p 
w ith  a ll the- t i l th  and disease- 
ridden  side effec ,s and othe-r 
dam ag ing  effec ts only some- 
o f yshic h have- be-e-n m ention 
e-d here*

M arion D. Peterson 
Vernonia

Io  fhe I  di tor:
If we are- so concerned 

abou t having  a dum p <>n 
Bacona Road te ll me- why so 
muc h garbage- is dum ped on 
H w y 47 Surely it  is no, all 
tou ris ts  and o u t-o f towners 
tha , p u t i, there

I, takes very little- e ffo rt to 
keep your garbage in your c ar 
and dispose of i, when you 
reach your destination

Now tha , some- e ffo r t has 
be-e-n m ade to  e lean up Hwy 
47 and the c ity  streets, le, us 
keep i, th a , way How our 
tow n  looks re-tlec ts the at 
, ift id e  o f a ll o f us lake- pride 
in V ernon ia  you live  here

Rebecca |ensen 
Age ,2

Vernonia
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