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The Astorian

Clatsop County reported 
Monday that 13 workers at 
Bornstein Seafoods in Asto-
ria tested positive for the 
coronavirus.

The Public Health 
Department began testing 
workers at Bornstein Sea-
foods on May 2 after the 
company alerted the county 
on May 1 that one of its 
employees had tested posi-
tive for the virus. A second 
positive case was reported 
on May 3.

The county met with 
workers at Bornstein Sea-
foods on May 2 and tested 35 
people showing symptoms.

The county has received 
the results for 30 of the 
tests, which included the 
11 positive cases. The 
county planned to test more 
employees on Tuesday.

The 11 positive cases 
reported Monday include 
four women — one in her 
30s and three in their 40s 
— and seven men — two 
in their 30s, four in their 50s 
and one in his 60s.

The county has directed 
all 35 workers to be quaran-
tined or to self-isolate.

Bornstein Seafoods has 
closed both of its processing 

plants at the Port of Astoria.
The Lower Columbia 

Hispanic Council, respond-
ing to concerns from work-
ers about how Bornstein 
Seafoods was protecting 
them against the virus, fi led 
a complaint with the state 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration on 
April 18 citing a lack of 
social distancing and per-
sonal protective equipment.

The Oregon Health 
Authority reported 2,916 
cases and 115 deaths from 
the coronavirus as of 
Wednesday morning.

The health authority 
tracked 610 test results in 
Clatsop County, including 
17 positive cases.
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Since being elected to 
the Clatsop County Board 
of Commissioners in 2012, 
Sarah Nebeker has been an 
advocate for the arts and 
health and social services.

She believes her insti-
tutional knowledge and 
decades of experience in 
government and running a 
small business position her 
to respond effectively to 
new challenges created by 
the coronavirus.

John Toyooka, of Lum’s 
Auto Center, who is chal-
lenging Nebeker in the May 
19 election, believes he can 
offer a different perspective 
and create a more transpar-
ent and cooperative culture 
on an often fractured board.

The campaign in District 
2, which covers Gearhart, 
Clatsop Plains and portions 
of Seaside and Warrenton, 
comes as the county is nav-
igating through a phased 
reopening of the economy 
during the pandemic while 
facing a potential budget 
shortfall.

Major projects, like con-
struction of the new county 
jail in Warrenton and mov-
ing county facilities out 
of the tsunami inundation 
zone, need tending. Chal-
lenges like housing and 
homelessness still need to be 
addressed.

‘Experience is 
going to help’

“I know things are going 
to be different now to some 
degree,” Nebeker said. “And 
we don’t know exactly how 
much. But I think that expe-
rience is going to help.

“Because somebody new 
coming onto the commis-
sion, especially somebody 
who doesn’t have any prior 
government experience — 
in the midst of this — I think 
it’s going to be really tough. 
I think it will be tough for 
the commission, and I think 
it will be tough for them 
individually.”

Nebeker said she has 
believed in civic engage-
ment since she was a teen-
ager. She served on the 
Gearhart Planning Com-
mission for 25 years before 
her election to the county 
commission.

“I’ve just committed to 
doing things that I think will 
help people, that will make 
things better,” she said. 
“That’s kind of who I am.”

Nebeker, who has man-
aged art and real estate prop-
erties, was married to the 
late painter, Royal Nebeker.

While serving on the 
commission, she has been 
a strong supporter of fund-
ing for the arts and social 
services.

She started the Arts Coun-
cil of Clatsop County, which 
she believes has helped non-
profi ts receive grant funding 
and increase the economic 
impact of the local arts and 
culture sector. She believes 
the council has also helped 
educate people about the 
importance and value of art.

Nebeker has been a sup-
porter of Clatsop Behavioral 
Healthcare, the county’s 
mental health contractor, 
along with the county’s nee-
dle exchange and other out-
reach designed to combat 
substance abuse and address 

mental health issues.
She also believes she 

played a role in the suc-
cess of the crisis respite cen-
ter in Warrenton, which is 
in the process of being pur-
chased by Clatsop Behav-
ioral Healthcare.

“I have formed strong 
liaisons with those on health 
and human services, and 
we’ve been able to get some 
phenomenal things done,” 
she said. “It’s never going to 
be enough — there’s always 
going to be people who are 
at risk, there’s always going 
to be mental health issues. 
But I’ve been able to work 
so well with people who 
are in our public health and 
mental health to improve 
things.”

Nebeker is also proud of 
her decision to appoint Larry 
Taylor, a longtime Demo-
cratic Party activist, as par-
liamentarian to help advise 
her on how to run board 
meetings when she led the 
commission as chairwoman 
last year.

Although the appoint-
ment was met with some 
resistance from other com-
missioners, she believes the 
training the parliamentar-
ian provided helped keep 
the focus of conversations 
on the issues. She credits the 
training for making board 
meetings more effi cient and 
improving communication 
between commissioners.

‘A different culture’
Toyooka believes more 

work needs to be done to 
increase transparency and 
cooperation on the board.

“If I have any infl uence, 
if elected, on creating a dif-
ferent culture, one of more 
cooperation than adversarial 
would benefi t all,” he said.

During his career in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, Toyooka 
said he learned how to unite 
for a common cause. He 
believes he can be helpful 
in handling issues in a more 
collaborative, effi cient and 
effective way.

While he has no gov-
ernment experience, he has 
served on the foundation 
boards of Clatsop Commu-
nity College and Providence 
Seaside Hospital.

“I can be very objective,” 
he said. “And I don’t repre-
sent any agenda or any spe-
cial interest.

“I’m very much of inter-
est of the people of Clatsop 
County. I believe in forestry, 
farming, fi shing, business, 
tourism, arts — I believe 
that it all works together. I 
don’t think we should weigh 
one heavier than the other. 
They all have to work in 
harmony.”

Toyooka, the manager of 
Lum’s Auto Center, lives in 
Gearhart and is married to 
Lori Lum, the general man-
ager and part of the family 
that owns the dealership. He 
said success and economic 
development in all sectors 

is important in providing the 
tax base to fund programs, 
services and infrastructure 
improvements.

Toyooka has opposed 
cap-and-trade legislation in 
Salem because he believes it 
lacks transparency and guid-
ance on how it would be 
implemented.

Although county com-
missioners do not have a 
direct policy role over cap 
and trade, he believes a uni-
fi ed voice from the county 
can infl uence state deci-
sions. More than two dozen 
counties in Oregon opposed 
a cap-and-trade bill this year.

Commissioner Mark 
Kujala and Commissioner 
Lianne Thompson wrote let-
ters in opposition to the bill, 
but the other commissioners, 
including Nebeker, did not 
take a position.

Nebeker said she did not 
see a reason to sign a letter in 
support or opposition since 
the county is not involved in 
the decision in Salem.

Toyooka has also criti-
cized Nebeker for her vote in 
2017 to opt Clatsop County 
out of the $1 billion class-ac-
tion lawsuit against the state 
over timber harvests. Com-
missioners voted 3-2 after 
the majority concluded the 
lawsuit did not align with 
their values for balanced for-
est management.

Clatsop was the only eli-
gible timber county to opt 
out. The counties won in 
Linn County Circuit Court 
last year, but the state plans 
to appeal.

Nebeker said she stands 
by her vote.

“I’m a taxpayer and I 
could not get beyond seeing 
that all we would be doing 
is taking money out of one 
pocket and putting it in 
another, except in between, 
we would be giving a big 
chunk to the attorneys,” she 
said. “We live in the state, 
we pay taxes to the state.”

Nebeker said if the state 
has to pay the counties it will 
be detrimental to taxpayers.

“It isn’t free money that 
I can see,” she said. “It’s 
going to come from some-
where, and either it will 
increase our taxes or dimin-
ish our services because the 
state will not have that kind 
of money to pay out.”

Nebeker has been 
endorsed for a third, four-
year term by Indivisible 
North Coast Oregon, a pro-
gressive group, and has 
received campaign contri-
butions from Clatsop Citi-
zens for Good Government.

Toyooka has been 
endorsed by Gearhart Mayor 
Matt Brown, the United 
Steelworkers Local 1097, 
Kurt Englund of Englund 
Marine & Industrial Supply 
and North Coast First PAC. 
He has received campaign 
contributions from North 
Coast First PAC and the 
Oregon Automobile Dealers 
Association PAC.
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Voters will be asked to 
support two tax levies on the 
May 19 ballot to increase 
funding for the Clatsop 
County Fairgrounds and the 
Cannon Beach Rural Fire 
Protection District.

The coronavirus pan-
demic has had a devastating 
impact on the local econ-
omy and unemployment, 
making it a diffi cult time to 
ask voters for more money. 
But supporters of the levies 
say the crisis has shown why 
additional funding is crucial.

The Clatsop County Fair-
grounds has already taken 
a fi nancial hit with the can-
cellation of the Crab, Sea-
food & Wine Festival and 
the Astoria Scandinavian 
Midsummer Festival — two 
of the fairground’s biggest 
events of the year.

“I think it sort of high-
lights that we’ve tried really 
hard over the last several 
years to be real frugal and to 
balance our budget and keep 
a contingency, and bring in 
new events ... But boy, just 
something like this sure 
changes the equation pretty 
quickly,” said Mike Autio, 
the chairman of the Fair 
Board.

Autio said a reserve is 
built into the budget to main-
tain operations, but without 
the levy, the fairgrounds will 
not be able to keep the doors 
open, let alone make needed 
improvements.

The fairgrounds wants 
voters to renew a fi ve-year 
levy for operations and 
maintenance. The tax rate 
would go up to 7 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed value, 
from 5 cents. Taxpayers 
would pay about $21 more 
a year for a home valued at 
$300,000

The tax rate was reduced 
from 7 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed value to 5 cents in 
2016.

The new tax rate would 
generate between $471,000 
and $530,000 a year to help 
the fairgrounds stay even 
with increasing costs.

Autio said when the tax 
rate was reduced in 2016, 
the focus was mainly on 
maintaining existing oper-
ations. He praised John 
Lewis, who took over as 
operations manager in 
2018, for his work to com-
plete much-needed deferred 
maintenance, improve the 
fairgrounds facilities and 
expand events.

“I think that in order to 
keep on this track, when 
we’re trying to make it more 
of a resource for our com-
munity, we need to go back 
to the 7 cents that we were 
at,” Autio said.

“The fairgrounds is one 
of the few venues in Clatsop 
County besides the (Seaside 
Civic and Convention Cen-
ter) and a few smaller ven-
ues that we can bring in a 
big event that generates rev-
enue to the community and 

allows for opportunities and 
events that the community 
wouldn’t otherwise have,” 
he said. “I think it really is 
for the benefi t of the com-
munity that we improve 
our facilities and are able 
to bring in more events 
... It’s an attraction in our 
community.”

The Cannon Beach Rural 
Fire Protection District 
wants voters to pass a fi ve-
year levy for 35 cents per 
$1,000 in assessed value to 
help sustain operations.

The fi re district has a per-
manent tax rate of 35 cents 
per $1,000 — one of the 
lowest in the county. A per-
manent tax rate is set when a 
district is established, which 
leaves fi re districts depen-
dent on voters to approve 
levies and bonds for more 
funding as time goes on.

Voters have approved 
a fi ve-year levy to support 
the fi re chief’s position for 
19 cents per $1,000 and a 
fi ve-year bond for a ladder 
truck at 9 cents per $1,000. 
If voters approve the new 
levy, the total tax burden 
will increase from 63 cents 
per $1,000 of assessed value 
to 98 cents, or about $141 
a year for a home valued at 
$400,000.

The new tax would bring 
in between $403,000 to 
$454,000 a year.

The money would be 
used to hire a second com-
manding offi cer and replace 
equipment while develop-
ing a replacement cycle to 
reduce maintenance costs.

Agencies throughout the 
county have experienced 
dwindling numbers of vol-
unteer fi refi ghters and an 
increase in calls, which has 
led to the need to hire per-
sonnel to supplement vol-
unteers and run day-to-day 
operations.

Without a second com-
manding offi cer, the chief 
is on call at all times, which 
has contributed to the turn-
over of fi re chiefs in Cannon 
Beach.

Fire Chief Marc Reck-
mann said that he recognizes 
the impact the virus has had 
on the economy, but he said 
it doesn’t lessen the need for 
the funding.

“We still have the 
same needs,” Reckmann 
said. “And the tourism is 
going to come back with a 
vengeance.

“One of the things I’ve 
heard here lately is that this 
kind of proves that without 
tourism, we don’t have any 
calls.”

He said some people 
believe the crisis proves the 
tourism industry should pay, 
not taxpayers.

“We have to have stable 
funding to operate on and 
then try to get tourism tax 
on top of that to fund better 
capital programs. We’re not 
even funding the basic oper-
ations right now,” Reck-
mann said.

“This isn’t me as a fi re 
chief trying to do this,” he 
said. “This is coming from 
your community volunteers 
saying, ‘We need this.’
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