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Elementary School and Broadway Middle School. 
She taught high school biology in the Renton, 
Washington, School District for 10 years.

Also in an uncontested race, Mark Truax, presi-
dent of the board and holding 20 years experience 
with the school district, is running for Zone 4, Posi-
tion 2, based in Seaside. He is a Seaside High School 
graduate and Astoria fi refi ghter. 

Clatsop Community College board
Incumbent Andrea Mazzarella and challenger 

Sara Meyer, candidates for the Clatsop Commu-
nity College Board, shared many similar views in 
a candidate forum on May 4, albeit from different 
backgrounds.

They are running for Zone 2, Position 2, which 
covers Astoria and outlying neighborhoods.

Also at the forum was Karen Burke, a former 
nurse and instructor who is running unopposed for 
Zone 1, Position 1, covering much of the eastern 
portion of Clatsop County. The college’s two posi-
tions covering South County and Warrenton have 
no candidates and will likely be decided by write-in 
campaigns.

Mazzarella, 38, spent more than 20 years in the 
service industry before becoming a real estate agent 
and delving into community service. She was in the 
college’s Upward Bound high school enrichment 
program, used its Small Business Development Cen-
ter when starting a small business and studies in its 
historic preservation program.

She was appointed to the college board in January 
2018 to replace Patrick Wingard, and also serves on 
the Astoria Budget Committee. The May election is 
to fi ll out the remaining two years of Wingard’s term.

Meyer, 74, came to Astoria in the 1970s with her 
husband, Chuck. She worked at the Tongue Point Job 
Corps Center and opened the Compleat Photographer 
with her husband in 1977, running it for 40 years.

She served on the Astoria School Board from 
1976 to 1980 and the college board from 1996 to 
2000. She has a bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Oregon.

School district: Two 
competitive races
Continued from Page A1
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Shannon Swedenborg
Zone 1, Position 1 

I am running for school board because 
I have two children that currently attend 
Seaside Heights Elementary so I have 
a vested interest in the success of our 
schools. I am a former high school teacher 
and I have a passion for education. I feel 
I can give valuable input to the board. 
The building of the new school is a huge 
project and I would like to be involved in 
some way. I feel this is a great way for me 
to give back to the community.

John Dunzer
Zone 5, Position 1 

— Make sure every student is on 
a path to graduate and educationally 
equipped to lead a successful life.

— Provide highly competitive pay 
for classroom teachers

— Ensure the community provides 
the resources to protect and enrich stu-
dents when they are not on campus

— Implement a strong response to 
bullying

— Pursue fi nancial policies which 
provide an outstanding return on 

the communities investment in their 
schools.

— Develop a sense of happiness 
and moral value in students and faculty 
as a result of their interaction with the 
school district.

Sondra Gomez
Zone 5, Position 1 

Investing in our youth, public ser-
vice workers, and community is essen-
tial. It is my top priority to ensure that 
each student is served in the best capac-
ity based on their individual needs; 
understanding that providing support 
to our school employees is the founda-
tion for student success.

Our district functions like a fam-
ily, full of heart. I want to support the 
progress and success our district has 
achieved. I am excited about the direc-
tion the district is headed, with a strong 
focus on school attendance, family/
community engagement, and preparing 
students for their future. It is import-
ant to me that we keep the education, 
safety and well-being of each student at 
the forefront of our decisions.

I have 12+ years in education, spe-
cifi cally in student support services. 
My family means the world to me and 

I look at each day as something worth 
celebrating. It is an honor to currently 
be serving on the Seaside school board, 
and appreciate your support to con-
tinue to serve in the Zone 5 school 
board position.

Jeremy Mills
Zone 5, Position 1 

For years our focus as a family and 
as a business has been to do everything 
we can to help strengthen, mentor and 
inspire our local kids so that they can 
move forward confi dently into a better 
future. My wife and I feel this is a natu-
ral progression for us and I am excited 
for this next opportunity to help our 
community’s children.

Mark Truax
Zone 4, Position 2  

I am a 25-year fi refi ghter in the city 
of Astoria. I am just fi nishing my 20th 
year on the school board, with four 
years on the budget committee before 
that. I’m seeking re-election to fi nish 
what’s in front of us:

1. The new campus.
2. Putting the strategic plan to work.
3. Transitioning from Superinten-

dent Sheila Roley to Susan Penrod.

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

Why I am running for school board

By EDWARD STRATTON
The Astorian

Port of Astoria Commis-
sioner Bill Hunsinger touted 
his experience and criticism 
of what he sees as ineffec-
tive Port management at a 
candidate forum on Satur-
day, while Scott McClaine, 
his challenger in the May 
election, stressed he would 
bring fresh eyes.

The two are running for 
a four-year term in Position 
3 on the Port Commission. 
Commissioner Robert Ste-
vens, a retired Coast Guard 
captain, is running unop-
posed for Position 4.

Hunsinger, a commer-
cial fi sherman and former 
longshoreman, has been on 
the Port Commission for 
12 years. McClaine, the 
owner of an online coin 
shop and a Coast Guard vet-
eran, recently quit his job 
as a security guard at the 
Port to campaign against 
Hunsinger.

The Port is in dire fi nan-
cial straits, with staff esti-
mating more than $20 mil-
lion in maintenance on 
decaying infrastructure and 
barely enough money to 
cover operating costs.

“I want to thank Com-
missioner Hunsinger for his 
12 years of service to the 
Port. It’s seen both good and 
bad,” McClaine said at the 
forum, which was held at 
the Bob Chisholm Commu-
nity Center and sponsored 
by Clatsop County Demo-
crats. “But I want to say that 
I think I bring a set of fresh 
eyes to the Port. I’ve been 
known for thinking outside 
the box.”

Hunsinger pointed to his 
experience with the Port, 
along with the fi shing and 
shipping industries, as giv-
ing him credibility. He has 
been the biggest critic of 
Port management and has 
said Port Executive Director 
Jim Knight should resign or 
be fi red.

“I’ve seen the Port at its 
very best, and I’ve seen the 
Port go a different direc-
tion,” he said. “The reason 
I’m running again is I’d like 

to turn things around.”
A volunteer committee of 

fi nancial professionals has 
recommended a more pro-
active Port management and 
the sale of multiple prop-
erties to help fi x decaying 
docks and keep the agency 
solvent.

Hunsinger at fi rst said he 
is totally opposed to sell-
ing public property to make 
up for managerial mistakes. 
But he later stated his will-
ingness to sell the Asto-
ria Regional Airport, which 
loses money operationally 
but brings in the vast major-
ity of the Port’s federal 
grants.

McClaine said the Port 
needs to study the fi nance 
committee’s recommen-
dations. Selling buildings, 
but not the land underneath, 
could be a good option, he 
said.

The Port recently shut 
down a causeway over the 
East Mooring Basin after 
an inspection by state engi-
neers found a signifi cantly 
rotted substructure, leaving 
several boat owners with-
out access to their vessels. 
Asked how they would bal-
ance safety with servicing 
customers, Hunsinger said 
the Port needs a more expe-

rienced grant writer to seek 
government support.

The Port Commis-
sion has long been beset 
by squabbling, much of it 
related to Hunsinger’s con-
stant criticism of the agen-
cy’s staff and Knight. Asked 
about making commis-
sion meetings more cor-
dial, Hunsinger started with 
a laugh in recognition of his 
self-appointed position as a 
whistleblower.

“You all know I am,” he 
said. “I don’t like watch-
ing public dollars be spent 
recklessly, throwing money 
away. And that’s what they 
do.”

The Port Commission 
should resemble a family, 
McClaine said, with unity 
in public and disagreements 
hashed out privately.

“Live debate is not 
good,” he said.

The Port’s largest source 
of revenue is from charges 
to log ships exporting tim-
ber for Astoria Forest Prod-
ucts, a business nearly 
halted by tariffs amid a trade 
war between the U.S. and 
China. McClaine credited 
Hunsinger’s role in attract-
ing a log exporter to Asto-
ria, but recommended the 
Port look beyond logs.

Port of Astoria candidates meet in election forum

Bill HunsingerScott McClaine

By EDWARD STRATTON
The Astorian

The May election for 
the Sunset Empire Trans-
portation District Board has 
drawn several new candi-
dates hoping to help guide 
the bus agency’s growth.

In Position 1, incumbent 
Tracy MacDonald, a retired 
paramedic, is facing Larry 
Taylor, a retired technology 
worker and former chair-
man of the Clatsop County 
Democrats.

MacDonald, 68, retired 
from Medix Ambulance 
Service, drove for Schwan’s 
Food Service and provided 
senior on-call transportation 
for Sunset Empire before 
joining the board four years 
ago.

As a driver for Schwan’s, 
MacDonald said, he wit-
nessed fi rsthand people 
without cars or too old to 
drive isolated in rural areas, 
an issue he hoped to help 
alleviate.

Taylor, 66, recently 
retired from the technol-
ogy sector, including a stint 
at Intel. He ran for Asto-
ria mayor in 2014, losing to 

Arline LaMear.
“The kinds of things that 

the board needs in terms of 
oversight and analysis is 
really similar to what I did at 
intel,” he said.

In Position 2, retired 911 
dispatcher Lylla Gaebel 
is facing Debbie Boothe-
Schmidt, a trial assistant 
with the Clatsop County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Offi ce and 
co-owner of Phog Bounders 
Antique Mall in Astoria.

Gaebel, 73, a former 
Clatsop County commis-
sioner and Warrenton city 
commissioner, has been 
on the transportation dis-
trict’s board about six of the 
past 10 years. Her goal is to 
ensure public transportation 
is available for seniors and 
low-income residents unable 
to drive, she said.

“As I’m growing older 

now, I know there’s going 
to come a day when I can’t 
drive anymore, and I want to 
make sure public transpor-
tation is there and available 
for me,” Gaebel said.

Boothe-Schmidt, 64, said 
she was looking for another 
volunteer opportunity for 
when she steps down as pres-
ident of the local American 
Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees 
union.

“When I started look-
ing at open positions, I 
was interested in rural law 
enforcement, but that’s a 
confl ict of interest with the 
DA’s offi ce,” she said. “I’d 
like to see more ridership on 
the buses … more commu-
nity outreach if possible.”

After temporarily facing 
the loss of nearly half his 
operating budget during the 

recent federal government 
shutdown, Jeff Hazen, the 
transit district’s executive 
director, is overseeing an 
expanding agency buffeted 
by a statewide payroll tax 
expected to provide an addi-
tional $1.4 million annually.

Candidates are hopeful 
the district can expand ser-
vice in rural areas, and that 
technology such as Wi-Fi on 
buses and online scheduling 
can entice more riders.

McDonald hopes to see 
more investment in on-de-
mand transportation, such as 
Dial-A-Ride, while focus-
ing on on-time arrivals and 
clean buses.

Sunset Empire recently 
experienced a signifi cant data 
loss that ultimately cost the 
agency more than $60,000. 
Taylor wants to focus on 
tightening the bus agency’s 
procedures to avoid such sit-
uations, while digging into 
metrics to see where it can 
best serve riders.

“I think that technology 
will defi nitely help,” Gaebel 
said of increasing ridership. 
“If we had Wi-Fi on the bus, 
I think that’s something peo-
ple would defi nitely like to 
have.”

Transit district races draw new blood
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 is changing its name to

 YOUR #1 SOURCE   FOR TIRES

 CUSTOM WHEELS • AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

 Same great service

 503-325-2861
 For emergencies

 503-325-0233

 35359 Business Hwy 101 
 (miles crossing)

 Astoria, OR

 Hours:
 Mon-Fri 8-6

 Sat- 8-4

 D EL ’S   O  .K . 

TIRES/WHEELS

Flooring  Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

CCB# 205283

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on  
our reputation

FLOORING

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

2311 N. Roosevelt Dr., Seaside, OR 97138 • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING 

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

FLOORING

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock
owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

CONSTRUCTION

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost � Mulch � Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

LANDSCAPING

BUSINESS

Directory


