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class so strong,” said salu-
tatorian Ella Jesberger, who 
graduated Thursday along 
with more than 100 other 
Seaside students. “Even 
though COVID greatly 
aff ected our lives, I feel like 
we were still able to grow 
and succeed with the help of 
each other.”

Ila Bowles and Everest 
Sibony, two of 10 valedicto-
rians for the Class of 2022, 
relayed their experience in 
terms of a basketball game. 
During freshman year — the 
fi rst quarter — they encoun-
tered the other team’s lineup: 
English, mathematics, and 
science. By the second quar-
ter, many of them had hit 
their stride while playing the 
game.

“Then we have the third 
quarter, junior year,” Sibony 
said. “We came out of half-
time feeling pretty con-
fi dent, when all of a sud-
den, we started to hear it: A 
6-foot-10, 250-pound trans-
fer from Wuhan would be 
joining the classes. You all 
might know him. He went 
by the name of COVID-19. 
It defi nitely caught us off  
guard, and I’d even say he 
got the best of us for a while. 
But everyone knows a good 
team will beat a single great 
talent in the end.”

While COVID-19 might 
have been the opposition’s 
ringer, the Seaside students 
had a ringer of their own: the 
staff  and board who helped 
them get through the pan-
demic without missing a 
beat.

“Nobody could have pre-
pared for what it brought, 
but you all responded, and 
that’s what matters,” Sibony 
said.

Finally, the fourth quar-
ter of senior year arrived and 
the students strove to put 
their struggles with the pan-
demic behind them.

“We were ready to push 
through anything that came 
our way,” Bowles said. 
“No matter the amount of 
‘senioritis’ we faced, we 
pushed until the fi nal buzzer. 
... We’ve been through a lot 
together. We’ve been shoved 
into the wall, pushed onto 
the ground and spit at, but 
that did not stop us from 
leaving that court with a 
victory.”

Despite the unexpected 
challenges, she refl ected 

fondly on her time in high 
school, adding, “Even 
though we are stepping off  
the court for the last time, 
we will forever be Seaside 
Seagulls.”

Several of the seniors 
also stressed the impor-
tance of being heavily 
engaged in school activi-
ties and extracurricular pro-
grams — something they 
sorely missed while learn-
ing remotely during the 
pandemic.

Valedictorians Aiden 
Ousley and Liam Matlock 
recalled watching a video 
put together by outgoing 
seniors during their fresh-
men year. It contained oft-
heard advice, such as not 
procrastinating and asking 
for help. They were encour-
aged to get involved, which 
“would always seem sec-
ondary to academics,” Ous-
ley said.

At fi rst, he didn’t take 
the advice to heart. Then 
he pandemic hit and they 
were relegated to staying 
in, not socializing, and join-
ing classes virtually from 
home, and they gained new 
perspective.

Coming into senior year, 
Ousley said, “I thought 
back to that advice: Get 
involved.”

It spurred him to become 
a three-sport athlete, join 
Future Business Leaders of 
America, and attend every 
school-related activity and 
function.

“It sounds like a lot of 
work, but I was having 
more fun than I’d ever had 
before,” Ousley said. “I 
guess what I’m trying to say 
is, don’t let it take a global 
pandemic for you to realize 
that things need to change.”

Matlock agreed.
“Being involved in a 

variety of activities and put-
ting yourself out there really 
brings out the best version of 
yourself,” he said.

Principal Jeff  Roberts also 
paid tribute to the parents, 
guardians, family members, 
and other loved ones—along 
with the administrators, 
teachers and staff  from all 
the Seaside schools — who 
supported the students along 
their K-12 journey.

“We often hear, ‘It takes 
a village,’ and that is one of 
the most special things about 
this community,” he said. “It 
is a village, and we look out 
after our own.”
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ABOVE: Seaside High School graduates Everest Sibony and Ila 

Bowles, two of the valedictorians for the Class of 2022, speak 

during the June 9 ceremony. BELOW: From left, Seaside High 

School 2022 graduates Erin Owsley, Sandee Adriano Luna, 

Karina Nolasco Huanosta, McKenna Roberts and Anna Knoch.

TOP LEFT: From left, Seaside High School 

seniors Alondra Jimenez Mota, Reese 

Taylor and Hailey Hughes wait to walk in 

graduation ceremony for the Class of 2022 

on June 9.

ABOVE: Senior members of Seaside 

High School’s choir perform during the 

graduation ceremony.

LEFT: Seniors Liam Matlock and Aiden 

Ousley, two of the valedictorians for the Class 

of 2022, give a speech during Seaside High 

School’s graduation ceremony on June 9.
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Business Directory

CONSTRUCTION

BoB McEwan construction, inc.

Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR
P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

REAL ESTATE

Melissa Eddy
REAL ESTATE BROKER EQUAL  HOUSING

O P P O R T U N I T Y

melissaeddy@windermere.com

beachhomerealtor.com

503-440-3258

Your real estate vision is my expertise.

ELECTRICAL

Serving Clatsop & Tillamook Counties

503.738.8391

• Repairs

• Generator 

installation & 

servicing 

• New 

construction

• Remodels Serving the North Oregon 

Coast since 1950!

CCB#3226

ELECTRICAL

503-739-7145
712 S. Holladay Dr. • Seaside, OR

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

www.jjelectricservice.com

CALL US for your next electrical project!

• New Construction 

• Remodels

• Panel Changes & 
Upgrades

• Add Circuits or 
Lighting

• Generators

• Repairs

CCB #198257

FLOORING

Flooring     Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

CCB# 205283

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on 
our reputation

FLOORING

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

Visit Our
Outlet!

Randall Lee’s Seaside • 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

LANDSCAPING

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF (no scotch broom)

Laurelwood Farm

•Laurelwood Compost

•Soi l  Amendments

•Plant ing MacMix

•Mulch

503-717-1454
34154 HIGHWAY 26

SEASIDE,  OR

Protect your business with insurance

you deserve.

Sheryl Teuscher, LUTCF

Financial Representative

Rainier, OR

sheryl.teuscher@countryfinancial.com

(503)556-0186

Commercial insurance policies issued by COUNTRY

Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

1020-505HC_05004-3/14/2022

INSURANCE

COWAN
CUSTOM
FINISHING

Decks, Fences,
Siding, Rot Repair,

Windows and Doors

503-791-7473

acowan1216@gmail.com
CCB# 225044

We work in Clatsop, Columbia and Tillamook county!

NOW LICENSED IN WASHINGTON!

CONSTRUCTION

REPAIR SHOP

REPAIR • REFURBISHING • REFINISHING

3350 HWY 101 N, SUITE D, GEARHART, OR

TAYLORTINKERANDREPAIR.COM
TAYLORTINKERANDREPAIRSHOP@GMAIL.COM

NANCY (503) 470-9382

ROB (971) 353-3898

“Circumventing Planned
Obsolescence”


