
A4 • Friday, December 27, 2019 | Seaside Signal | SeasideSignal.com

Seaside Signal
The Seaside Signal 

is published every other week by 

EO Media Group, 

1555 N. Roosevelt, Seaside, OR  97138. 

503-738-5561

seasidesignal.com

Copyright © 2019 Seaside Signal. Nothing 

can be reprinted or copied without consent 

of the owners.

Letter policy
The Seaside Signal welcomes letters to the editor. The 

deadline is noon Monday prior to publication. Letters 

must be 400 words or less and must be signed by the 

author and include a phone number for verifi cation. We 

also request that submissions be limited to one letter 

per month. Send to 1555 N. Roosevelt Drive, Seaside, OR 

97138, drop them off  at 1555 N. Roosevelt Drive or fax to 

503-738-9285, or email  rmarx@seasidesignal.com

Subscriptions
Annually: $40.50 in county • $58.00 in 

and out of county • e-Edition: only $30.00

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Seaside 

Signal, P.O. Box 210, Astoria, OR 97103. Postage Paid at 

Seaside, OR, 97138 and at additional mailing offi  ces. 

Copyright © 2019 by the Seaside Signal. No portion 

of this newspaper may be reproduced without written 

permission. All rights reserved.

CIRCULATION 
MANAGER

Jeremy Feldman

ADVERTISING SALES 
MANAGER

Sarah Silver-Tecza

MULTIMEDIA 
ADVERTISING 

REPRESENTATIVE
Kim McCaw

PUBLISHER
Kari Borgen

EDITOR
R.J. Marx

PRODUCTION 
MANAGER

John D. Bruijn

SYSTEMS 
MANAGER
Carl Earl

CONTRIBUTING 
WRITERS

Skyler Archibald 
Darren Gooch

Joshua Heineman
Rain Jordan

Katherine Lacaze
Eve Marx 
Cara Mico

Esther Moberg 

SignalViewpoints

 W
hat’s ahead for 2020? 
We asked community 
leaders to provide 

their take on the year ahead.

Matt J. Brown, 
Mayor, Gearhart 

2020 is a very important year 
for the City of Gearhart. Our 
number one priority is to build a 
new fi re station.

As most of you know 2019 
was spent gathering data and 
presenting location options to 
our residents so they may help 
guide this important process. 
The feedback has been amaz-
ing, with 82.5% of our citizens 
surveyed in favor of a new sta-
tion and 79.4% of them in favor 
of a bond to fund the station.

Sheila Roley, 
Superintendent, Seaside 

School District
The Seaside School District 

is looking forward to a momen-
tous year. In the fall of 2020, we 
will be opening our new K-12 
campus where our students will 
be in beautiful spaces designed 
for learning and for safety. 

Our goal is that this will 
be a place where all students, 
their families and our commu-
nity feel welcome. Inside those 
spaces we are committed to 
our mission to help young peo-
ple grow to be positive commu-
nity members, to inspire them 
to see what is possible for their 
futures, and to present them 
with the educational opportuni-
ties to achieve their goals.

We will continue to strive 
to have equitable resources 
for all children, to provide an 
engaging, well-rounded, rigor-
ous education, to attend to the 
health and well-being of our 
students and staff, and to build 

more and stronger community 
partnerships.

Skyler Archibald, 
Executive Director, 

Sunset Empire Park and 
Recreation District

My one goal for 2020 per-
tains to the Sunset Empire Park 
and Recreation District and the 
community that we serve. For 
the last eight years, the dis-
trict has pursued the oppor-
tunity of expansion to better 
meet the recreation needs of our 
residents. 

In 2020, my ambition is that 
that pursuit develops into a real-
ity. I am hopeful that the oppor-
tunity to expand and better 
serve our community’s health 
needs and provide a safe space 
for kids and adults to PLAY is 
met with support and enthu-
siasm as it is one of the most 
important investments that we 
can make.

I’m also hopeful that our 
community, our state and our 
nation remain founded in the 
principles of tolerance and 
civility. There are always chal-
lenges and differences that may 
divide us, but we can work 
through those questions if we 
are willing to work together 
and listen and learn from each 
other.

Jay Barber, 
Mayor of Seaside

My hope and desire for Sea-
side in the New Year is to see 
tangible plans become for-
mulated to address the urgent 
workforce/low income housing 
crisis in our community and on 
the North Coast. 

We are a tourist-driven econ-
omy and when local businesses 
cannot hire and retain workers 
because they cannot fi nd local, 
affordable housing we are then 
facing an urgent economic cri-

sis. It will take business lead-
ers, developers, contractors and 
the city working together to lay 
out specifi c plans and actually 
see tangible results take place. 
We’ve been talking about this 
problem long enough. It is time 
to take action.

Joey Daniels, 
Seaside Fire Chief 

Our big goal is to have our 
new tractor drawn aerial up 
and responding in the fi rst few 
months of 2020.

Bill Eddy, 
Gearhart Fire Chief 

Thanks to the countless 
hours devoted by the Fire Sta-
tion Committee and City Coun-
cil, Gearhart is moving forward 
with possibly placing a fi re 
station on the ballot in 2020. 
With the increases and diver-
sity of incidents compounded 
by decreasing volunteer num-

bers throughout the county the 
sharing of resources within the 
fi re service is critical to move 
forward.

Aid agreements are already 
in place and used but the ques-
tions that need to be answered 
are: How can we improve 
these agreements, what are the 
changes as we look into the 
future, and how do we maintain 
and enhance the services now 
delivered to our citizens?

A special thank you to all 
the men and women, volun-
teer or career, that have helped 
maintain the quality services 
provided to their communities, 
citizens and visitors.

Paulina Cockrum, 
Gearhart City 

Council President 
For Gearhart, as council 

president I hope we can com-
plete the process of siting, 
designing and funding, and 
start construction of our new 
fi re station. I hope we — coun-
cil, staff and committees — can 
continue our civil discourse 
about our community needs 
and encourage participation of 
our residents and homeowners.

Tom Horning, 
Seaside City Council 

I would like the city to 
develop a plan for replacing 
or building at least new fi ve 
bridges that are necessary for 
tsunami evacuation routes, with 
the completion date by 2040, 
requiring funding if necessary 
by raising room taxes as much 
as two percent on an emer-
gency basis, to be lowered later 
once the work is completed. 
This infrastructure invest-
ment will reduce future tsu-
nami casualties by perhaps 80 
percent and enhance Seaside 
as a proactive community that 
is forced to raise its own funds 
because neither the state nor 
federal governments are able 
to. Seaside would be the can-do 
community of the Cascadia 
coastline.
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A
s I write this column, it’s 
fi ve days until Christ-
mas and I’m feeling 

pretty smug. My shopping is 
completed; all gifts have been 
wrapped.

This whole past week I’ve 
been having cozy coffees with 
friends. The house is decorated, 
albeit idiosyncratically, and 
there’s only one big thing left to 
do, which is decide what we’ll 
eat.

After decades of pancakes in 
the morning, served with real 
maple syrup, followed up a few 
hours later with a late afternoon 
meal of beef, lots of beef, and 
Yorkshire pudding, I’ve grown 
weary of pseudo-British Christ-
mas fare and am thinking why 
not take out Thai Me Up? I just 
saw on Facebook they’re open 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, so, really, why not?

It’s crazy to imagine how 
much time and energy I wasted 
stressing over Christmas and all 
I had to do and buy. I remember 
frantic moonlight excursions to 
big box stores fi ghting off other 
parents to score the latest must-
have toy. I remember toiling at 
all hours making presents for my 
child’s teachers and school bus 
drivers — one year it was berib-
boned jars of homemade salsa, 
another homemade wreaths — 
and feeling distraught glimps-
ing the looks of disappointment 
on their faces when they saw it 
wasn’t a gift card, or, better yet, 
straight up cash.

My family and a handful of 

family friends recall traditions 
of our East Coast Christmas 
Day. It was always freezing with 
six inches of ice and snow and 
no plow guy showing up. Luck-
ily we never went anywhere, but 

had friends drop in instead. One 
friend came over early and we 
all joked how she was the only 
one not wearing a bathrobe. 
Another liked arriving midday 
to hang out in the kitchen drink-
ing coffee while I got the mas-
sive dinner going. She usually 
stayed long enough to switch to 
wine from caffeine.

Since relocating to the 
Pacifi c Northwest we’re devel-
oping new traditions. I got a 
new stove this year and it has a 
built-in griddle. We could swap 
out the traditional pancakes 
for grilled brioche breakfast 
sandwiches.

The only tradition that never 
changes is our pets getting the 
most gifts. We’ve always been 
indulgent with our animals; 
I wince thinking how much I 
spent once upon a time on horse 
blankets. This year our min-pin 
is our only fur child so she’ll 
be showered with treats and 
toys and a new coat to keep her 
warm.

This is the time of year peo-
ple start making New Year’s 

resolutions. In years past I’ve 
resolved to go on a diet, drink 
more water, hold my tongue. 
I’ve resolved to donate to ani-
mal charities and shelters, but 
not take on another cat or dog.

Over the years, I’ve failed 
miserably at keeping these 
promises, which is why I often 
abstain from making any resolu-
tions at all.

That said, for 2020 I’m doing 
something different. This year 
I’m resolving to stay open to 
new experiences. Another goal 

is to be more fl exible. I fully 
intend to plank (that’s a yoga 
thing) daily and ratchet up my 
morning routine of 200 crunches 
to 250. I resolve to eat more 
leafy dark green vegetables, 
although I’ve pretty much given 
up on kale.

I also resolve to do all or 
most of my food shopping in 
Seaside at the Hamilton Market. 
What a gift it is to have a great 
little grocery store right in the 
neighborhood.

Happy New Year!

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!

Our son, December 1987, excited for Christmas. At the time, he had no 

idea what Christmas was, only that it was a time to be joyous.

THE HOUSE IS 

DECORATED, AND 

THERE’S ONLY ONE 

BIG THING LEFT 

TO DO, WHICH 

IS DECIDE WHAT 

WE’LL EAT.

Participate in 
Culture Trust tax 
credit program

Every Oregonian has the right 
to direct a portion of their state 
taxes to fund arts and culture, but 
only a small percentage act on it.

Here’s how it works: Make a 
donation to one or more of Ore-
gon’s 1,400+ cultural nonprof-
its, then make a matching gift to 
the Oregon Cultural Trust by Dec. 
31. You get 100% of the Cultural 
Trust donation back when you fi le 
your state taxes — by claiming 
the cultural tax credit — and the 
state Legislature invests that same 
amount in Oregon culture.

In Clatsop, Columbia, and Til-
lamook Counties grant awards 
have exceeded $707,000, includ-
ing a FY2020 award of $17,327 
to the Astor Library Friends 
Association.

While the new tax laws 
reduced the number of Oregonians 
who itemize deductions at the fed-
eral level, the benefi ts of invest-
ing in Oregon culture remain the 
same. Whether or not you itemize, 
your donation to the Cultural Trust 
still prompts a 100% tax credit on 
your state taxes!

Contributions to the Cultural 
Trust are easy to make and can be 
done online at www.culturaltrust.
org. The Trust can accept appre-
ciated stock as well as IRA distri-
butions, which may provide addi-
tional tax benefi ts. The tax credit 
is limited to $500 for individual 
fi lers, $1,000 for joint fi lers and 
$2,500 for C-corporations.

If you enjoy Oregon’s rich cul-
ture, participating in the Cultural 
Trust tax credit program is the 
best way to give back. Make sure 
a portion of your state taxes sup-
ports arts and culture. It’s a win-
win for everyone!

Bereniece Jones-Centeno
Astoria
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