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Gray: Hopeful has roots
in Virginia politics
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Gray, 71, grew up in a
political family in Virginia,
where his father Frederick
Thomas Gray was a legislator
and served as state attorney
general in the early 1960s.

Rick Gray attended the
University of Virginia and
went to law school. After
receiving his master’s degree,
he worked with his father for
three years in the Legislature,
taught and practiced law. He
served as secretary to the
Commonwealth from 1979
to 1981, resigning in 1981
in solidarity with striking air
traffic controllers.

In Virginia, Gray taught
history at  Midlothian
High School in Chester-
field County, William Mon-
roe High School in Greene
County and the Appomattox
Regional Governor’s School
in Petersburg.

After several years of car-
ing for his mother, he turned
to the West Coast following
her death in 2011.

“My best friend had a
two-bedroom apartment,” he
said. “She was getting over
a divorce. She said I should
come to Cannon Beach
because it’s a healing place.
The rest is history.”

He hopes his experience
in Virginia will translate to
Oregon.

He bypassed a run at city
government, which, he said,
typically leads to “a bias
toward consensus. Nobody
wants to step too far outside
the circle.”

He sees himself as a dis-

senting voice.

“A legislature 1 under-
stand,” Gray said. “I’ve been
around them and legislatures
start with a combat and work
toward compromise. But in
the process, a lot of times,
you do get to explore ideas,
amendments — there’s ways
to shape proposals into some-
thing that makes sense.”

Gray describes himself
as “a moderately progres-
sive Republican” of the type
popularized by former U.S.
Sen. John Warner, a Virginia
Republican whose campaign
he worked on.

“I thought he was likable,”
Gray said. “I also liked his
approach to things.”

He said education was at
the top of his agenda, with a
need for funding at all levels
and additional assistance for
students.

“One of the things I
learned when I was teaching,
all around the country there
are way too many kids who
have spent five or six years
before they graduated from
college,” he said. “It doesn’t
bother the college if they have
to stay an extra year, because
they get another year’s worth
of money. It really increases
the cost of education. That’s
another year you’re paying
out and you’re not starting to
earn it. We should really do
an audit of that.”

In fighting homelessness,
Gray said there is a tendency
to push people along. Oregon
could learn from other states
and cities, citing Houston and
Salt Lake City as examples of
positive results.

Dana Gould joins Gearhart City Council. She took the oath
of office on July 6 from Mayor Kerry Smith. Center, Austin
Tomlinson and Reita Fackerell. At right, Justine Hill.

Gearhart: Smith, Gould
take oath of office
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you all in mind if in the
future I am put in a position
of making a similar choice.”

Originally from Belling-
ham, Washington, Gould
served as a county sheriff’s
deputy and first responder in
Southern California, where
she also acted with her coun-
ty’s human resources and
health and risk management
divisions.

Family ties brought her
to Gearhart, where she has
lived since 2018.

She said she was “hum-
bled and excited” by the
council appointment. “I’'m
interested in helping if I can
help with providing help to
the council with a strong
background in project man-
agement for government
entities and buildings, mostly
law enforcement-type proj-
ects,” she said.

After the meeting, she
said she was honored by the
appointment. “Gearhart is
a fabulous little town and
as evidenced by the recent
Fourth of July parade and
street dance, its citizens care
deeply for each other,” she
said. “I see it in social media
postings. I see it when com-
munity volunteers come
together to assume personal
responsibility to resolve
community problems such
as beach cleanup or Ridge
Path upkeep. I see it when
neighbors greet each other
on the street or in their gar-
dens. I believe we all want to
retain Gearhart’s old world,
small-town charm, but we
also understand the modern
world has delivered some
very serious challenges to
our doors. I believe it would
be a real shame if our com-
munity’s future successes
came at the price of our
camaraderie.”

Smith’s appointment was
held in City Hall chambers
via Zoom for security rea-

Dana Gould joined Gearhart’s
City Council this month.

sons after reports of poten-
tial gun use at a council
meeting.

“Each day, our world
has become complicated
and convoluted,” Smith
said. “This is true for a
small town like ours, indi-
vidual states, our country
and the entire globe. Much
of the fear and hate-mon-
gering and misinformation
can be blamed on the inter-
net. Some ideas have sim-
ply been fostered by word-
of-mouth communication.
My wife and I do not use
Facebook, Twitter or any of
these internet sites. We text
our children and email the
old-fashioned way for busi-
ness. This is where 1 would
like to ask you all to take a
deep breath and step back as
we learn to work together
amongst ourselves to move
forward.

“Moving on, I believe
that the failure of the resil-
iency bond clearly shows
that voters like Gearhart are
not interested in what was
put forth for their approval,”
Smith said. “Not every voter
had the same reason to vote
‘no’ and many voters were
on the fence. I also believe
the majority of voters do
feel we need a new fire hall
and that is a matter we need
to discuss together. I hope to
have an informal survey in
the near future.”
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Cecil Capoeman in front of “Thunderbird + Killer Whale” at the convention center art unveiling.

Center: Artists present Northwest-themed work
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Schaerer’s work, and
that of other artists repre-
sented in the show, reflects
the nature and the beauty of
the area that we live in, Frost
said.

“Some folks that come to
the convention center come
from all over the world,
and maybe they won’t get a
chance to go out and enjoy
some of the beautiful spaces,
but they will have that here,”
she said. “It really honors
the nature and the beauty of
the space that we live in.”

Stirling  Gorsuch, an
Astoria-based  printmaker
raised in Cannon Beach,
said his work was inspired
by Japanese wood-block
prints from the 19th century.
The Seaside High School
graduate’s work has been
shown throughout the North
Coast and beyond.

“It’s nature-inspired by
the forests on the coastline,”
Gorsuch  said. “They’re

playing with different light,
different weather, different
seasons.”

Cecil Capoeman, based
in Hoquiam, Washington,

carved “Dragonfish,” based
on a Salish tribal legend.

The piece, 60 inches in
diameter and 2 inches thick,
is carved from yellow cedar
and acrylic painting.

“The general story is
when, when the thunder-
storms are here, that’s when
thunderbird comes out from
the mountains and hunts the
killer whale. And the thun-
der and lightning you hear
is the thunderbird throwing
a lightning bolt down and
spearing the whale.”

Capoeman is the son of
artist and Quinault Indian

Nation President Guy Capo-
eman. In 2019, Guy Capo-
eman delivered a 10-foot
welcome pole that now
stands in Cannon Beach.

“He taught me every-
thing I know,” Cecil Capo-
eman said.

Work was selected by a
committee of five and Frost.

“We brought an expert
in to help us,” Vanden-
berg said. “We gave her our
vision, bringing Northwest
beauty into the building and
encouraged her to use local
and regional artists as much
as she could.”

Business Directory.

CONSTRUCTION

INSURANCE

Protect your business with insurance

you deserve.
Sheryl Teus

cher, LUTCF

Financial Representative

Rainier, OR
sheryl.teusche

‘*i:#- (503)556-0186

r@countryfinancial.com

Commercial insurance policies issued by COUNTRY C Y

Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomingto

1020-505HC_05004-3/14/2022

n, IL.

"I‘! y

FLOORING

COREtec

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.
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YARD DEBRIS DROP-

OFF (no scotch b1oom)

°Laurelwood Compost
©Soil Amendments
°oPlanting MacMix
°Mulch

503-717-1454

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR
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ELECTRICAL

Repairs
Generator
installation &
servicing
New
construction
Remodels

FOR YOU

COASTAL ELECTRIC, INC.

R COMPLETE ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Serving the North Oregon

Coast since 1950!

Serving Clatsop & Tillamook Counties
503.738.8391

CCB#3226
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Flooring America.

COWAN
CUSTOM
FINISHING

503-791-7473

acowani216@gmail.com

FLOORING

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper, Visit ¢ugy
Counter Tops, All Flooring and Miele Yacuums o,

Randall Lee’s Seaside © 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. * 503-738-5729

rlflooring @ yahoo.com ¢ www.RandallLeesFlooring.com
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Randall Lee’s Flooring OQutlet 3579 Hwy [0 Gearhart * 503-738-6756

Warehouse pricing * Open to the Public * Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants * In House Binding
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ExcAvATION ® UNDERGROUND UTIITIES
Roap WoRrk ¢ FiLL MATERIAL
Si1TE PREPARATION ¢ RocCk
OWNED AND OPERATED BY MIKE AND CELINE McEwaAN

34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR
SERVING THE Paciric NorRTHWEST SIncE 1956 ¢ CC48302
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ELECTRICAL

ELEETRIEC
SERVICE

CCB #198257

CALL US for your next electrical project!

* New Construction
* Remodels

¢ Panel Changes &
Upgrades

¢ Add Circuits or
Lighting

* Generators
* Repairs

503-739-7145
712 S. Holladay Dr. ¢ Seaside, OR
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
www.jjelectricservice.com
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REPAIR SHOP

“Circumventing Planned

Obsolescence”

NANCY (503) 470-9382
ROB (971) 353-3898

’ Your real estate vision is my expertise.

><] melissaeddy@windermere.com

[} beachhomerealtor.com
¢, 503-440-3258

& 3350 HWY 101 N, suite D, GEARHART, OR

Windermere TAYLORTINKERANDREPAIR.COM
TAYLORTINKERANDREPAIRSHOP@GMAIL.COM

WINDERMERE REALTY TRUST



