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The Astorian

The best of Cowapa 
League boys soccer came in 
pairs for the shortened 2021 
spring season.

With 5-1 league records, 
Seaside and Valley Catholic 
shared the league champion-
ship award; Player of the Year 
was Seaside’s Westin Carter; 
Goalkeepers of the Year were 
Sam Brown, of Valley Cath-
olic, and Riley Wunderlich, 

of Seaside; and Coaches of 
the Year were Seaside’s John 
Chapman and Valley Catho-
lic’s Mike Chertude.

The Gulls also had 10 
of their 11 starters earning 
all-league honors, to Valley 
Catholic’s nine all-league 
players.

Banks and Tillamook, tied 
for last in the league stand-
ings with 1-5 records, had 
seven all-league selections 
each. Astoria did not fi eld a 
varsity team.

Gulls, Valiants share soccer awards
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Seaside senior Westin Carter, right, was selected as the 

Cowapa League’s Player of the Year.

The Astorian

Three Seaside players 
were selected fi rst team all-
league: juniors Emma Arden 
and Lilli Taylor, and sopho-
more Kaylee Snyder.

Astoria and Valley Catho-
lic swept most of the awards 
this year in Cowapa League 
girls soccer, as part of the 
shortened 2021 “spring” 
season.

The Valiants were per-
fect on the fi eld, earning the 
league championship with 
a 9-0 record and outscoring 
opponents 35-0.

Meanwhile, the league’s 
Goalkeeper of the Year 

award went to Astoria senior 
Shelby Rasmussen, while 
Astoria senior Elle Espelien 
and Valley Catholic fresh-
man Malia Groshong shared 
Player of the Year honors. 
Both Groshong and Espelien 
also made fi rst team all-state.

The league’s Coach of the 
Year was Valley Catholic’s 
Kibwe Cuffi  e.

Both the Valiants and 
Fishermen had seven of their 
11 starters earn all-league 
honors.

In addition to Espelien 
and Rasmussen, Astoria 
landed three others on the 
fi rst team: senior Emma Bie-
derman and juniors Karen 
Jiminez and Maddie Sisley.

Three players selected to fi rst-team all-league
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Emma Arden takes the ball downfi eld.
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The Oregon School 
Activities Association has 
completed all seasons for the 
2020-21 school year. Now 
it’s time for another one — 
awards season.

In volleyball, local teams 
had several players selected 
to their respective all-league 
teams.

At the 4A level, the 
Cowapa all-league squad 
included two Seaside play-
ers (seniors Karen Wing and 
Annika Wunderlich) on the 
fi rst team, along with Astoria 
senior Halle Helmersen.

League champion Val-
ley Catholic had the Play-
ers of the Year (senior Mad-
die Klopcic and sophomore 
Naima Foster) and the Coach 
of the Year (Becky Kemper). 

All six Valiant starters were 
all-league.

Astoria and Seaside also 
had honorable mention 
selections.

At the 3A level, the 
Coastal Range all-league 
team included three players 
from regular season cham-
pion Warrenton. Senior 
Mia McFadden and junior 
Avyree Miethe were selected 
to the fi rst team, while Coach 

of the Year Staci Miethe led 
the Warriors to their third 
straight league title.

In the 2A Northwest 
League, Knappa’s Hannah 
Dietrichs was a fi rst-team 
selection.

At the 1A level, Jewell 
coach Jessica Miller led the 
Blue Jays to a 13-2 over-
all record, and 6-0 as the 
co-league champions in the 
Casco League.

Wing, Wunderlich selected all-league
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Locals have enjoyed Cul-
laby Lake and Carnahan 
county parks for years.

Tucked off  U.S. Highway 
101 just south of Warrenton, 
the parks off er a large lake 
for water sports and fi sh-
ing, a children’s swimming 
area, picnic shelters, walk-
ing trails, a historic cabin 
and a playground.

Cullaby Lake is main-
tained by park hosts Steph-
anie and Bill Murray. They 
live on-site and help set 
up the park for parties, sell 
park passes and lock the 
park gates at night. The cou-
ple has held the job for three 
years.

“I live on 164 acres of 
forest and beautiful scenery. 
Can’t beat living here. This 
park is a local hidden gem 
… We feel really blessed to 
be here,” Stephanie Murray 
said.

Winter is quiet at the lake 
but summer is “really busy,” 
Stephanie Murray said. The 
lake is no more than 9 feet 
deep at its deepest, so it gets 
warm in the summer.

“It’s a really good kaya-
king lake. People come out 
and paddle board,” Steph-
anie Murray said. “We get 
a lot of people water ski-
ing, boating, tubing and jet 
skiing.”

The lake is also a good 
bass fi shing lake and is 
stocked annually in May 
with 1,000 trout. There 
are seasonal bass fi shing 
tournaments.

Both the Gearhart and 
Seaside fi re departments 
train on jet skis at Cullaby 
Lake. The U.S. Coast Guard 
trains for helicopter water 
rescues in October.

The park’s north and 
south shelters get booked 
throughout summer with 
weddings, parties, reunions. 
There are lawns, a play-
ground and roped off  swim-

ming area next to the north 
shelter, and a sandy swim-
ming beach next to the south 
shelter. In the last week-
end of June, the park hosted 
hydroplane races.

“It’s awesome,” Steph-
anie Murray said. “It’s the 
small hydroplane races. It’s 
the only time we let camp-
ing here in the parking lot.”

Hiking trails
There are two hiking 

trails along the park includ-
ing the long ridge trail 
through the woods. Bear 
and coyote sightings have 
been reported there. Bald 
eagles, osprey and blue her-
ons frequent the lake.

One of the trails has a 
viewing platform near the 
open marsh and also opens 
up to an old paved road.

“The old Grand Prix 
Race Track was along that 
old asphalt road,” Stephanie 
Murray said.

That’s not the only his-
tory of the park. A log home 
built by Erik Lindgren in 
the 1920s is on the park’s 

property. On the day of their 
annual clean up and picnic 
in early June, several volun-
teers, guided by Greg Jacob, 
with Lucien Swerdloff , help 
clean the grounds as well as 
the inside of the spacious 
cabin, which has four side 
rooms in addition to the 
large main room. There is a 
sauna and an outhouse.

Jacob, a retired English 
professor from Portland 
State University, and author 
of the book “Fins, Finns and 
Astoria,” is also president of 
the local Finlandia Founda-
tion and helped to organize 
the volunteers. Swerdloff , 
Professor of Historic Pres-
ervation at Clatsop Com-
munity College, sometimes 
brings students to the cabin 
to practice restoration.

Carnahan County Park
At the smaller, 30-acre 

Carnahan County Park, 
Liam Carson fi nds the dock 
at Carnahan Park a good 
place to kayak and fi sh.

“Fishing off  the lake’s 
always good,” he said. “I 

catch lots of little perch, 
blue gills, occasionally 
trout, occasionally bass.”

He shared that the Car-
nahan Park is often less 
crowded than the larger 
Cullaby Lake Park. He said 
there is a good hiking path 
through the woods which 
starts off  the parking area.

Carson added that the 
park is a great fi shing spot 
for children, as there is a lot 
of small fi sh. He described 
the lake as “a good pan fi sh-
ing lake.”

“The park could be 
improved by having some 
life saving devices,” he 
added.

Whether you enjoy fi sh-
ing, the splash and speed of 
jet skis and watering skiing, 
or the quiet of kayaks and 
paddle boards, a refresh-
ing swim on a warm sum-
mer day, a forested hike, 
or a sheltered place for a 
gathering with family and 
friends, Cullaby Lake and 
Carnahan County Parks are 
indeed hidden gems worth 
exploring.

Birdwatching, boating at county parks
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A birdwatcher pauses during a hike.

GIRLS SOCCER

SPORTS

VOLLEYBALL

CONSTRUCTION

BoB McEwan construction, inc.

Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR
P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

REAL ESTATE

Melissa Eddy
REAL ESTATE BROKER EQUAL  HOUSING

O P P O R T U N I T Y

melissaeddy@windermere.com

beachhomerealtor.com

503-440-3258

Your real estate vision is my expertise.

CREMATION

Funeral & Cremation Services

www.OceanViewAstoria.comwww.OceanViewAstoria.com

Lowest Cost Cremation
On The Northern Oregon Coast

Funeral & Cremation Services
Ocean View

Also registered in the State of Washington

See our website for Up-To-Date Pricing Comparisons.

ELECTRICAL

Serving Clatsop & Tillamook Counties

503.738.8391

• Repairs

• Generator 

installation & 

servicing 

• New 

construction

• Remodels Serving the North Oregon 

Coast since 1950!

CCB#3226

ELECTRICAL

503-739-7145
712 S. Holladay Dr. • Seaside, OR

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

www.jjelectricservice.com

CALL US for your next electrical project!

• New Construction 

• Remodels

• Panel Changes & 
Upgrades

• Add Circuits or 
Lighting

• Generators

• Repairs

CCB #198257

FLOORING

Flooring     Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

CCB# 205283

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on 
our reputation

FLOORING

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

Visit Our
Outlet!

Randall Lee’s Seaside • 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

LANDSCAPING

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF (no scotch broom)

Laurelwood Farm

•Laurelwood Compost

•Soi l  Amendments

•Plant ing MacMix

•Mulch

503-717-1454
34154 HIGHWAY 26

SEASIDE,  OR

YOUR AD HERE!

CALL TODAY

Our Business Directory is an inexpensive 
way for your business to advertise with us!

to discuss new and exciting ways to 
promote your business on the North Coast

SARAH SILVER

503-325-3211

CALL TODAY

LANDSCAPING

Business Directory


