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Gearhart firehouse survey favors High Point site

By R.J. MARX
Seaside Signal

The City Park will remain
a park in Gearhart.

A proposal that had
launched an emotionally
charged debate and divided
community members is off
the table as Mayor Matt
Brown formally took the site
off the list of potential fire-
house locations, in a process
designed to increase resil-
iency and safety in a Casca-
dia Subduction Zone earth-
quake and tsunami. The
current firchouse building,
constructed in 1958, is con-
sidered too limited to meet
the needs of modern fire-
fighters and at risk in the
case of an earthquake or
tsunami.

Of all 947 surveys
received, about 50% sup-
ported the High Point Sta-
tion at 1376 North Marion as
their No. 1 choice, followed
by 38.4% who selected
the current location at 670
Pacific Way in second place.

Only 11.5% of respon-
dents chose the Gearhart
Park Station as their first
choice.

“In trying to follow the
public’s guidance in what
they choose and don’t
choose, I'd like to make
a motion to take the park
off the table,” Brown said,
a motion  unanimously
approved by councilors Pau-
lina Cockrum, Reita Fack-
erell and Kerry Smith. Dan
Jesse was absent from the
meeting.

Gearhart Park, no longer a proposed site for a new firehouse in Gearhart.

Three-year history

After considering nine
locations, City Administra-
tor Chad Sweet said in a staff
report delivered at Wednes-
day’s City Council meet-
ing, the fire station com-
mittee recommended three
concepts and locations to
the public to help guide the
decision-making process.

In narrowing down sites,
members of the committee
relied on state geologic data
and scientific trends to pre-
pare for an L-1 or large tsu-

nami, which encompasses
95% of the possible flood
scenarios, consultant Tom
Horning of Horning Geo-
sciences said in an April 22
letter. A small scenario, the
M-1 or medium scenario,
would encompass only 79%
of the modeled wave scenar-
i0s, Horning said.

Lives at risk are pro-
portional to the number of
buildings flooded for each
scenario.

After a town hall in Jan-
uary, residents heard mer-

its and drawbacks of each
site. Audience members at
the time showed little stom-
ach to convert the park —
donated by Lesley Miller
as dedicated parkland in
1947 — into use for a public
safety building.

Following the town hall,
Gearhart voters and resi-
dents were invited to fill
out a survey ranking each
location.

Respondents ranked their
preferred locations and pro-
vided feedback on their
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choices. Along with their
preferred site, they were
asked if they were support-
ive of a bond to fund the
project, and if they favored
private donations to help
COVer Costs.

Those results were deliv-
ered Wednesday night.

Of the 947 total survey
responses, 78% supported a
new station, and 75.5% sup-
ported a bond to pay for con-
struction. Of respondents,
61.6% supported private
donations.

Work session,
negotiations

With the council’s deci-
sion to move forward, Sweet
scheduled a joint work ses-
sion with the fire station com-
mittee, advisers and govern-
ment agencies to begin due
diligence and review feed-
back. The fire station com-
mittee will meet May 14 to
bring results to the council
by month’s end.

While costs for each of
the two sites have yet to
be determined, Sweet said
there’s not going to be much
of a difference between the
two remaining locations —
up to $9 million for High
Point and “about the same
for the current location,”
because of land work needed
to be done and rebuilding of
public works buildings for a
temporary fire station during
construction. “The park out
of the three would have been
the least expensive if you
didn’t factor in the emotional
costs.”

Costs for a firchouse at
the park had been estimated
at $7 million.

Negotiations on the pos-
sible land acquisition of the
High Point site could be con-
cluded by Aug. 17, the date
necessary to place a measure
on the ballot in November,
Sweet said.

“The committee’s been at
this for three years,” fire sta-
tion committee member Tom
Thies added. “We’ve got
some real momentum going.
It would be really nice if we
could get it to the next step.
We’re moving right now.”

Public safety, personnel, capltal outlays drive Gearhart budget toward $2M

By R.J. MARX
Seaside Signal

The city of Gearhart pre-
sented and approved a first
reading of its proposed
2019-20 budget on Wednes-
day, May 1. Ordinance 919
allows the city to impose
taxes for the upcoming fis-
cal year, and is necessary to
receive tax revenues.

At $1.98 million, the bud-
get is about $22,000 more
than last year’s budget of
$1.958 million, an increase
of less than 1 percent.

Of general fund expenses,

the police and fire depart-
ments are the largest por-
tion, at about $503,000 for
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each department. Adminis-

trative personnel services,
materials and capital outlays

slightly exceed $400,000.
The city has about $250,000
in cash on hand.

Of resources, the city
anticipates receiving
$375,000 in transit room
tax, a number matching
last year’s figure. Build-
ing permit revenue is antic-
ipated to be slightly down,
from $212,000 to $200,000.
Building inspector fees are
budgeted at $128,000, a
reduction from last year’s
budgeted $155,000.

Marijuana tax revenue is
anticipated at $25,000. The
number is based on what the
city’s one retail dispensary

been paying monthly, City
Administrator Chad Sweet
said.

Total personnel services
exceed $1 million, up from
$945,000 in 2018-19. The
city’s tax rate is $1.0053 per
$1,000 of assessed value
for property owners within
Gearhart.

The council also
approved an ordinance to
receive state revenue shar-
ing, necessary to receive
tax revenues, amounting to
$25,000.

An ordinance impos-
ing taxes for the road dis-
trict was provided in the

approved budget. Road dis-
trict taxes total $33,000. The
city also approved cost of
living increases and incre-
mental raises for several
Gearhart employees.

“They’ve all done an
amazing job, and they
should have everything else
they get,” audience mem-
ber Wilson Mark said during
public comment.

Each ordinance will
receive a second reading at
the council’s special May
29 meeting, in order to meet
state deadlines requiring
budgets to be approved by
July 1.

Rental: Commission puts rental home on probation

Continued from Page Al

“It’s going to happen. It’s
not going to stop,” Wood-
man said. “I need help, and
I need you to back it up. If
I have to I will get the list
of 320 VRDs and I will go
door-to-door and I will get a
petition and get other people
to back me up when it comes
to VRD rules.”

The property in north Sea-
side was originally approved
as a vacation rental dwelling
in 2007, with a maximum
occupancy of nine people
over age three in the exist-
ing four-bedroom dwelling.

In a thick binder of com-
plaints, Woodman described
noxious  vegetation, an
unmowed lawn, noise, loud
music, barking dogs, “hot
tub shenanigans,” and “ver-
bal abuse” from vacation
rental guests.

Woodman, who has sent
her concerns to the Signal,
Gov. Kate Brown, State Sen.
Betty Johnson and Seaside
City Council members, said
when she asked visitors to
the vacation rental home to
be quiet, they ignored her,
used profanity and “even
mooned me.”

“I live next to there,”
Woodman said. “It’s a night-
mare. It’s zoned for nine
occupants. I count 10, 11,
12. Let these people be
responsible for what they’re
doing.”

In a letter to the Plan-
ning Commission, neighbor
Kristi Coulter said she had
experienced “loud, drunk,
hostile renters,” and a prob-
lem of outdoor parties in the
hot tub over many years.

“Quiet and peaceful
enjoyment of our home is no
longer possible,” she wrote.

But the Norlings, attor-

Home at 441 16th Avenue.

ney Christian Zupancic
and property manager Erin
Barker said owners have
responded to all complaints
in a timely manner.

Jon Norling said 95 per-
cent of the complaints
were parking complaints,
all of them rectified within
“a couple of hours” after
notification.

“It’s easy to make alle-
gations; it’s hard to sub-
stantiate them,” Kelly Nor-
ling said. “I would like to
remedy this. I’'m interested
in keeping the house as a
rental, and for use of our
family.”

Norling said she is pro-
active in sharing the home’s
rental rules, especially park-
ing limits, on listing sites,
via email to renters and
with posted notices on the
premises.”

“I remind them, this
is a big deal,” she said.
“You may not park on the
street. | barrage them with
warnings.”

“I’ve done my level best
to try to communicate with
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the neighbors, let them
know what my phone num-
ber is, let them know I’'m
responsive,” Barker added.
“I let them know if there’s
an issue I will deal with it.”

Norling said she and her
husband had received only
one complaint until 2015,
when Woodman moved next
door. All the complaints
have been since then, she
said, “primarily or solely
from her,” and are driven by
a “personal vendetta.”

Barker suggested Wood-
man has “a different level of
sensitivity to things.”

“She’s a hypersensitive
person, and I can appreciate
it,” Barker said. “I respect
that. Everybody has a differ-
ent level of sensitivity.”

In coming to a decision
to institute a permit proba-
tion period, Planning Com-
mission Chairman Chris
Hoth asked commissioners
to consider the “letter of the
law” and the “spirit of the
law.”

Rules are created to solve
these problems, he said,

“not to be draconian or to
punish.”

Hoth asked for a solution
“that’s fair for both parties.”

Commission  members
supported Planning Direc-
tor Kevin Cupples’ recom-
mendation of a probationary
period.

During that time, city
staff will track and log all
complaints received with a
written response. The own-
ers will be required to pro-
vide a rental log that indi-
cates the days the vacation
rental dwelling is rented,
and the number of occu-
pants staying in the home
during each rental period.

Conditions must be met
SO commissioners can mon-
itor the situation and “see
what’s going around there,
Hoth said.

If violations are docu-
mented, the owners could
be subject to a reduced
occupancy rate or revoca-
tion of their vacation dwell-
ing permit.

“We will of course con-
tinuing discussing the issue
of vacation rentals and rules
and their impact on the city,”
Hoth said.

A joint City Council and
Planning Commission work
session will be scheduled
after budget season, Cup-
ples added.
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Great Restaurants in:

GEARHART = SEASIDE

CANNON BEACH

Great

Excellence in family dining found
from a family that has been serving
the North Coast for the past 52 years

Breakfast,
but that’s
not all...

Seaside ¢ 323 Broadway e 738-7234 (Open 7 Days)
Cannon Beach ¢ 223 S. Hemlock 436-2851 (7am-3pm Daily)
Astoria » 146 W. Bond ¢ 325-3144

Great Great Homemade
lunch and pasta, Clam

dinner steaks & Chowder,
menu,too!  seafood! Salads!

oy

Phbne 503-738- 9678
1445 S. Roosevelt Drive * Seaside

MAZATILAN

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

=== Al #

BEST
BREAKFAST
IN TOWN!

WANNA KNOW WHERE THE -LOCALS GO?

* Breakfast [ ' LEY S appetite
* Lunch RESTAURANT & LOUNGE menu
e Dinner e Junior

Something for Everyone menu

Fish ‘n Chips e Burgers ® Seafood & Steak
Friday & Saturday - Prime Rib
Lounge Open Daily 9-Midnight

All Oregon Lottery products available

e Lighter

1104 S HoIIaday e 503-738-9701 » Open Daily at 8am




