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On April 3, 2021, my 
grandmother Claudia Foster 
Archibald passed away at 
her home in North Ogden, 
Utah. She was a monumen-
tally important fi gure in 
my life and in our family’s 
course. I’d like to share a bit 
more about what made her 
just quite so special.

My grandma was born, 
raised and spent much of 
her early life in the beautiful 
Teton Valley in southeast-
ern Idaho. The communities 
there are sparsely populated 
but what they may lack 
in number of people, they 
make up for with geograph-
ical beauty and unwavering 
character of residents.

Her childhood was one 
similar to many rural Amer-
icans in the fi rst half of the 
20th century: living off  the 
land and hard work with the 
type of physical challenges 
I can hardly comprehend.

She learned at an early 
age the value of industry 
and had tremendous skills 
in the traditional responsi-
bilities of her time — caring 
for young siblings and other 
children, homemaking and 
cooking food for her fam-
ily of 12 — but she also 
was able to handle a team 
of horses, care for the cat-
tle herd and perform other 
tasks.

After the younger years 
of her life, she married my 
Grandpa Leland and moved 
to Ogden, Utah where they 
both labored as teachers for 
the majority of their life. 
Most of my memories of my 
grandma come from after 
Leland passed away in 1989 
(hard to fathom that she 
was widowed for 32 years) 
and those are memories 
enriched by her character, 
values and steadfastness.

She had a large garden 
in her backyard, and she 
grew everything imagin-

able: peaches, raspberries, 
squash, tomatoes, straw-
berries, melons, pumpkins, 
apples, cherries, lettuce, 
peppers, pears and more.

Food and gardening were 
not side hobbies or recre-
ation for her, they were the 
means to nutrition and rep-
resented her charity in the 
giving of these prized pos-
sessions to her family and 
friends.

In our visits with her 
each summer and on holi-
days, we would labor along-
side her in the garden, try-
ing to keep up, which was 
an impossible task. She was 
as strong as any woman 
I’ve ever met and as tough 
as anybody.

As important to me as 
those memories are, equally 
important is the legacy she 
left. It’s one of optimism, 
faith and perseverance 
mixed with an appropri-
ate amount of tenacity for 
a person that endured what 
she did.

She had a philosophy 
about life that echoed in her 
daily actions. She cared so 
little about most of what 

drives our free time today. 
She never had cable tele-
vision or internet or a cell 
phone. She cherished her 
family, her industriousness, 
and a simplicity of life.

She was my last living 
grandparent and while I 
am still heartbroken, I am 
grateful for the legacy and 
life lessons she (and my 
other grandparents) left. 
Each had an important role 
in my life.

As you may know, south-
eastern Idaho is perhaps the 
world’s most famous and 
productive potato-growing 
area and that was one crop 
and food source that my 
grandmother knew well. In 
honor of her, I share a life 
lesson about potatoes.

There are three kinds of 
people in the world, and 
each are relatable to the 
types of potatoes that one 
might pick.

There are agitators. Agi-
tators have a habit of mak-
ing other people uncom-
fortable and they often stir 
up trouble in whatever sit-
uation they fi nd themselves 
in. Agitators are quite pres-

ent in our community and 
throughout the world.

Next, there are specta-
tors. Spectators have the 
ability to be either helpful 
or frustrating, depending 
on what action they take. 
Those who choose to sit 
on the sideline and watch 
the game may off er support 
and perspective, but they 
can also be critical of those 
more involved in the action.

Lastly, there are partic-
ipatators. Participatators 
are folks who do their part, 
act within the systems and 
opportunities available to 
them and improve the lives 
of those around them. It 
makes little diff erence what 
the role is, participatators 
always do their best and 
care less about credit than 
they do about collaboration.

I’m incredibly grate-
ful for the wonderful life 
and signifi cant impact that 
Claudia Archibald had on 
me and countless others. 
I challenge each of you to 
act within your infl uence, 
participate and be a model 
of the characteristics she 
upheld.

Legacy of a great lady lives on

Skyler Archibald and family with grandma Claudia Archibald.
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where along the waterway.
“We are on our way to 

getting fi ve coho high in 
the trees above the Neawa-
nna Creek before the 
real salmon come back 
to spawn in November,” 
Holmes said. “There is 
so much to say about the 
value of salmon nourish-
ing the trees. These coho 
still, after all these years, 
come back to spawn in the 
Neawanna.”

The natural history park 
also provides critical out-
door recreation for commu-
nity members that supports 
health and well-being. The 
mental and physical bene-
fi t of being out in nature are 
well-documented, Holmes 
said, but “we sort of take it 
for granted, or we ignore it, 
or we don’t know about it.”

City Council mem-
ber Tom Horning, the liai-
son for the Parks Advisory 
Committee, also was at 
the event to give visitors a 
glimpse into the geological 
history of the area and how 
the Necanicum watershed 
has evolved over centuries.

Meanwhile, at Broad-
way Park, the Necanicum 
Watershed Council set up a 
booth that provided views 
of both the osprey nest 
where the organization has 
a camera and the Neawanna 
kayak and canoe launch that 
they helped secure along-
side the city of Seaside and 
the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s Resto-
ration and Enhancement 
Board in 2015.

Thanks to the inviting 
weather, the volunteers and 
visitors got to see the ramp 
in use all day, according 
to Joyce Hunt, chair of the 
council board.

The organization is a 
partner in the Mill Ponds 
project.

“It’s all about support-
ing salmon habitat,” Hunt 
said, adding the council 

was formed under the Ore-
gon Plan for Salmon and 
Watersheds. However, their 
projects have residual ben-
efi ts for the surrounding 
community as well. “We’ve 
realized that what’s good 
for the salmon is good for 
the people.”
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BoB McEwan construction, inc.

Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR
P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

CONSTRUCTION

JON V. LAUGHMAN

CONSTRUCTION

Experienced Carpenter

Residential Remodeling Specializing in Kitchen and 

Bathrooms • Stair Construction • Exterior & Interior 

Repairs • Cabinet Installment • Windows & Doors

Cell: 971-606-0495 CCB# 232881

1829 Exchange St. Astoria, OR 97103

Melissa Eddy
REAL ESTATE BROKER EQUAL  HOUSING

O P P O R T U N I T Y

melissaeddy@windermere.com

beachhomerealtor.com

503-440-3258

Your real estate vision is my expertise.

Funeral & Cremation Services

www.OceanViewAstoria.comwww.OceanViewAstoria.com

Lowest Cost Cremation 
On The Northern Oregon Coast

Funeral & Cremation Services
Ocean View

Also registered in the State of Washington

See our website for Up-To-Date Pricing Comparisons.

CREMATION

Serving Clatsop & Tillamook Counties

503.738.8391

• Repairs

• Generator 

installation & 

servicing 

• New 

construction

• Remodels Serving the North Oregon 

Coast since 1950!

CCB#3226

ELECTRICAL

503-739-7145
712 S. Holladay Dr. • Seaside, OR

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

www.jjelectricservice.com

CALL US for your next electrical project!

• New Construction 

• Remodels

• Panel Changes & 
Upgrades

• Add Circuits or 
Lighting

• Generators

• Repairs

CCB #198257

Flooring     Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

CCB# 205283

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on  
our reputation

FLOORING

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF (no scotch broom)

Laurelwood Farm

•Laurelwood Compost

•Soi l  Amendments

•Plant ing MacMix

•Mulch

503-717-1454
34154 HIGHWAY 26

SEASIDE,  OR

LANDSCAPING

Business Directory

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING 

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

Visit Our
Outlet!

Randall Lee’s Seaside • 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

Jeff Hale Painting

503-440-2169 Jeff Hale,
Contractor

Call

Any
time

FreeFastEstimates

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

CCB#179131

Over 25 years local experience

• Residential
• Commercial
• Cedar Roof Treatments
• Exterior Repaint Specialist

Seaside (OR) Branch

Board of Directors
CANDIDATE FORUM

Thursday, April 29, at 7 p.m.

Candidates will participate with social distancing 
from the Bob Chisholm Community Center. 

The event will be broadcast via live stream
at sunsetempire.com and seasidesignal.com.

Sponsored by

Candidates:

Director, Position 1 - four-year term
Al Hernandez

Susan (Su) Coddington

Director, Position 2 - four-year term
John C. Huismann

Celeste Tuhy Bodner

Director, Position 3 - four-year term
Michael A. Hinton
Patrick Duhachek

Director, Position 4 - two-year unexpired term
Jackie Evans

Erika Marshall-Hamer

Director, Position 5 - two-year unexpired term
Stephen Morrison
Katharine Parker


