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Memories of Holocaust continue to resonate for Ruth Lindemann

By NANCY MCCARTHY
For Seaside Signal

The fear began for
Ruth Lindemann, a Jew-
ish girl growing up in
Vienna, Austria, on her fifth
birthday.

When her parents turned
on the radio that day, she
overheard a man scream-
ing about how the evil Jews
were ruining the country
and should all be killed.

“When that cold knot of
fear starts to build in your
stomach, it doesn’t ever go
away,” Lindemann recently
told an audience at the Sea-
side Public Library. “Once a
kid has that feeling, they’re
never really a child again.”

Lindemann, who lived
much of her life in Oregon
and Washington, has written
two historical fiction books:
“To Survive is Not Enough,”
and “They Will Not Be For-
gotten,” both based on hers
and others’ stories.

Just a month after her
birthday, Nazi Germany
annexed Austria, and all of
Germany’s laws against the
Jews were installed. Sud-
denly, Lindemann said,
her working class parents
“found themselves living
in a strange place, almost
another planet.”

“Jews had no rights at all.
They could not own any-
thing, and they were no lon-

ger people,” Lindemann said.
“Anybody could walk into
your house or apartment and
take whatever they wanted or
do anything else, and there
was no law protecting you.”

Jews weren’t allowed
in public venues, including
libraries, stores, restaurants
or theaters. Women could
shop for groceries only
during certain hours before
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curfew. They couldn’t own
radios, bicycles, pets, jew-
elry or art. They couldn’t be
employed and they couldn’t
employ anyone else, Linde-
mann said.

“The guys in the boots
and with the guns searched
homes to make sure Jewish
people weren’t hiding any-
thing. It was a dangerous
time.”

In November 1938, Lin-
demann, who, with her
mother, was heading home
from Lindemann’s Mon-
tessori kindergarten, found
herself walking ankle-deep
in glass. It was the day after

New Year’s, the men came
with black boots. I don’t
remember what they looked
like; they had guns, and 1
didn’t really look at them,”
Lindemann recalled. “They
told us we had to move.”

‘COLD KNOT OF FEAR’

‘When that cold knot of fear starts to build in your stomach,

it doesn’t ever go away.

— Ruth Lindemann

Kristallnacht (Night of the
Broken Glass), when Nazis
shattered glass windows in
local stores, destroyed syn-
agogues and vandalized
Jewish homes. Instead of
walking on the main street,
“my mother insisted on
taking the back alleys, and
taking short cuts and walk-
ing very fast,” Lindemann
said.

As they neared their
apartment, her mother’s
cousin called out to her,
“They’ve taken all the
men.”

Lindemann’s father was
one of 30,000 men arrested
that day; he was taken to
the Dachau concentration
camp.

Her mother, who had lost
her job as an executive sec-
retary in a textile company,
began seeking permits to
leave the country.

“Then one day, right after
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She and her mother
moved to a room in another
part of the city. Lindemann
attended a makeshift school,
but, she said, the teacher
was “very cruel. He hit us
a lot. It was a culture of
cruelty.”

Meanwhile, she said,
“People kept disappearing.
It was bad when friends
didn’t come back to school,
but it was worse when kids
came to school crying and
said their mothers had not
come home the day before.
Their dads were already
gone. They were all alone.
....People were just being
picked up and taken away.”

A year later, Linde-
mann’s  mother  finally
received permits to go to
America. Before they left,
however, they visited Lin-
demann’s grandmother in a
nearby village. While they
said good-bye to her grand-

mother, aunt and two cous-
ins, a neighbor warned
them, “They’re coming to
get you!”

They heard boots on the
gravel and dogs barking.
They banged on the door.

“My mother grabbed
me by the hand; we walked
down the hallway, and my
mother jerked me into a
room, closed the door and
shoved me under a window
seat. She got in there beside
me and held me really, really
tight. We just sat there, and
we heard the commotion
outside.”

When they emerged, “my
cousins and my aunt and my
grandmother were gone.”
Lindemann learned later
that they were killed in the
Auschwitz  concentration
camp.

They walked across a
meadow, flagged down a
train, and made it home. A
few days later, they sailed to
America.

Lindemann’s mother
“was able to bribe a lot of
people” and paid to get
Lindemann’s father out
of Dachau. He escaped to
Sweden, where he became
a dairy farmer. Eventually,
the family was reunited in
America.

But, said Lindemann,
who ended her story with
an idea for another book, “It
wasn’t easy to be a refugee
in America.”

Friday, Oct. 11

Day-off camp

8a.m.-5:30 p.m., join Sunset
Empire Park and Recreation
District for arts and crafts,
swimming, games and more;
signup at sunsetempire.com.

Free open swim
1-3 p.m., sponsored by Seaside
Kids Inc., 1140 Broadway.

Bill Hayes
5-7 p.m., contemporary, folk
and Americana; Cheri's Cafe,

239 N. Hemlock, Cannon
Beach.
Wes Wahrmund

6-9 p.m., classical guitar, clas-
sical guitar, jazz and original
tunes, The Bistro, 271 N. Hem-
lock, Cannon Beach.

Saturday, Oct. 12

Learn to Play Ukulele

9:45 a.m., learn how to play the
ukulele with instructor Kathy
Ryan; conference room, Bob
Chisholm Community Center,
1225 Avenue A; sunsetempire.
com.

Type-In event

1 p.m., The Friends of the Sea-
side Library hosts Raymond
Montgomery, a typewriter col-
lector extraordinaire and has
a collection of over 150 classic
non-electric machines; free,
Seaside Library, 1131 Broad-
way; 503-738-6742.

Learn to Play Ukulele

9:45 a.m., learn how to play the
ukulele with instructor Kathy
Ryan; conference room, Bob
Chisholm Community Center,
1225 Avenue A; sunsetempire.
com.

NW Author Program

2 p.m., featuring author Ste-
phen Holgate, author of “Tang-
ier”and “Madagascar,’; Cannon
Beach Library, 131 N. Hemlock,
Cannon Beach.

Just Those Cats

6 p.m., country western music;
Sweet Basil, 271 N. Hemlock,
Cannon Beach.

Bobcat Bob

6 p.m., blues and jazz, Season’s
Deli, 255 N. Hemlock, Cannon
Beach.

Britnee Kellogg

8to 10 p.m., Public Coast Brew-
ing Co., 264 E. Third St., Cannon
Beach.

Sunday, Oct. 13

Buffet Breakfast

8:30-11 a.m., waffles, omelets
and more; American Legion,
1315 Broadway, Seaside.

Maggie & the Katz

5:30-8 p.m., Soul, blues and
R&B; The Bistro, 263 N. Hem-
lock, Cannon Beach.

Monday, Oct. 14

Coffee, crafts and
conversation

10a.m., Bob Chisholm Com-
munity Center, 1225 Avenue A,
Seaside.

Bingo!
12:30 p.m., Bob Chisholm Com-
munity Center, 1225 Avenue A,
Seaside.

Senior Movie

1p.m., movie title posted
weekly at Bob Chisholm Com-
munity Center; 1225 Avenue A.

Jam Session
6:30-8:30 p.m., featuring lo-
cal musicians, Cannon Beach

American Legion, 1216 N.
Hemlock.

Tuesday, Oct. 15

TOPS

9:15 a.m., Take Pounds Off Sen-
sibly focuses on healthy life-
style changes for weight loss,
meets weekly. North Coast
Family Fellowship, 2245 N.
Wahanna Road, Seaside; ncff-
church.org or 503-738-7453.

Knit, Needle and Crochet
10a.m., Bob Chisholm Com-
munity Center, 1225 Avenue A,
Seaside.

Construction Vehicles

10 a.m., Preschool storytime,
Seaside Library, 1131 Broad-
way.

Science in a Bottle
3:30 p.m., Teen Tuesday, Sea-

side Library, 1131 Broadway,
Seaside.

Teen Tuesday

3:15 p.m., Cooking gnocchi,
Seaside Library, 1131 Broad-
way, 503-738-6742.

Taco Tuesday

5-7:30 p.m., American Legion
Post 99, 1315 Broadway Street
Seaside.

Wednesday, Oct. 16

Good Morning Seaside
8 a.m., Weekly coffee and net-
working; Seaside Chamber of
Commerce; contact for details,
www.seasidechamber.com.

Awana Youth Group

6-8 p.m., age 3 to sixth-graders,
North Coast Family Fellowship,
2245 N. Wahanna, Seaside;
503-738-7453.

Open Gym Basketball
7:45-9:30 p.m., enjoy a pickup
game; both residents and non-
residents; Broadway Middle
School gym, 1120 Broadway.

Thursday, Oct. 17

SDDA Breakfast

8a.m. Pig 'N Pancake, 323
Broadway, Seaside, 503-717-
1914, www.seasidedown-

town.com. Weekly speakers,
discussions and a no-host
breakfast.

Rotary meeting
Noon, Seaside Rotary meets at
Angelina’s Pizzeria and Cafe,
1815 S. Roosevelt.

SEREES
by Budget Blinds®

¥ 4
|

%‘
‘s.
s
i
g{
| |

Get Fit!
6-7 p.m., balanced strength
and conditioning program;

Bob Chisholm Community
Center, 1225 Avenue A, Sea-
side.

Music at McMenamins
7 p.m., McMenamins Gearhart

Hotel, 1157 N. Marion Ave,,
Gearhart; 503-717-8159.

Floating Glass Balls

8-10 p.m., Bill's Tavern, folk,
Americana and “beachgrass,’
188 N. Hemlock, Cannon
Beach.

In-Home Consultation * Expert Measuring © Professional Installation * The Strongest Warranty

Oregon Coast 503-738-5242

Lincoln City 541-994-9954
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www.budgetblinds.com

B BUDGET
Hl BLINDS

*Applies to selected Signature Series window treatments. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers,

discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At participating franchises onl
Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

7 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Style and service for every budget

Gretchen Darnell
Seaside, Oregon
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I got screened.
Now, 'm talking about it.

Screening can prevent colorectal cancer
or catch the #2 cancer killer early when
it’s highly treatable. Most people get
screened because they’re encouraged

by someone they know and trust. So

if you've been screened, please talk
about your experience. And encourage
others to get screened too.

COLORECTAL CANCER

The cancer you can prevent.

TheCancerYouCanPrevent.org
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