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Budget: Set to continue pursuing the district’s top priorities and strategic plan

Continued from Page Al

Bess Gloria, Ryan Dewey
and A.J. Wahl.

The district’s strong begin-
ning general fund balance of
approximately $3.18 million
“has been anticipated,” Hill
said, adding the goal is to be
able to absorb increasing state
pension costs “without hav-
ing to make reductions.”

“The district does antic-
ipate that consistently over
the next 10 years, unless
something is done, the pub-
lic employee retirement sys-
tem rates will consistently
increase every biannual,”
Hill said.

Additionally, the budget
incorporates a 2.5% salary
increase for licensed, con-
fidential and administrative

employees and a 2.25 per-
cent salary increase for clas-
sified staff.

Strategic plan and
construction work

The proposed budget
reflects an approximately
3.6% increase over the

adopted 2018-19 budget of
about $21.4 million. Other
components of the district’s
overall budget include special
revenue funds, debt service
funds, capital project funds,
and trust and agency funds,
which are designated for spe-
cific purposes or functions.
During the 2019-20
school year, the district
plans to implement several
evidence-based  practices
to ensure students’ success,
Roley said. The goals they

Seaside High School

have set for the next five
year are that by June 2024,
all students K-12 will be on
track to graduate and be pre-
pared with a plan beyond
high school and will develop
the social and emotional
skills to be positive commu-
nity members.

Additions in the pro-

posed budget for next year
to support the strategic plan,
along with the district’s con-
struction project to move all
schools outside the tsunami
inundation zone, include:
The addition of a full-
time classroom teacher at
Broadway Middle School to
alleviate large classes sizes.

An increase in profes-
sional development funds
for both teachers and educa-
tional assistants.

Extra duty funds to sup-
port teacher team leaders
who will support classroom
practices.

An increase in executive
administration expenditures
to support the addition of
an assistant superintendent
to support both the strate-
gic plan and to provide over-
sight for the construction
project, both in 2019-20 and
the first half of 2020-21.

The district anticipates a
large portion of the general
obligation Bond funds will
be spent during the upcom-
ing fiscal year, as the con-
struction project continues
progressing. With the near

completion of the middle
and high school building,
the district will now tackle
construction of the new ele-
mentary school gymnasium;
seismic improvements and
updating Seaside Heights
Elementary School; com-
pletion of most site work,
including road construction;
and a variety of processes in
preparation for moving in
August 2020.

The budget committee
will meet again May 21, the
target date for approval by
the budget committee. On
June 18, the district will hold
a public hearing on the bud-
get as approved by the bud-
get committee and enact res-
olutions to adopt the budget,
make appropriations, and
declare the tax levy.

Housing: Federal lawmaker seeks remedies for Clatsop County’s housing woes
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rural Oregon, adding value
to forest projects and jobs.
“It really gives structural
stability to the rural econ-
omy,” she said.

Balensifer said cities
should consider alternatives
to traditional single-family
dwellings, such as cottage
clusters or tiny homes.

He sought more flexibil-
ity in the defining of wet-
lands, with a proposed rat-
ing system that could permit
development on less criti-
cal lands. “There are a lot of
wetlands in the city of War-
renton that are not high qual-
ity wetlands. They’re cow
pastures.”

A more streamlined pro-
cess could speed develop-
ments that can take years.

Others session partici-
pants sought incentives for
developers, fee waivers or
reduced system develop-

— A
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U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici and Warrenton Mayor Henry

Balensifer.

HOUSING AT A GLANCE

In Clatsop County, someone making min wage would have
to work 65 hours a week to afford a one-bedroom apart-
ment, Suzanne Bonamici said at the listening session.

A family needing three bedrooms would need an income of
more than $51,000 per year, or $25 an hour.

ment charges.
Evans, whose Helping
Hands served more than

1,300 people last year, said
his organization was unable
to secure access to federal

funding, despite the grow-
ing need. “We have a grow-
ing need with no access to
funding,” he said. “None
whatsoever. We bark, we
cry, we beg, we do all those
things — but we still can’t
meet the need. Our referrals
exceed what we’re capable
of providing.”

The listening session was
part of a series of six discus-
sions on the housing crisis in
Northwest Oregon.

Bonamici anticipates
legislation in  Congress
designed to create 3 million
“deeply affordable homes”
across the country. Other
potential tools include hous-
ing vouchers; low-income
tax-credits or raising the
minimum wage.

Bonamici said there’s a
political will on both sides
of'the aisle. “People in com-
munities across the coun-
try are experiencing this,
it’s not red or blue, urban/

Write On: Authors share insight into literary process
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participated in the writ-
ers extravaganza during
the fundraiser hail from
across the Pacific North-
west, including the Long
Beach Peninsula, Gearhart,
Nehalem and in between.
Throughout the evening, the
writers read excerpts of orig-
inal work while guests bid
on the opportunity to name
various story characters.
Winning bidders also were
to receive a printed copy of
the book featuring every-
one’s work.

James A. Tweedie, who
read an excerpt from his work
“Just Looking,” has writ-
ten 10 books across various
genres, including poetry, the-
ology, and a series featuring a
private eye set in Manhattan.
His latest collection of sto-
ries, “Long Beach Short Sto-
ries: Possibly Untrue Tales
from the Pacific Northwest,”
is set on the Long Beach Pen-
insula, where he’s resided for
about 10 years.

“All of that is derived
from my experiences there
and stories [ heard from
other people who live there,”
he said.

Tweedie worked in a
public library for six years
and was accepted for grad-
uate school in library sci-
ence, before life took a dif-
ferent route. However, his
mother was a librarian and
he also worked with his wife
at a library before they were
married, which caused him
to have a long-lasting “love
affair with libraries and an
appreciation for them.” The
story he read at the fund-
raiser was based on an event
he experienced when work-
ing at the library, but he set
the plot in Seaside.

Other authors who pre-
sented during the evening
and their work include:

 Andy Barker, “A Precar-
ious Nest”

* Bruce Bushing, “Used
Books”

e Tom Lackaff, “Teach-
able Moment”

. Pamela Mattson
McDonald, “The Substitute”

e Dayle Nelson, “What
Sets Us Free”

» Kay Stoltz, “Between
the Pages”

« Kayleigh Armstrong,

“Something Purple”

In addition to the writers
extravaganza, the event also
featured a live auction and
paddle bid for donated items,
including six little free librar-
ies, designed for individu-
als and businesses to use as
small-scale book exchanges
for the public. The librar-
ies, created by local crafts-
men, came in a variety of
shapes and styles, such as a
rendition of the Terrible Tilly
Lighthouse perched atop the
rock, a Bavarian Haus, and
a DIY library with materi-
als and instructions to put it

together.
Nettie-Lee Calog, the
Warrenton Community

Library site manager, also
was recognized for her
work in the community and
advancing the institution.
Calog, who is retiring at the
end of 2019, helped estab-
lish the nonprofit Libraries
ROCC program--a collabo-
ration between the three pub-
lic libraries, five school dis-
tricts, corporate Sponsors,
and the local communities.

The organization’s
mission is to bridge the
gaps between funded and
unfunded youth services
in rural areas by placing a
library card in the hands of
every child who wants one;
providing courier services
between the schools and
libraries for library materi-
als; and to support the annual
countywide summer reading
program. Since being estab-
lish in 2009, the outreach
program has served about
2,900 students

“Because of this effort,
kids that are now in high
school have had a library
card for the entire time
they’ve been in school,”
Astoria  Library Director
Jimmy Pearson said. “What
a powerful message we send,
when we talk about liter-
acy for children, when we
give them books that open
their minds by opening their
access to reading.”

Eight local authors shared
their work and insight into
the literary process in a writ-
ers extravaganza during a
community event to raise
money to support library ser-
vices and programs in Sea-
side and the surrounding
area.

The third annual Write On
Seaside!, a fundraiser for the
Seaside Public Library Foun-
dation and Libraries Rural
Outreach in Clatsop County
(ROCC), was held April 14
at the Seaside Civic and Con-
vention Center.

“Libraries are one of the
last places on the planet where
you can get things for free,”

Great Restaurants in:

said Melissa Eskue-Ous-
ley, chair of the foundation’s
board. She referenced sev-
eral of Seaside’s services and
programs, such as checking
out books, DVDs and audio
books; attending storytime
and Teen Tuesday, featuring a
slate of engaging projects for
youth; and using computers
and accessing the Internet.

GEARHART = SEASIDE

CANNON BEACH

Excellence in family dining found
from a family that has been serving
the North Coast for the past 52 years

suburban. It’s an issue
everywhere.”
“Government 1isn’t the

answer to all things, but there
truly is a role, and national
policies and resources are

going to be a vital part of
addressing this crisis,” she
added. “State, local, federal,
public, private, nonprofit —
everyone’s going to need to
be working together.”

CONSTRUCTION

BoB MCEwAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

ExcAVATION * UNDERGROUND UTIITIES
RoAD WORK * FiLL MATERIAL

SITE PREPARATION °*
OWNED AND OPERATED BY MIKE AND CELINE MCEWAN

503-738-3569

34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR
P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

SERVING THE PAcIFIc NORTHWEST SINCE 1956 - CC48302

Rock

LANDSCAPING
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Laurelwood Compost ® Mulch ¢ Planting MacMix

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF

Laurelwood Farm

Soil Amendments

(no Scotch Broom)

503-717-1454

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

FLOORING

Randall Lee’s

Flooring America.

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper, %s@'j Oy

Counter Tops, All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

2311 N. Roosevelt Dr., Seaside, OR 97138  503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com * www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

0/ FINANCING
0% " AvalLaBLE

Outlet/

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet * 3579 Hwy [0 Gearhart * 503-738-6756

Warehouse pricing * Open to the Public * Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants * In House Binding

TIRES/WHEELS

‘; DEL s O.K.
W2 FACTORY
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DEL’S O.K.
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TIRE and AUTO SERVICE

Great Great Great Homemade
Breakfast, , lunch and pasta, Clam
but that’s dinner steaks & Chowder,

not all... menu,too!  seafood! Salads!

Seaside ¢ 323 Broadway e 738-7234 (Open 7 Days)
Cannon Beach ¢ 223 S. Hemlock 436-2851 (7am-3pm Daily)
Astoria ° 146 W. Bond © 325-3144

Same great service

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES
CUSTOM WHEELS * AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

35359 Business Hwy 101
(miles crossing)
Astoria, OR

503-325-2861

For emergencies
503-325-0233

FLOORING

MAZATLAN

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

= gl

Phone 503-738- 9678
1445 S. Roosevelt Drive = Seaside

WANNA KNOW WHERE THE LOC

ALS GO?

e |ighter
e Breakfast appetite
* Lunch RESTAURANT & LOUNGE meny
e Dinner e Junior

Something for Everyone menu

Fish ‘n Chips e Burgers e Seafood & Steak
Friday & Saturday - Prime Rib

BRERRFAST
IN TOWN! Lounge Open Daily 9-Midnight
= All Oregon Lottery products available
1104 S HoIIaday . 503 738 9701 e Open Daily at 8am

CCB# 205283

D i 4

Carpet Corner

Flooring <=~ Installation
o = w0 o

COREtec

the Original

Luxury vinyl planks and tile.

you walk on
our repurahon

3470 Hwy 101 Suﬂe 102 ® Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 e carpetcornergearhart.com

REAL ESTATE

Seaside Real Estate, LLC.

Clatsop’s Newest Realtor

e Residential, Land & Re-Development
e Dual Licensing CO & OR
¢ MSL Member

Paul Hands

Buyer Broker

«) 970.846.9783
« aphands@gmail.com




