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O p i n i o n _____
Changes have been 
encouraging during 
first year’s efforts

O ne V*‘«>f ‘>ki' > t h<* I irst issue ot I he IN D l I’ l N| )f N 1 
hit the streets ,i response to  repeated recjuests and 
urgings fro m  m any w ho  te lt th .it a t ( im m un ity  c annot 
surv ive .is e ithe r a p o litic  al or soc i.il en tity  w ith o u t a 
means o t co m m u n ic a tio n  m ore re lia b le  than  scut 
tle h u t, rum or and gossip

\ \ e  agreed then, and we agree now tha t there* e o u ld  
he ne ithe r c onsensus nor progress w ith o u t re lia b le  et 
tec tive  c om m unic a ,io n  W ors t ot a ll there c o u ld  he* 
no sens»* o t c o m n iu m ,y

Several c hanges have* oc c u rred  in the* las, year No 
more* businesses have closed, in ta c , several new 
businesses have opened up A city wide* p rope rty  
c leanup  has been s tarted  to  e lim in a te  the* eyesores ot 
de*re*hc t p rope rties  A re v ita liz e d  p lann ing  c om m is 
sion no longer rubbe r stam ps every reejues, to r 
va rian t e A new c ity  c oune il is tak ing  a fresh look at 
lo ca l governm ent M u tu a l a id agreem ents have been 
signed by the area s emergene y d istric ts

I he* IN I )| I’ l NI )| N I basil t made* these e hanges the* 
jieople* have* made* the  c flange's \ \  ha, we* have* tr ie d  to  
d o  is provide* a fo ru m  fo r ideas, and present a lte r ­
native's to  "We* tried  tha t one e* and it chdn , work

Many more* change’s .ire* needed While* we* are* 
e*spe*c ta lly  pleased tha , the* business com m u n ity  has 
grow n we* w o u ld  like* to  see* more* e tfo r ,  to  shop at 
home* W e* know there  are* s till serv it es and goods tha t 
a ren ’t available* here*, bu , m uch  o , w ha t we* w an, or 
need can he* fo u n d  lo ca lly  I very  d o lla r  spe*n, turns 
over seven tim es in the* loc al e*c onom y 1 fie* money we* 
spend p rov ides |obs som ewhere, why not here*/

Also, it is the advertisers w ho provide* a tree 
ne*wspape*r to r the* e o m m u n ity  A year ago we* said we* 
d id n ’t expet, to  make* a fortune* p u b lish in g  a paper in 
V e rnon ia  That s good because we* haven , Bu, the 
paper has surv ived and perhaps sometime* du rin g  th is 
next year, w ith  co n tin u e d  support, we* v \ ill he* ab le  to  
pub lish  twice* eac h m on th

In the meantime*, we* w an, to  e*xpre*ss ou r appree i . r  
tio n  to r the support we have rece ived  fro m  the* com  
m un ity  w ith o u t that, the re  w o u ld  he* no new spaper
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Letters to the Editor
T <> the* , chine:

I svmile, like* to  take tins op 
p o rtu n ity  to  thank the* Ver 
noma ( ham ber o, ( omme*rce 
fo r  selec ting  me* as the* tust 
rec ipie*nt o l the ir Man ot the 
Year aw ard  It is very d it 
ticc ilt to r me Io  express the* 
|oy  and p ride  w h ich  acco in  
panic's th is honor But it is 
e»asy lo r me to  te ll you the* ten 
p o rtan ce  ot the friendships 
and assoc lattons I have* ac 
c,uired over the years, and 
boss they have mack* tasks I 
have undertaken  far easier 
than they appear

I he* people* ot Vernonia 
w ho  ssork to  make* this a be*, 
te r c o m m un ity  are* a ll deserv 
mg o t a title* sue h as this 
Some* e ffo rts  are* visible*, and 
some stay tuc ked in the* 
bac kground bu t it is the c om 
b in a tio n  ot these that vs ill 
le*ad to  a sue c essful < o m ­
m un ity  We live  and w ork in 
a tow n  that exists bee ause ot 
the  sp irit o t fr iendsh ip  that 
abounds from  a ll o f you

I a lso w an t to  say thanks to 
a ll the* tine* people  ssho have* 
he lped  me* in past proiec ts 
and to  le t you knovs there are* 
many more* on the horizon  
l o  a ll o t you  keep up the* 
good work together we* c an 
make* this com m un ity  a ll that 
sve hope it to  be

Bill Hawkins 
Vernonia

letter
! ld  Note I he fo llow ing let 
ter is as sent to I red Klinger. 
President ot the Vernonu 
Area C b.imbe*r ot ( ommerce I
Dear M r K linger:

My sincere thanks to  you. 
your o rgan ization, and the 
se le c tio n  com m ittee* ssho 
selec ,e*d me as W om an ot the 
Year to r 198b

I am highly honored and 
w ill strive* to  continue* to  do 
the best I ta n  to  m a in ta in  the 
q u a lity  ot this high reward

th e  Firs, Annual ( it iz e n s  
Assards D inner was very w e ll 
p lanned and handled by a ll 
w ho p a rtic ip a ted  and thev 
are to  be cong ra tu la ted  to r 
service* rendered

I have* also sent a e opy ot 
this le tte r to  our newspaper 
1 he Independent. so that our 
triends and neighbors ot Ver 
noma c an read ot just one ot 
the many things our ( ham ber 
does crea ting  w arm th  and 
friendsh ip  in our area

W ish ing your o rgan iza tion  
g row th  and prosperity

Gratefully yours, 
Dorothy Yadon

Vernonia

To the I ditor:
th is  le tte r is w ritte n  in 

regard ,o  your firs t annual 
( itizens Awards D inner I 
»eel a good tim e was had by 
a ll The food, en te rta inm ent 
and banquet in general were 
tust great

Spec i.il thanks should  go 
ou t to  I red K ling e r and a ll ot 
those* in vo lve d  in m aking the 
even ing the g reat success it 
was

A lso a very spec i.d thanks 
to  those honored  W ithou t 
them  you w o u ld  no, have the 
tine, fr ie n d ly  co m m un ity  you 
have* M y wife* and I could  
no, he lp  bu, n o tit e* the ex 
t r a o rd in a ry  w a rm th  and 
friend liness present and you 
should a ll he p roud

Your tow n  is very special 
and we thank you to r an ex 
, remedy enjoyable* evening in 
V ernon ia

We thank you again
W a lly  and Linda Thompson 

St Helens

Open le tte r to  the Communi­
ty :

M any distric t patrons can 
re c a ll the* p ro b le m s  en 
c oun te red  w ith  a head lie e in 
te s ta tio n  d u ring  the* 1‘»H1 82 
sc hoo l year I hose* problem s 
drew a tte n tio n  to  the need 
to r adequate  and tim e ly  tic-.id 
lice  screening to r students

As a resu lt o f those* events 
several years ago. a group o, 
vo lun teers , headed by Nona 
Skinner, has p rov ided  head 
lice  screening on a regular 
basis th ro ug h ou t the* sc hool 
year N orm a lly  c o n d u c t'd  
the second day o t sc hoo l and 
a fte r than ksg iv ing  ( hristmas 
and spring breaks, the* c hecks 
assist schoo l o ffic ia ls  and 
paren ts  rem edy p rob lem s 
tha t nngh, otherwise* go un 
c het ked

O n b eha lf of the* D is tric t I 
w ou ld  like* to  com m end  Mrs 
S k in n e r  a n d  th e  m any 
vo lun tee rs  ,ha , have assisted 
her d u rin g  the pas, tive  years 
th e ir  task is no , always a 
p leasant one* ye , they have 
responded to  the* < hallenge in 
a p os itive  and co n fid e n tia l 
m anner

S h o u ld  yo u  have* any 
specific questions or con 
c erns. or like* to  vo lun tee r ,O 
assist, you  arc* encouraged to 
c o n ta c t M rs S k inne r at 
429 8401

Sincerely,
Richard I. Hnryna

Superintendent of School*
Vernonia

To the Iditor

W e w o u ld  like  to  thank all 
the* people* w ho  c ared and 
shared w ith  those w ho had 
less th is  ( h ristm as season

A ll the* < hure hes. Vernonia 
Cares, Senior Center, so many 
w ho  gave so u nse lfish ly

Am enc a. the  land  o f p len ­
ty , is h u rting  to da y  so many 
peop le  w ith o u t |o b s , w ith  
sickness, fa m ilie s  w ith o u t 
shelter and fo o d

We do have the treedom ,o 
reach I, we have the w ill to


