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Seaside schools 
prepare with 
earthquake drill

By Brenna Visser

Seaside Signal

As everyone at Seaside 
High School waited for the 
Great Oregon ShakeOut drill 
to begin, biology teacher Su-
zanna Kruger went over some 
earthquake preparedness ba-
sics. 

“When you feel shaking 
and you drop, you also need 
to?” Kruger asked, leaving 
her zoology students to fill in 
the rest. 

“Cover the back of your 
head,” the students said in 
unison. 

“And when you are under 
the table, what do you need to 
do?” Kruger asked again. 

“Hold on to it,” the class 
said back. “In case the table 
moves.” 

At 10:19 a.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 19, Kruger and her stu-
dents dived under and clutched 
on as the warning announce-
ment came over the loudspeak-
er. Seaside School District is 
one of 580,000 organizations 
registered for the 2017 Great 
Oregon ShakeOut, a world-
wide event that encourages par-
ticipants to practice earthquake 
preparedness techniques. 

This is the second year 
schools in Seaside — vulner-
able to the Cascadia Subduc-
tion Zone — have performed 
the drill. Like last year, the 
drill was also supposed to be 
paired with a tsunami evacua-
tion route walk, but was can-
celed due to safety concerns 
associated with rainy weather 
and high wind warnings.

“As one of the four schools 
in Oregon within the inunda-
tion zone, it is critical to be 
prepared. Failing to prepare is 
preparing for failure,” Seaside 
High School Principal Jeff 
Roberts said. “While we hope 
there’s not an event like this, 
we want to know students can 
respond appropriately.” 

One of the main concerns 

in Seaside is whether certain 
roads and bridges that lead 
people to higher ground will 
be intact in the event of a 
major earthquake and tsuna-
mi. But from Roberts’ point 
of view, the school district is 
doing all that it can to be pre-
pared.

“We can’t change infra-
structure issues. We can’t re-
build bridges. All we can do is 
educate and prepare our kids 
to know how to respond,” he 
said. “The best thing we can 
do is move the kids out of 
danger to the new school site, 
which doesn’t change how we 
prepare, but is overall a better 
plan.” 

For Kruger, knowing a 
new school campus out of the 
inundation zone is on its way 
is a major source of relief as 
a teacher. 

“We are prepared, but no 

matter what we do it is go-
ing to be chaotic getting that 
many kids to safety,” she said. 

Kruger has taught for Sea-
side School District since 
2003. She said a day hasn’t 
passed where she hasn’t con-
sidered how a seismic event 
would affect her and her two 
daughters. 

When she goes to bed, she 
takes mental notes of where 
she leaves her glasses and 
her shoes in case she needs to 
evacuate in the middle of the 
night. She thinks about how 
she would connect with her 
daughters if a disaster hap-
pened while they were sepa-
rated.

“Thinking about these 
things is half the reason I 
run — to prepare,” she said, 
laughing. 

When Kruger is teaching 
her students how to prepare 

for a seismic event, she thinks 
of her own children and what 
she would want them to know. 

“All of these kids are 
someone else’s beloved 
child,” Kruger said. “I just 
hope to communicate what 
they need to know to be safe.” 

The drill itself was rel-
atively lighthearted in the 
classroom. Students giggled 
to fill the silence as they had 
to scrunch together under 
their small tables. 

But Kruger said her stu-
dents know what is at stake. 

“There was a lot of dis-
cussion about disasters when 
the school was trying to pass 
a bond for the new campus,” 
Kruger said. “Some students 
came out of that as a little 
fatalistic — if it’s going to 
happen, it’s going to happen. 
But there’s another strand, 
like the ASB (Associated Stu-
dent Body) students who re-
ally energized the effort to do 
this drill. A lot of them were 
thinking of their younger sib-
lings at school in the inunda-
tion zone. They were thinking 
about keeping them safe.” 

Drop, cover and hold on
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Students take shelter under a table at Seaside High School during an earthquake drill.

‘All we can do is educate and prepare 
our kids to know how to respond.’

Seaside High School Principal Jeff Roberts

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock
owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

LANDSCAPING

Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756
Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

2311 N. Roosevelt Dr., Seaside, OR 97138 • 503-738-5729
rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

Window Treatments, Fabric, Designer Wallpaper,

Counter Tops,  All Flooring and Miele Vacuums

Randall Lee’s
FINANCING 

AVAILABLE0%

Visit Our
Outlet!

CONSTRUCTION

Flooring  Installation  Carpet Cleaning

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

you w
alk on 

our reputation

CCB# 205283

FLOORING

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES

CUSTOM WHEELS · AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6

Sat- 8-4

503-325-2861
For emergencies

503-325-0233

35359 Business  
Hwy 101 

(Miles Crossing)
Astoria, OR

DEL’S O.K. TIRE

Same great service

TIRES/WHEELS

503-738-9003

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CCB# 201010 • Reg.# 977689-99

Seaside, Oregon • www.CoastalAlarm.net  • info@CoastalAlarm.net

Residential & Commercial: Burglary & Fire Protection, Video 
Surveillance, Central Station Monitoring, Remote Arm/Disarm

SECURITY

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

FLOORING

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!

bstewart@dailyastorian.com

Call
BRANDY STEWART
503-791-7769

ADVERTISING

YOUR AD HERE!

ONLY $25

Our Business Directory is an inexpensive 
way for your business to advertise with us!

to discuss new and exicting ways to 
promote your business on the North Coast

Cal
lBrandy Stewart
503-791-7769

Member FDIC    Equal Htusing Lender

We take time to understand your business needs, so we can help solve them.  

Nt twt businesses are alike. St cttkie cutter ltans wtn’t cut it. At Ctlumbia Bank, we  

wtrk cltsely with ytu frtm the beginning tf the ltan prtcess tt make sure we’re setting  

ytu up with the right ltan tt reach ytur unique business gtals. Which means we  

dt stmething tther banks dtn’t always dt—listen. Visit ColumbiaBank.com.

WE START
BY LENDING
AN EAR.


