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Local Gearhart and 
Astoria Churchill Mort-
gage team members orga-
nized an event for Valen-
tine’s Day that brought 
together donations from 
local vendors and to be 
distributed to our “local 
heroes.”

Churchill’s goal was 
to “Share the Love” with 
those who keep local com-
munities safe.

By partnering with 
Safeway, Fred Meyer, and 
Human Bean, and with 
their own personal contri-
butions, they were able to 
bring coffee, donuts, and 
healthy snacks to the Asto-
ria police and Fire Station, 
the Warrenton police and 
fi re station, the local sher-
iff’s department, and the 
Warrenton Medix station 
for fi rst responders.

In Seaside, donations 
from Dundee’s Donuts 
and Seaside Coffee House 

(along with some person-
ally donated snacks and 
fruit) were brought to the 

Seaside Fire Department 
and the Seaside Police 
Department.

Churchill Mortgage ‘shares the love’

Alex Van Slyke 

of Churchill 

Mortgage in 

Gearhart; David 

Rankin, Cody 

Parry and Adam 

Pozsgai of the 

Seaside Fire 

Department, and 

Ashleigh Nasland 

of Churchill 

Mortgage.

Churchill Mortgage

By NICOLE BALES
The Astorian

Two Clatsop County 
commissioners announced 
their opposition to cap and 
trade as state Senate Repub-
licans boycotted a fl oor ses-
sion in Salem to block a vote 
on the bill.

Commissioner Mark 
Kujala wrote a letter to 
the Joint Committee on 
Ways and Means on Fri-
day, Feb. 21, urging legisla-
tors to oppose cap and trade. 
Kujala, who represents War-
renton, Hammond and the 
western portion of Astoria, 
said the legislation is bad for 
the county.

“The increased energy 
costs associated with this 
legislation will inequita-
bly harm residents and 
businesses in rural coun-
ties throughout the state of 
Oregon. This legislation 
will have an imperceptible 
impact on climate change, 
but a noticeable effect on 
our community,” he said.

Kujala, a former War-
renton mayor, was the only 
county commissioner to 
speak out against cap and 
trade last year.

Commissioner Lianne 
Thompson, who represents 
most of South County, 
opposed the bill in a letter 
Thursday. She described it 
as a “good effort,” but said 
it ultimately fails because 
of its potential unantici-
pated consequences and 
divisiveness.

“Clearly we have to do 
something, and we have to 
do it together and we have 
to come to agreement rather 
than trying to force any-
body’s opinion on anybody 
else. Force doesn’t work. 
Collaboration does,” Thomp-
son said in an interview.

She believes the bill 
should be referred to voters. 
She said there are reasons 
to be concerned about cli-
mate change and that action 
should be taken on a world-
wide basis.

“Because it exacerbates 
the gulfs that divide us, 
rural and urban, rich and 
poor, members of every or 
no political party, this bill 
should not go forward. There 
is the undeniable perception 
that this is a piece of political 
warfare, and we shouldn’t 
go down that road any fur-
ther than we already have,” 
Thompson wrote in her 
letter.

The full commission has 
not taken a position on cap 
and trade. Twenty-six of 

Oregon’s 36 counties have 
opposed the bill.

Senate Bill 1530, the con-
troversial greenhouse gas 
emissions legislation, has 
been a political lightning 
rod.

Ways and Means voted 
13-9 on Monday morning to 
advance the bill to the Sen-
ate fl oor. State Senate Pres-
ident Peter Courtney, D-Sa-
lem, cast a key vote in favor 
of the bill to offset the “no” 
vote from Sen. Betsy John-
son, D-Scappoose.

The committee rejected a 
Republican plan to refer the 
matter to voters.

Senate Republicans boy-
cotted a fl oor session, put-
ting a stop to the Senate 
before it could consider the 
bill.

The Senate requires 20 
senators be present to take 
votes.

Eighteen Democrats and 
one Republican, Sen. Tim 
Knopp, of Bend, were pres-
ent for the 11 a.m. session. 
The remaining 11 Repub-

licans disappeared in pro-
test, denying the Senate the 
needed quorum to act. At 
least two Republicans would 
be needed on the fl oor if all 
Democrats were there.

Courtney issued a call of 
the Senate to get any absent 
Republicans in the Capitol 
building to come to the fl oor. 
Before the fl oor session 
began, state troopers roamed 
the halls of the Capitol.

Courtney then adjourned 
the fl oor session until 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, after an admonish-
ment that policy and bud-
get bills couldn’t get done if 
senators were absent. Law-
makers are facing a March 
8 deadline to close the short 
session.

He implored his fellow 
senators to return.

In a statement shortly 
before the fl oor session, Sen. 
Lynn Findley, R-Vale, said 
that “if my colleagues will 
not allow for a fair process 
in the building, then I will 
represent my constituents 
from outside the building.”

Kate Gillem, a Senate 
Republican spokeswoman, 
said they would stay away 
for the rest of the session. 
She said they could maybe 
be drawn back if the bill 
could be referred to voters.

She didn’t say where they 
went.

“I don’t know,” she said. 
“They’ve been super tight-
lipped. Even with staff.”

Claire Withycombe, Jake 
Thomas and Sam Stites of 
the Oregon Capital Bureau 
contributed to this report.

Local commissioners oppose cap and trade

Lianne Thompson Mark Kujala

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — Experts say 
the big one is coming to the 
Pacifi c Northwest: a massive 
earthquake that will cause 
buildings and bridges to col-
lapse and unleash a tsunami 
that will devastate the coast.

But, doubling down on 
its decision last year to allow 
the construction of critical 
facilities in tsunami inun-
dation zones, the Oregon 
Legislature appears headed 
to approve building stan-
dards for those facilities, like 
police and fi re stations. The 
House Committee on Nat-
ural Resources last week 
approved the measure by 
a 6-1 vote, sending it to the 
House fl oor for a vote.

A leading earthquake 
expert, and the lone dissent-
ing voter, says lawmakers are 
making a big mistake.

“I don’t think that we 
should have ever opened up 

tsunami inundation zones 
to important infrastructure 
like police, fi re stations and 
so forth. So that’s why I’ll 
be voting no for the bill,” 
Rep. Chris Gorsek, a Dem-
ocrat from the Portland sub-
urb of Troutdale, told the 
committee.

Most other countries in 
the world prone to tsuna-
mis have a land-use philoso-
phy in which construction of 
certain structures are banned 
depending on their proxim-
ity to tsunami inundation 
zones, said Chris Goldfi nger, 
an Oregon State University 
professor and an earthquake 
geologist.

“It’s just probably best not 
to put things into the tsunami 
zone at all, no matter how 
strongly they build them,” 
Goldfi nger said.

Oregon, however, aban-
doned that approach last 
year when the Legislature, 
with hardly any discussion, 
repealed a ban enacted in 
1995 on construction of cer-

tain public facilities in inun-
dation zones.

The American Society of 
Civil Engineers has decided 
to recommend allowing 
buildings in tsunami zones if 
they’re built to certain stan-
dards, Goldfi nger noted. The 
new bill adopts the ASCE 
standards.

Rep. David Brock Smith, 
a Republican from the 
coastal town of Port Orford, 
tried to convince Gorsek to 
reconsider his vote by point-
ing out that there currently 
are no building standards for 
critical facilities in the tsu-
nami zone, and that this bill 
provides them.

The bill’s sponsor, Rep. 
David Gomberg, a Democrat 
representing a coastal dis-
trict, said in an email to vot-
ers that “new science, engi-
neering, and architecture are 
showing us how to construct 
better and safer.”

Goldfi nger, who submit-
ted written testimony oppos-
ing the bill, said the ASCE 

standard is useful in build-
ing a vertical evacuation 
structure, and is aimed only 
at keeping a building from 
being knocked down.

“If you were to build 
a tsunami-proof, ASCE-
coded hospital in a tsunami 
zone, everybody could well 
die inside the hospital and 
the function would be lost, 
but the steel skeleton would 
still be there,” he said. “This 
makes no sense.”

An earthquake in the Cas-
cadia subduction zone, which 
extends in the ocean off 
Northern California to Cana-
da’s Vancouver Island, has a 
37% probability of happen-
ing off Oregon in the next 50 
years, with a slightly lower 
chance of one striking near 
Washington state, Goldfi nger 
said. Cascadia earthquakes 
have an average magnitude 
of around 9, making them 
among the world’s biggest.

The last time the ocean 
reared up from a Cascadia 
earthquake was in 1700.

State wrestles with building facilities in tsunami zones
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North Coast Land Con-
servancy partners with 
Lower Nehalem Commu-
nity Trust on a Nehalem 
Bay stewardship day on 
Wednesday, March 11, 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

Volunteers will work to 
remove invasive plants and 
otherwise spruce up two 
conserved properties near 
Wheeler: NCLC’s Fish-
ers Point Habitat Reserve 
and LNCT’s Zimmer-
man Marsh. Primary tasks 
will be removing ivy and 

Scotch broom and main-
taining native plants, 
including cutting back 
blackberry and mulching 
around plants.

Volunteers are urged to 
dress for the weather and 
wear waterproof boots and 
work gloves. All neces-
sary tools will be provided. 
Bring drinking water and 
snacks. There will be no 
toilets or potable water on 
site. Dogs are not allowed 
on NCLC properties.

Contact NCLC’s Amy 
Hutmacher at 503-738-
9126 or amyh@nclctrust.
org.

Cleanup scheduled at Fishers Point
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Jeff Hale Painting

503-440-2169 Jeff Hale,
Contractor

Call

Any
time

FreeFastEstimates

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

CCB#179131

Over 25 years local experience

• Residential
• Commercial
• Cedar Roof Treatments
• Exterior Repaint Specialist

CONSTRUCTION

BoB McEwan construction, inc.

Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

FLOORING

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

Visit Our
Outlet!

Randall Lee’s Seaside • 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

Flooring     Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

CCB# 205283

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on 
our reputation

FLOORING

Laurelwood Farm

• Laurelwood Compost
• Soil Amendments 
• Planting MacMix 
• Mulch

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF (no Scotch Broom)

LANDSCAPING

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-6

Sat 8-4

503-325-2861
For emergencies

503-325-0233

35359 Business Hwy 101
(Miles Crossing)

Astoria, OR

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES

• CUSTOM WHEELS •

• AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES •

DEL’S O.K. TIRE

TIRES/WHEELS

BUSINESS
Directory

Serving Clatsop & Tillamook Counties
503.738.8391

• Repairs
• Generator 

installation & 
servicing 

• New construction
• Remodels 

Serving the North Oregon 
Coast since 1950!

CCB#3226

ELECTRICAL

503-739-7145
712 S. Holladay Dr. • Seaside, OR

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

www.jjelectricservice.com

CALL US for your next electrical project!

• New Construction 

• Remodels

• Panel Changes & 
Upgrades

• Add Circuits or 
Lighting

• Generators

• Repairs

CCB #198257

ELECTRICAL


