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Bonamici: Health care, climate change top priorities
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at  Gearhart Elementary
School. “But when we
learned the president was
compromising our national
security and raising national
security issues, that’s when
I said my constituents and
Americans deserve to get
the facts.”

Asked afterward by The
Astorian whether she would
vote to impeach the presi-
dent, the Oregon Democrat
said: “I likely would because
what I’ve seen is admission
about what the phone call
was and the summary of the
phone call to me raises seri-
ous enough concerns, but we
need to wait until the inquiry
is finished.”

Bob Shortman, the Clat-
sop County Republican
chairman, was critical of
House Democrats. “Right
now, this is just a political
partisan pact in the House
to hinder his reelection cam-
paign,” he said.

At the town hall,
Bonamici said impeachment
is among the top five issues
people are raising with her,
along with prescription drug
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Clatsop County GOP chairman Bob Shortman questions the
Democrats’ call forimpeachment of President Donald Trump.

abuse, migrant children
being separated from their
families, public lands and
robocalls.

However, she wanted
constituents to know that the
impeachment inquiry is not
all Congress is doing.

Bonamici said it s
important to stay hopeful
and engaged. Although she
said it has been difficult
to get some things done,
“we also have to look at
where we are getting things
done.”

Health care, making col-
lege more affordable and
addressing climate change
are among the congress-
woman’s top priorities.

She pointed to the Lower
Drug Costs Now Act, which
would allow Medicare to
negotiate directly with drug
companies over prices for
some of the costliest drugs.

She said she also wants
to make sure everyone has a
career path, whether through
college, apprenticeship or a
worker training program —

a goal reflected in a biparti-
san apprenticeship bill she is
working on.

Bonamici said she wants
to move toward a clean
energy economy while also
discussing the workforce
and jobs.

Clatsop County, as well
as other parts of the state,
has felt the tension between
people who want to preserve
or revive jobs in industries
such as timber and those
who want to transition to a
clean energy economy.

Animosity over state
House Bill 2020 — a cap
and trade measure that failed
at the Legislature — is lin-
gering as #Timber Unity
protesters ramp up efforts
to recall state Rep. Tiffiny
Mitchell, D-Astoria, for vot-
ing for the bill.

“No one’s interested in
putting anyone out of a job.
My grandfather was a coal
miner. We’re not interested
in putting people out of jobs.
We’re interested in mak-
ing sure people are getting
good-paying jobs and get
the skills to work in renew-
able energy or other local
industries,” Bonamici said.

VRD: Commission lets Ninth Ave. VRD permit stand
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“A well-run VRD can
actually have a positive, not
negative, effect on the com-
munity,” he added.

Invoting to deny the appeal,
commissioners determined the
property at 403 Ninth Ave. had
met the city’s requirements in
issuing the permit.

The Van Hornes expressed
their dismay at the outcome.

VRDs are “taking the
soul out of our communi-
ties,” Karen Van Horne said.
“At what point do you draw
the line?”

The denial comes a day
after a joint Planning Com-
mission and City Council
workshop, in which similar
concerns came up for review.

On Oct. 14, the City
Council will hear a pro-
posal for a new, higher VRD

license fee, and in upcoming
meetings the Planning Com-
mission will be considering
an array of changes to the
city’s rules, including VRD
limits, contact information
requirements and inspec-
tions. A compliance officer
will be hired by the city for
enforcement.

“Are we two seconds
early?” Karen Van Horne
asked after Tuesday’s vote.

Hoth said the commis-
sion was seeking “some kind
of resolution” on the topic of
VRDs.

“If there are legitimate
problems and some-
times there are — they’ll be
addressed more specifically.
And we’ll be discussing regu-
lations that will limit the num-
ber that can be,” Hoth said.
“As far as them going away,
that’s probably not realistic.”

Rilea: Kids learn through doing at STARBASE
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students as Mr. Electric and
Professor Plankton, respec-
tively — through a variety
of experiments that intro-
duce them to chemistry,
physics,  computer-aided
design, coding, and pro-
gramming.  Mathematics
and engineering processes
are woven throughout the
curriculum, as the students
use estimation, metric mea-
surement, data analysis, and
calculation geometry.

Fifth-grade teacher Brett
Deur said he appreciates the
collaborative aspect of the
program and the ability for
students to partake in exper-
iments and then make modi-
fications after gathering one
set of results.

“The instructors take
time to do it right,” he said.
“They’ve already done all
the planning, gathered all
these materials.”

In  Yager’s  experi-
ence, the program supports
“growth mindset.” It chal-
lenges students in a way
that’s  empowering and
allows themselves to excel
in subjects that might have
felt intimidating before.
Often, students begin “to
see themselves as technolo-
gists or scientists, when they
might not have ever done so
before.” Yager added.

Bringing STARBASE
to the Coast

The goal of STAR-
BASE Oregon, which is
funded by the Department
of Defense but administered
by the state, is to reach stu-
dents who live in inner cit-
ies or rural locations and are
under-represented in STEM
fields. The state runs three
STARBASE academies in
Portland, Klamath Falls,
and Camp Riles, the most
recent addition. All three
academies only invite stu-
dents from Title I school
districts, which includes
Seaside School District.

The schools need only to
be within a 40-minute bus
ride of Camp Rilea to par-
take in the program, which
makes it accessible schools
in the Long Beach Penin-
sula, as well. Although the
STARBASE academies
must be established at and
supported by military sites,
there is nothing militaris-
tic in the curriculum and
no recruitment aspect to the
program.

Katherine Lacaze

Seaside fifth-graders Alexis Collins (from right) and Emilio
Tate was experiment with Newton'’s Cradle during a session
on Newton’s Laws at STARBASE Camp Rilea.

Retired
Farmer,
manager,

Col. Todd
the training site
was instrumen-

Katherine Lacaze
Ethan Underhill And Navarro Garcia, fifth-graders from The
Heights Elementary School.

tal in bringing STARBASE
to Camp Rilea, although
the program had previ-

ously expressed interest in
establishing a North Coast
location. After visiting the
STARBASE academy in
Portland, he recognized how
the program could benefit
students in the community.
They have an opportunity to
touch and work with materi-
als they wouldn’t be able to
otherwise, because the indi-
vidual school districts “sim-
ply can’t afford some of the
materials and the equip-
ment,” Farmer said.

The students get spend
concentrated amounts of
time on experiments, there
are no tests, and the envi-
ronment is fun and interac-
tive, creating an experience
that engenders interest in
STEM subjects “in a very
positive manner,” Farmer
added.

The STARBASE pro-
gram started operating at
Camp Rilea during the
2018-19 school year, but
only 10 classes could attend
before the academy transi-
tioned into camps for the
summer. The Seaside ele-
mentary classes were able to
get into the rotation for the
first time this fall.

“This is a pretty big deal
and an example of a won-
derful partnership to make
learning real for students,”
curriculum director Sande
Brown said.
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ASSISTANCE LEAGUE®
THE COLUMBIA PACIFIC / \ I

Presents the 12" Annual assistance league

U

GEARHART - OCEAN VIEWS

TICKETS $30

DAY OF $35

SATURDAY o OCTOBER 12™e¢ 2019 11am-3pPMm

Tickets Available at:

HOLLY McHONE JEWELERS - ASTORIA/THE SWEET SHOP - GEARHART
OR ONLINE AT WWW.ASSISTANCELEAGUECP.ORG

HOMES ON TOUR SPONSORS RESTAURANT FLORIST
Goodman/Garvey AUTIO Co./England Marine Thai Me Up Erickson’s
Hoffman/Trullinger Miller/Keizer Maggie’s on the Prom Bloomin Crazy
Cowles Lum’s The Sweet Shop Erickson’s
Marino TOTEM Properties Pacific Way Cafe Bloomin Crazy
Warren US Bank Finn’s Fish House Natural Nook
Natural Nook Bighy’s Tree Service Dough Dough Bakery Natural Nook

Proceeds benefit the 2019/20 “Operations School Bell” program that will provide clothing to over 700 Clatsop County Children.
FOR MORE INFO GOTO

OR CALL 503.791.2879

Continued from Page Al

“I'm not doing this
because it’s political, I'm
doing it to defend the

constitution,” Suzanne
Bonamici replied.
Ultimately, ~Bonamici

extended a desire to reach
out across the aisle.

“You find partners
on issues and get things
done,” she said. “There

are 435 members of Con-
gress and everybody there
wants the same things.
They want the nation to
be secure, they want good
schools. They want good
jobs and a strong econ-

Gearhart: Bonamici visit

omy, they want clean air
and water. They want good
health care. They just have
different ideas how to get
there.”

Among the audience
was state Rep. Tiffiny
Mitchell, who 1is fac-
ing a potential recall vote
herself.

“I appreciate how many
people came out,” Mitch-
ell said after the town hall.
“Clearly we had a lot of
folks at this event that
maybe don’t agree with the
congresswoman’s position
on certain things. But it
was a completely calm and
peaceful gathering.”
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Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on
our reputahon

3470 Hwy 101 Sune 102 » Georhort Oregon
503.739.7577 * carpetcornergearhart.com
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Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,
Counter Tops, All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

et

Randall Lee’s Seaside © 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. ¢ 503-738-5729

riflooring @ yahoo.com ¢ www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

Randall Lee’s Flooring OQutlet 3579 Hwy [0 Gearhart * 503-738-6756

Warehouse pricing * Open to the Public * Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants * In House Binding

CONSTRUCTION

ExcAVATION * UNDERGROUND UTIITIES
RoAD WORK * FILL MATERIAL

S1TE PREPARATION * ROCK
OWNED AND OPERATED BY MIKE AND CELINE MCEwWAN

34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR
P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

SERVING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST SINCE 1956 - CC48302

LANDSCAPING
YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF (no Scotch Broom)

© Laurelwood Compost
© Soil Amendments

© Planting MacMix

© Mulch

503-717-1454

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

DEL’S O.K.TIRE
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TIRE and AUTO SERVICE

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES
« CUSTOM WHEELS .
« AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES -

503-325-2861 | 35359 Business Hwy 101
For emergencies (Miles Crossing)
503-325-0233 Astoria, OR
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ELECTRICAL

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-6
Sat 8-4

! ¥
= Repairs

= Generator
installation &

(

servicing COASTAL ELECTRIC, INC.
= New construction FOR YOUR COMPLETE ELECTRICAL NEEDS
= Remodels

Serving the North Oregon
Coast since 1950!

Serving Clatsop & Tillamook Counties
503.738.8391
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New Indoor Dog Park
in Gearhart

Bring in your best buddy for a day of
play. We have agility equipment,
come take a look.

Must have immunization records

o 10am - 7pm Monday -Saturday

www.rdogpark.com
3585 Hwy 101 North




