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O p i n i o n _____
Whose democracy 
is more important?

On«* d e fin it io n  ot d e m o t ra t y is tb .it it is a p o lit ic  al 
system whereun the m a jo r ity  c an im pose th e ir w ill 
upon the  m in o rity

Using th is d e fin it io n , w<* have a large p o p u la tio n  in 
the P o rtland  m et ro jio li t i . in  area seeking to  du m p  the ir 
garbage, democ ratic a lly  o f course, upon a m in o rity  
liv in g  in northw est W ash ing ton  and southw est ( .o lu m  
bid C ounties

The m a jo r ity  to  fie  considered in th is instance 
should he the m a jo rity  o l those liv in g  m the area that 
w o u ld  he aft«*« ted by a garbage d u m p  ra ther than  a 
m a jo r ity  liv ing  in the region or state*

D TQ  has c a re fu lly  orc hestrat«*d the show by 
deve lo jnng  a PR program  d«*sign«*d to  ove rw h e lm  any 
c o m p l.lin ts  tears and anxie ties am ong the ind igenous 
p o p u !? f ion  in the v ic in ity  ot the Bacona site I hey 
hav«*n t provid«*d answers to  s ig n if ic a n t questions

O t the spec ious response's they have p rov ided , 
m any .ire* h y jio th e t ic . il, some* are* p a te n tly  contrad ic  
tory. some are* d ow n righ t false* and eat h ques tion  
and answer session ends w ith  the* disc la im e r ( )t 
course, yve can t guarant«*«* th a t '"

Q uestions abou t a ir and w a te r p o llu tio n , tire* p ro  
t«*< tion , d ispos ition  o t leachate, tra ffic  congestion , 
and re ro u ting  o f garbage* transt«*r trucks th rough  Ver 
noma (h ir in g  emergene les on Hwy 26 or the* low e*r jio r  
t ion o t H w y -1 , are a ll sign it i< an t I hey requ ire  s ign if i 
e ant answ«*rs and sine «• no sue h ansvsers are* fo rth « o m  
mg. we m ust assume* the* que*stions are unansw erab le  
and the* PR program  is d«*sign«*d to  lu ll our t«*ars and 
d u ll ou r m e n ta litie s

I he* selec tio n  ot the* Ba« ona site, at 11»,X) 1«(X> fee t 
above sea level on G reen M o u n ta in , has n«*gated any 
appearance ot o b je c t iv ity  on D T Q s  pa rt I hey o b ­
v io u s ly  favo r exped iency. i t * . the  best site is the one 
that arouses the sm allest num erica l pr«>test. know ing  
fu ll w e ll tha t remoteness in itse lf, is a to ta lly  m ade 
(jua te  « r ite r io n  to r sue h a e hoi« e

Ib is, «ou p le d  w ith  the rid icu lo u s  op tio ns  th .it 
D I <2 pre tends are* answers hu t w h ich  o ffe r  no 
guarantees, is absurd A d d itio n a lly  the* m e tro p o lita n  
areas have m ade l i t t le  e t to r ,  to  reduce* th«*ir garbag«* 
vo lum e  though  the ir rhetori« abou t waste* stream  
redue tio n  < o u ld  generate a w inds to rm

H ow ever sim plistic the* so lu tio n  may fie tht* m .qo ri 
tv in the M e tro p o lita n  Services D is tr ic t no d o u b t 
w o u ld  fe*e*l it (juite* di*moe ratie to  vo te  unan im ously to  
d u m p  the ir garbage in our « om m u m ty  A tte r a ll they 
have* so  m any vot«*s and there* are so le*w voters in th is

rem o te  area Df (2 fee ls  the* s a m e  w a v

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  M O N T H
W e A ll W in

As I he ( iregom an ed ito rs w rote. I he* losers' (those unhappy  a bo u t the* 
tm a l site* loca le ) w ill he* winners, when the d um p  e ve n tu a lly  w ill he fille d , 
fo r 1)1 Q  is p roposing to  leave the* site be tte r than it fo u n d  it Some com  
m un ity  may fin d  itse lf w ith  a new park, or go lf course, o r som e o th e r con i 
m u n ity  am en ity  "

(f rom  I ) f  Q  s th ird  la n d fill re*jiort )

Letters to the Editor
To The* I d ito r:

I m w ritin g  th e  le tte r to  
«.<11 a tte n tio n  to  a ve*ry v is ib le  
p rob lem  that se*e*ms to  have 
be*en ignored bv our < ounty 
and < ity

I very tim e  I d rive  to  or 
tro m  Vernonia  I am appallc*d 
by the* am ount ot garbage 
a long Hwy 47 I've* notie ed it 
m ain ly consists o t fast food  
beve rage  and to o d  to n  
tamers I here are some*time*s 
a tew bo ttle s  or a lum inum  
( ans bu t they are* usually 
pic ked u j) and turned in tor 
the* deposit re fund

My question  is why won t 
peop le  use garbage e ans*
« an l they w a it u n til they get 
home* to  dis,lose* ot the ir gar 
bag e '

W hat can we. as a to m  
m un ity do  about (his pro 
b le m '

D o n , people  rea lize  how 
this re flec ts  on them  .is in 
div 'd u a ls ' It say s to  the « om 
m un ity  We don t ear»« 
about the environm ent or the 
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  o u r  
highway s

W e need to  fin d  a so lu tion  
to  this p rob lem  and fast*

M ary Sohler 
V em onia

To the Editor:

I w ou ld  like* to  express my 
thanks to  a ll w ho w orked so 
hard on our las, sc hoo l p lay 
H was g rea t1 You showed us 
again jus, how great you can 
be* I, is so rew ard ing ,o  see 
students in v o k e d  w ith  extra 
cu rr icu la r activ ities , w ork ing  
three tim es as hard to  ,d | 
their double* roles Parental 
support was super C on­
g ra tu la tions on a job  w e ll 
done!

I w ou ld  also like  to  thank 
the* students w ho  made the* 
( as, pa rty  at our house a 
w o n d e rfu l experience I 
w ou ld  be* p roud to  w ork w ith  
vou again G ood  luck on 
your next produc tion

1 he* p e o p le  w h o  w ere  
unable to  a ttend rea lly  miss 
e*d an en joyab le  evening

Sincerely,
( athy Crabtree

To The ( ditor:

19«6 was a very exc iting  
and sue < essful year to r the 
W om en's Resource C enter o t 
( o lu m b ia  ( oun ty  O ur agen­
cy rect'ived over 1100 crisis 
ca lls and walk ms, and served 
,S(K) w om en ch ild ren  and

m en needing assistance* in 
fo rm a tio n  anchor referra ls 
A lo n g  w ith  o p e ra t in g  a 
24 hour crisis line. \ \  K( pro  
s ided  counse ling  transport.» 
tio n  and sate* housing, we also 
re fe rred  e liernts to  ,»rotes 
sional counseling , m edica l 
legal and , inane tai aid

O ur Speakers Bureau has 
spoken to  more* than 10«Ml in 
d iv id u a ls  in ( o lu m b ia  ( ounty 
e o m n iu m ,ics . o rgan izations 
schools anti businesses We 
have* sueeesstul ( h ild  Assault 
P re v e n t io n  P ro g ra m  to r 
p reschoolers and an active* 
C ourt W a tch  p rogram  w huh  
is s t a f f e d  b y  t r a in e d  
vo lun tee rs  tro m  W R ( Dor 
mg 198«>, the cente r bad 8 164 
dona ted  vo lu n te e r hours

WRC's vo lun teers , board o, 
direc tors and s ta ff w ou ld  like 
,o  thank a ll o f the o rgan i/a  
tions and ind iv id ua ls  who 
have c o n tr ib u te d  the ir time 
energy and o the r resourc es to 
b e n e f i t  th e  W o m e n  s 
Re-source* C en te r W e look 
fo rw a rd  to  ju o v id in g  c on,m u 
mg services to  the* residents 
o t ( o lu m b ia  ( o un ty

Sincerely 
Patricia A. Anderson

Volunteer Coordinator

hyjiothetic.il

