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 E
ach morning and afternoon 
I walk down Broadway 
towards the sea. I am quick 

to offer up a friendly good morning 
and a tip of my hat to many of the 
folks passing by, most of the time I 
get a smile and a good morning in 
return.

Festooned with many cam-
eras, one of them with a very large 
lens gets me noticed. Often peo-
ple comment on me and my load, 
“nice cameras!” someone would 
exclaim as we pass in opposite 
directions. “Nice scenery” I throw 
over my shoulder. I love leaving 
them laughing.

I cross the bridge over the Neca-
nicum River and spot a cormo-
rant struggling with a good-sized 
bull fi sh. I swiftly raise my camera 
with the long lens, focus in on the 
unfolding drama and snap off 15 
shots in quick succession.

I continue on Broadway towards 
it’s cul-de-sac terminus known 
by the locals as the Turnaround, I 
encounter Lucky, a red Queensland 

heeler and his human, Paul. Lucky 
perceives an eating opportunity 
and greets me enthusiastically. He 
knows that I have a stash of beef 
jerky in my pocket. I give him a 
big slab of the dried meat. He gob-
bles it down. My late wife Jackie 
would say no more dogs, no more 
husbands and not necessarily in 
that order. So, now I have to spoil 
other people’s dogs. When I lost 
my Jackie, so many people here 
were very kind to me. I have found 
a home in this pretty town by the 
side of the sea.

I have made many friends here 
in Seaside, most of them have four 
legs or feathers. Pressing on, I am 
followed by a contingent of crows. 
I leave bagel bits as I go and the 
crows grab them up as soon as 
they’re tossed. The sparrows see 
me coming, as well. A sparrow’s 
brain weighs about a gram and 
yet, these clever little critters rec-
ognize me and will fl utter right in 
front of my face to announce their 
presence. They too get tiny bits of 
bagel. Nearing the Turnaround, I 
am spotted and a couple of gulls let 
loose with their feeding calls, alert-
ing the other gulls to the presence 
of plentiful bagel bits. Soon the sky 
is full of hungry birds.

I play my harmonica some of 
them gather around and pretend to 

be music lovers but, I know they’re 
only interested in my bagel bits. 
When I’m done playing, I apolo-
gize to the people upon whom I 
have infl icted my tunes and explain 
to them that I can’t play my har-
monica at home because my cat 

hates it. Some of the birds will 
light upon my head and gobble the 
bits I hand up to them. On a cold 
winter morning one of my regular 
gull-pals, Gracie, stopped taking 
the bagel bits and just stood there. I 
could feel her moving her feet back 

and forth on my head. It suddenly 
dawned on me that she was using 
the heat from my noggin to keep 
them warm. It’s great that after all 
these years, I have fi nally found 
my purpose in life.

Gracie, my cameras and me.

Experiencing close encounters of the bird kind

Lou Solitske

Photographer Lou Solitske looks to the skies and fi nds friends.

GUEST
COLUMN
LOU 
SOLITSKE

 V
accines: Safe, effective and nec-
essary for a healthy community

It’s September, and school is 
starting again. Lots of kids coming back 
to lots of classrooms, carrying books, 
paper and pen to school, and carrying 
sniffl es and coughs back home.

As a parent, you know that when 
it comes to sickness, kids share 
generously.

If your children have been in school 
before, you also know that in a few 
months, “exclusion day” will come 
around, and if your children don’t have 
their vaccinations up to date, they’ll be 
excluded from school until they do.

Many of us remember when child-
hood illnesses were a fact of life for 
most kids. Measles, chicken pox, 
mumps, whooping cough and a whole 
gamut of nasty sicknesses could keep 
both child and parent home from school 
and work.

Since safe, effective vaccines for 
these illnesses became available in the 
early 1970s, these illnesses have nearly 
disappeared. In fact, they are so rare 

now that most doctors, nurses and par-
ents have never seen them. Like most 
states, Oregon requires children attend-
ing school to show proof that their vac-
cinations are up to date. However, some 
parents still choose not to vaccinate 
their children, often because of concerns 
that the vaccines may be harmful.

That’s not a good idea, says Safi na 
Koreishi, MD, Columbia Pacifi c CCO 
medical director. “Sending your child 
to school without all the recommended 
vaccinations puts both the child and 
all the other kids at risk of getting sick. 
And some of these illnesses are serious 
enough to put a child in the hospital.”

Here’s what can happen if we ease 
up on vaccinations. In 1994, Japan’s 
vaccination campaign against pertus-
sis (whooping cough) had reduced the 
disease to only 393 reported cases. 

Because of the success of the cam-
paign, many people thought that the 
vaccine wasn’t needed any more. Oth-
ers believed that the vaccine itself was 
dangerous. Just a few years later, vacci-
nation had dropped way off, the country 
had 13,000 cases of whooping cough, 
and 41 children died.

It can happen here. Last winter, the 
biggest rash of measles cases in years 
occurred nationwide. The fi rst big cen-
ter for the disease: Clark County, in 
the Portland metropolitan area. There 
were 81 confi rmed cases of measles 
in Washington, and 800 children were 
kept home from school to control the 
outbreak.

“As long as these preventable dis-
eases occur anywhere in the world, we 
should be sure to vaccinate all of our 
children,” says Dr. Koreishi. “It only 
takes one international traveler who 
arrives in the U.S infected — and a pop-
ulation with even a few kids and adults 
who aren’t vaccinated — to set off an 
outbreak here. That’s what happened in 
Clark County.” 

Keep up with your child’s immunization schedule
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CONSTRUCTION

BoB McEwan construction, inc.

Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock

owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

FLOORING

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

Visit Our
Outlet!

Randall Lee’s Seaside • 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr. • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

ADVERTISING

YOUR AD HERE!

CALL TODAY

Our Business Directory is an inexpensive 
way for your business to advertise with us!

to discuss new and exciting ways to 
promote your business on the North Coast

SARAH SILVER

503-325-3211

Flooring     Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

CCB# 205283

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on 
our reputation

FLOORING

Laurelwood Farm

• Laurelwood Compost
• Soil Amendments 
• Planting MacMix 
• Mulch

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF (no Scotch Broom)

LANDSCAPING

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-6

Sat 8-4

503-325-2861
For emergencies

503-325-0233

35359 Business Hwy 101
(Miles Crossing)

Astoria, OR

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES

• CUSTOM WHEELS •

• AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES •

DEL’S O.K. TIRE

TIRES/WHEELS

BUSINESS

Directory

CALL TODAY

Who knew a brewhouse and a bank had so much in common?

When No-Li looked for a bank, they found something more. A true partner. Columbia Bank 

shared their vision for the brewery and their commitment to community. From helping 

them create jobs, to giving back, Cindy and John Bryant tapped into what makes us different. 

See how good your relationship with a bank can be. Visit WhereRelationshipsRule.com.

WE
DIDN’T
JUST BUY
A LOAN,
WE CREATED
A VISION
TOGETHER.GETHER.GETHER.

WEWE

John Bryant | Owner | No-Li Brewhouse

Member FDIC    Equal Housing Lender


