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BANKS TOPS SEASIDE IN THE FOG BOWL, 31-20

SEASIDE SPORTS SUPERFANS

Championship bid ends in 
Hillsboro at hands of Braves

By Gary Henley

Seaside Signal

H
ILLSBORO — A pair of Blakes beats one 
Alexander. At least that’s how it played out 
Saturday, Nov. 24, in Hillsboro.

Seaside’s great Alexander Teubner rushed 
for 211 yards and three touchdowns, but Banks answered 
with Blake Gobel and Blake Markham, who combined for 
334 all-purpose yards and three scores of their own, lead-
ing the Braves to a 31-20 win over the Gulls in the 4A state 
championship football game.

“Our kids rallied, never gave up, never quit, and still had an 
opportunity,” said Seaside coach Jeff Roberts, whose team lost 
for just the second time all year. “But it stings. It stings a lot.”

Sometimes history is kindest to the one who waits the 
longest, and the Banks Braves have certainly done their 
share of waiting for a football title. Teubner was Seaside’s 
Player of the Game, as the senior ran his astounding sin-
gle-season total to 2,420 yards rushing and 44 touchdowns. 
But Teubner was held in check for the most part in the sec-
ond half, when the Braves asserted their strength.

“(Teubner) is a great athlete and runs the ball well, but 
we have a ton of athletes on defense that can make plays,” 
Linehan said. “He’s had such an unbelievable year, and 
Seaside is such a great team — we’ve had some battles 
with them the last three times we’ve played. I have a lot of 
respect for those guys.”

And the Gulls had to be feeling pretty good about how 
Saturday’s game was progressing in the second quarter. 
For about five minutes, anyway.

Teubner had given Seaside a 14-7 lead following a 20-
yard touchdown run with 4:54 left in the first half.

But moments later, Banks junior Jarred Evans was 
sprinting through Seaside’s kickoff coverage team for an 
80-yard return that tied the game, 14-14.

The Gulls had three turnovers in the first half, and the 
special teams breakdown made it a much closer game than 
it should have been.

“You can’t turn the ball over three or four times, and 
you can’t give up a kickoff return,” Roberts said. “We 
didn’t wrap up at times, but at the same time we made 
plays when we needed to. You just can’t turn the ball over 
against a good team. That’s not casting blame on anyone, 
it’s just pretty basic football.”

Banks received the kickoff to start the second half, and 
the Braves came out and set the tone for the third period.

On their first series of the second half, the Braves drove 
53 yards in nine plays, with Gobel catching a 29-yard TD 
toss from Hayden Vandehey for a 21-14 lead.

After forcing a Seaside punt, the Braves sent their of-
fense back on the field, and they proceeded to hold the 
ball for six minutes and nine seconds, finishing an 11-play 
drive with a 26-yard field goal by Jacob Slifka, pushing 
their lead to 24-14.

Teubner scored on a 5-yard touchdown run with 8:36 
left in the third quarter, bringing Seaside to within 24-20, 
but the Braves answered again with a six-play, 75-yard 
march, capped by Markham’s 38-yard, tackle-breaking 
touchdown run to make it 31-20.

The Braves intercepted a Payton Westerholm pass with 
5:35 left, but Vandehey returned the favor by throwing an 
interception to Seaside’s Gio Ramirez, giving the Gulls 
hope.

Seaside eventually gave it back, with a lost fumble on 
a fourth-down play with 1:33 left, representing the fifth 
turnover.

“We always talk about protecting the football, and go-
ing into this game it’s all about who protects the ball,” 
Linehan said. “We stuffed them a lot more offensively the 
first time around, but we made a couple adjustments as 
well, and they paid off.”

Gobel said a little halftime pep talk from the coach had 
the Braves fired up for the second half.

“Linehan took us in at halftime and he got us going,” 
he said. “He got our linebackers and defensive line going. 
We know how to beat them. We’ve done it in the past. We 
stopped Teubner, and we figured it out in the second half, 
for sure. We got the ‘dub,’ and that’s all that matters.”

Seaside had 298 yards rushing on 49 carries, while Van-
dehey was 15-of-22 passing for 194 yards for the Braves, 
who had 364 yards in total offense.

Seaside led in first downs (18 to 15) and time of posses-
sion, but the five turnovers were the difference.

They’re not used to losing championship games at Sea-
side, so there were naturally lots of tears on the Gulls’ end 
of the field following the game.

Roberts kept things positive in his postgame talk to the 
fans and players.

“We’ve turned this program around,” he said of Seaside 
football. “The expectation is for them to be good people. 
To do the right thing, to be men of character, men of class, 
men of commitment, and that leads to the product on the 
field. And that’s what I told them. I’m super proud of them. 
It’s the best season we’ve had in 25 years.”

To borrow one of their oft-used phrases: “It’s still a 
great day to be a Gull.”

The Gulls have won five state championships in three 
different sports since the spring of 2014, and will be heav-
ily favored to win their third straight boys basketball title 
in March.

“It’s huge for the community,” said Roberts, coaching 
in his last game. He will turn the keys over to assistant 
coach Aaron Tanabe next season. “You should have seen 
the bus ride out of town. The streets were lined with peo-
ple. It was an opportunity for this town to come together 
and rally behind something.

“Basketball’s on the horizon, and it’s not just about Sea-
side football. It’s about the Seaside community, and to see 
the fans out in droves tonight is worth everything to me.

“I’ll have fond memories forever,” he said. “The pro-
gram’s in good hands. Aaron is going to do a fantastic job. 
We’ll be back.”
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Alexander Teubner looks for running room. 

Players after an emotional championship loss to Banks. 
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AGAINST A GOOD TEAM.’

Seaside coach Jeff Roberts

Seeking extra yardage against Banks.
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