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When the Spanish flu shut down Seaside
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population of 105 million became

infected with Spanish influenza, and
500,000 to 675,000 died — estimated
at more than half of the nation’s entire
population.

Of the almost 117,000 U.S. soldiers who
died in World War I, more succumbed to
the flu than died in combat.

On Jan. 21, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and Washington State
Department of Health announced the first
case of 2019 Novel Coronavirus in the
United States, also known as COVID-19.

Almost six weeks later, on Wednesday,
Feb. 27, Oregon Governor Kate Brown
launched the Coronavirus Response Team,
tasked with coordinating state and local
agencies and health authorities in prepara-
tion for response to coronavirus.

Two days later, California public health
officials reported more than 9,380 people
self-monitoring after arriving on commer-
cial flights from China through Los Angeles
and San Francisco.

Oregon confirmed its first coronavirus
case that same day.

On Saturday, the CDC and public health
officials in the state of Washington reported
the first coronavirus-related death in the
U.S. The number grew to six by the end
of the weekend and steadily moved higher
through the week.

By Monday, three presumptive
COVID-9 cases had been identified in Ore-
gon — two Washington County residents
and one Umatilla County resident.

While Clatsop County has yet to record
a coronavirus case, the health department,
along with county management and the
emergency management division, consider
the COVID-19 outbreak their No. 1 priority.

Seaside, 1918

We’ve been here before — 102 years ago.

During the midst of World War I, Span-
ish flu came to Portland through a private
on his way to a cavalry officers’ training
camp in Texas.

On Oct. 10, 1918, Portland Mayor
George Luis Baker ordered stores to close
at 3:30 p.m. and offices to close at 4 p.m.
Only businesses supplying food or medical
supplies could bypass the rules.

Portland stationed police and firemen
on the streets to prevent people from con-
gregating, and enforced a 4-foot distance
between them.

Closer to home, by Oct. 24, 1918, Asto-
ria had 500 reported flu cases and a stagger-
ing 20 deaths.

“In Seaside,” the Signal wrote at the
time, “the number has been held down to

In 1918, in the U.S., about 28% of the

fo;gread Diseases

hs and Sneezes

Graphic in the Signal in November 1918, at the height of the Spanish flu.

about 30 cases.”

But in one week, a 32-year-old Goodrich
Rubber Co. employee died of the flu in Sea-
side; so did a 34-year-old mother of three
and teacher in the Central school and a
35-year-old employee of the Noble Lum-
ber Co.

Seasiders were told “to avoid needless
crowding,” and to “smother your coughs
and sneezes.”

The city kept a “sick list,” and Seaside’s
Union High School closed for five weeks of
“enforced vacation.”

Public health efforts to check the disease
paid off. The spread was drastically slowed.

“Through strict observance of quarantine
laws,” wrote the Signal, “Seaside has about
rid itself of the dreaded disease, and with
proper care there will be little danger.”

Meanwhile, World War I was heading to
a conclusion.

On Nov. 7, when news of the surren-
der of Germany to the Allies was “flashed
over the wire,” Seaside’s citizens “went
wild with joy, bells were rung, whistles
blown and autos paraded the streets, mak-
ing what noise could be made with horns,”
the Signal reported. “During the afternoon
flags were displayed in profusion and the
streets decorated for the greatest of all
occasions.”

Four days later, on Nov. 11, the Armi-
stice was signed.

“Our boys are back,” the Signal declared
at the time.

It is hard to imagine today the exhilara-
tion Americans must have felt at the time
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Seaside Signal
The Seaside Signal contained information
from the government to curtail the spread of
Spanish influenza in 1918.

to have turned the tide in war and on the
home front, and a renewed sense of opti-
mism after four years of war and disease.
The nation had turned the tide against ene-
mies seen, and unseen.
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Stopping the surge
COVID-19 is a new variety of flu and
more is being learned daily about its impact
on human health and how it is spread, Sea-
side School District Superintendent Sheila
Roley said in a letter sent to families last

week.

“The Oregon Health Authority and the
Clatsop County Health Department will
provide guidance if we were to have a con-
firmed diagnosis in our area,” she wrote.
“Our district will diligently follow the rec-
ommendations of the health officials.

This would include any recommendations
regarding possible exclusions from school
or potential school closures.”

Roley reiterated everyday precautions,
similar to those delivered a century ago.
She also stressed that “fear, rumors and
stigma do not stop the spread of disease and
can create difficulties in sharing accurate
information.”

At Providence Seaside Hospital, doctors
and staff are “working in conjunction with
clinicians and caregivers across our broader
seven-state Providence St. Joseph Health
system,” Providence’s chief medical officer
Steven Freer said Monday.

The team is ready with a “surge plan,”
in case community needs exceed current
capacity.

U.S. officials offered this recommen-
dation in 1918: “In all health matters, fol-
low the advice of your doctor and obey the
regulations of your local and state health
officers.”

Good advice today.

Seaside’s downtown art scene shows big-city vigor, talent
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ucked inside the 100-year-old Bea-
I con Building, the Angi D Wildt Gal-
lery, is a very special space.

I'm a gallery geek who doesn’t mind
saying the Wildt Gallery reminds me of
those great venues that popped up in cen-
tury old buildings in lower Manhattan in the
1980s, SoHo’s golden years. Freed from the
restraints of the stuffy Upper East Side, the
new downtown galleries possessed a spirit
of raw energy and sometimes a walk on the
wild side.

Wildt’s gallery represents local artists
inspired by region’s natural beauty and maj-
esty. She is pleased to announce Dave Bar-
tholet, a self-taught watercolorist who left
the Gilbert District Gallery after 15 years,
has decided to sell his work in her year-old
gallery at 737 Broadway. He’ll be showing
10 pieces, nine of them originals, and one
print. Wildt will also carry his cards.

“I’'m really excited to have him here,”
Wildt said.

Wildt and Bartholet are not strangers.
She became aware of his work 15 years ago
while working in Cannon Beach at her first
gallery position.

“Dave gave me advice when I was about
to open my own gallery,” Wildt said. “He’s
always been supportive.”

She described Bartholet as a Western
painter. “He’s prolific; he has thousands of
pieces out there all over the world,” Wildt
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“Low Tide Stars” acrylic on canvas by April
Hoff in the Loft Gallery at Beach Books.

said. “He’s best known for his local beach
scenes, Haystack Rock, wildlife. He’s
versatile.”

She said people like to take a piece of
the coast home with them, and Bartholet’s
work speaks to that.

“Being in a gallery of this quality is truly
an honor and to have it right in my home
town is icing on the cake,” Bartholet said.
“I’m most grateful Angi took a chance on
me and has afforded me this opportunity.

I can’t wait for this summer so the peo-
ple from out-of-town can enjoy my artistic
efforts at the Angi Wildt gallery.”

Bartholet has a prominent social media
presence and an enviable following. Wildt
noted when Bartholet posted on his own
page he was coming to her gallery, there
were over 300 comments.

“He’s going to put me on the map,”
Wildt said.

She’s featuring his work in the First Sat-
urday Seaside Art Walk on March 7, taking

I

place in downtown Seaside from 5 to 7 p.m.

Her show is called “Reflections,” and
is a mixed medium show featuring artists
inspired by the reflections on the Oregon
Coast shores and other bodies of water.

It’s a group show exhibiting the work
of Dave Bartholet, Richard Burke, DC
Yorksie, Ty McNeeley, Quata Cody, Chris-
tine Kende and Wildt’s own photography
work. Michelle Lindlom’s mixed-media
monotypes depict another kind of reflec-
tion, that of looking into the soul.

If you haven’t attended a First Saturday
Art Walk you’re missing big. Seaside Yarn
and Fiber is unveiling a new collection of
handmade weavings.

“Threatening Rain” oil by Richard Burke at the Angi D Wildt Gallery.
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The Whet Spot is showcasing the art of
Billy Lutz, another Seaside treasure. Lutz
is a self-employed artist and sign painter
who has provided for his family of five as
a painter. Shine Fair Trade, SunRose Gal-
lery, Blue Bond, Pacific Heirloom Art and
Collectables, Fairweather House and Gal-
lery, Art-in-the-Loft at Beach Books and
Westport Winery are participants of the art
event, as well as the Starry Night Art Hotel
and Inn, Seaside Coffee House, the Seaside
Antique Mall and Dough Dough Bakery.

Wildt said she’s proud to be part of Sea-
side’s burgeoning gallery scene.

“There’s a lot happening in Seaside,” she
said.

ignal

PUBLISHER
Kari Borgen

EDITOR
R.J. Marx

CIRCULATION PRODUCTION CONTRIBUTING
) MANé\GkEjR MANAGER WRITERS
e;\el)T:RTeISIIrIY:ian JohnD.Bruijn  Skyler Archibald
h
SALESMANAGER  SYSTEMS | rriorcoooch
Sargl_ chzlgver- MANAGER Rain Jordan
Carl Earl Katherine Lacaze
fuuty
REPRESENTATIVE Esther Moberg

Kim McCaw

Seaside Signal

The Seaside Signal

is published every other week by

EO Media Group,

1555 N. Roosevelt, Seaside, OR 97138.
503-738-5561

Letter policy

The Seaside Signal welcomes letters to the editor. The
deadline is noon Monday prior to publication. Letters
must be 400 words or less and must be signed by the
author and include a phone number for verification. We
also request that submissions be limited to one letter

Subscriptions

Annually: $40.50 in county « $58.00 in
and out of county - e-Edition: only $30.00

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Seaside
Signal, P0. Box 210, Astoria, OR 97103. Postage Paid at

seasidesignal.com

Copyright © 2020 Seaside Signal. Nothing
can be reprinted or copied without consent
of the owners.

per month. Send to 1555 N. Roosevelt Drive, Seaside, OR
97138, drop them off at 1555 N. Roosevelt Drive or fax to
503-738-9285, or email rmarx@seasidesignal.com

Seaside, OR, 97138 and at additional mailing offices.
Copyright © 2020 by the Seaside Signal. No portion
of this newspaper may be reproduced without written
permission. All rights reserved.




