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Christmas trees that are fes-
tively decorated by local busi-
nesses, designers, florists and 
other north coast residents, 
Russell said. 

Collectively, the trees cre-
ate a holiday wonderland that 
serves as the inspiring setting 
for both the community open 
house and the following gala 
dinner and auction. 

Some of the approximate-
ly 20 trees will be designed 
by Festival of Trees veterans 
who look forward to par-
ticipating every year. New 
groups also are partaking in 
the festivities. 

This year, local law en-
forcement agencies are using 
the festival as an opportunity 
to honor the memory of for-
mer Seaside Police Sgt. Jason 
Goodding, who died in the 
line of duty in February. The 
Seaside, Astoria, Warrenton, 
Gearhart and Cannon Beach 
police departments, along 
with the Clatsop County 
Sherriff’s Office, are “pooling 
their energy together to come 
up with a memorial tree,” ac-
cording to Russell.

The tree will have a police 
theme and be auctioned off 

with “experiential items,” she 
said. Russell has not seen the 
list yet but it might include 
items such as a ride-along or a 
trip to the shooting range with 
an officer.

“They’re going to come 
up with these experiences that 
kind of get the police officers 
face-to-face with the commu-
nity,” Russell said. “So we’ll 
have what I’m calling ‘price-
less experiences’ that aren’t 
something you can go out and 
buy — something very spe-
cial.”

The proceeds from that 
tree alone will go into a spe-
cial fund that will be used to 
memorialize Goodding in 
some way when the hospi-
tal’s emergency department is 
remodeled. Nothing specific 
has been determined, Russell 
said.

All other funds from this 
year’s festival will go toward 
the purchase of new three-di-
mensional tomosynthesis im-
aging equipment, the latest 
state-of-the-art mammogra-
phy technology, which helps 
with early cancer detection 
and mitigates false positive 
results. There currently is not 
a similar machine on the north 
coast in Oregon, Russell said, 

and patients must drive to 
Portland or other larger cities. 
The equipment’s estimated 
cost is $400,000.

Purchasing the machine 
is the foundation’s yearlong 
goal, and they have accumu-
lated more than $250,000 
from other fundraising efforts 
and personal donations this 
year. 

“Festival of Trees is go-
ing to be a good add-on to 
that,” Russell said, adding 
she feels fortunate her job 
includes working with a 
“very generous, remarkable 
community.”

“I get paid to work with the 
most generous people,” she 
added. “Everyone is so giv-
ing, caring and compassionate 
when it comes to healthcare 
and what we do.”

Grand gala 
activities

The trees and their ac-
companying goodies will 
be auctioned off, along with 
signature artwork by Paula 
Blackwell, during the ele-
gant evening gala. The event 
— which gives north coast 
residents the uncommon op-
portunity to don their holi-

day finery to celebrate the 
holidays with community, 
Russell said — also includes 
a silent auction for donated 
items, as well as wreaths 
and 3-foot trees decorated 
by hospital staff members. 
Attendees also can enter a 
drawing for a week-long 
stay at an estate in Ireland. 

The Festival of Trees is 
Providence Seaside Hospital 
Foundation’s largest fund-
raiser of the year. During the 
past 18 years, the event has 
raised more than $1.3 mil-
lion to benefit a variety of 
community health services 
and programs provided by 
the hospital. 

The open house runs from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 3. It is free to the pub-
lic.

Doors open for the gala 
dinner and auction — also at 
the convention center — at 
5:30 p.m. The cost is $100 per 
guest and tickets should be 
reserved by Dec. 1. For more 
information about the event or 
to reserve a seat for the gala, 
contact Russell at 503-717-
7604 or email veronica.rus-
sell@providence.org.
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Festival of Trees returns to the convention center.

Buying tree supports 
restoration goals

By Lyra Fontaine

Seaside Signal

Dreaming of a “green” 
Christmas? The North Coast 
Land Conservancy is selling 
trees from Boneyard Ridge 
Habitat Reserve 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Dec. 4.

“The trees look really 
beautiful,” the conservancy’s 
Stewardship Director Melis-
sa Reich said. “It will be a 
cool opportunity for people 
who want to feel good about 
where their trees come from 
this holiday season.”

The trees will be from a 

stand of young firs that the 
conservancy is thinning to 
create a healthy forest on 
Boneyard Ridge. The prop-
erty, acquired by the con-
servancy in July, is a former 
commercial tree farm.

“They planted to max-
imize timber production,” 
Reich said. “Our goal is to 
create an old-growth forest 
in the future. We need to thin 
the trees down so that they 
will grow faster and not com-
pete with each other.”

After the holidays, the 
conservancy requests that 
people return their Bone-
yard Ridge trees to the Circle 
Creek Conservation Cen-
ter. The returned trees will 
be placed in waterways at 

Boneyard Ridge or Circle 
Creek, where they will serve 
as refuge for juvenile coho 
salmon and contribute to the 
food chain for coho and other 
wildlife. 

“We’re doing large-scale 
restoration on Circle Creek so 
we can add them to the creek 
or some of the off-channel 
wetlands,” Reich said. “It 
helps create more structure 
and shade, and the nutrients 
break down. It’s good for 
amphibians and fish.”

The conservancy requests 
a donation of $100 for each 
tree. These donations and the 
trees’ eventual use as habitat 
will help support the conser-
vancy’s restoration work.

Trees will be sold at the 

conservancy’s Circle Creek 
Conservation Center in Sea-
side. Most trees are noble 
firs, about 5 feet tall or high-
er, with sturdy branches and 
an airy structure. Some grand 
firs may be available. Trees 
will be freshly cut the previ-
ous day, and it is encouraged 
to come early for the best se-
lection.

Circle Creek Conserva-
tion Center is at the end of 
Rippet Road in Seaside, on 
the west side of U.S. 101, 
one-seventh of a mile north 
of the junction with U.S. 26. 
Follow the road west and 
north a short distance, pass-
ing a gravel quarry on your 
left, to where it ends at the 
big barn.

Land conservancy to hold one-day tree sale
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Conservationists acquired Boneyard Ridge on Tillamook 

Head in July. 

Providence Festival of Trees

Join us for the 19th annual

Seaside Civic and Convention Center
415 First Ave., Seaside, OR 97138

For reservations or more information,
please call 503-717-7601 or visit
www.ProvidenceFestivalOfTrees.org/Seaside

Providence Seaside Hospital Foundation invites you
to ring in the holiday season!

Saturday Dec. 3
Community open house featuring Santa Claus
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Free admission

Beautiful trees and Candy Cane Lane
festivities for kids!

Gala Dinner and Auction
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Tickets: $100 per guest; $1,000 for table of 10

Proceeds benefi t programs and
services supported by

Seaside
Hospital Foundation
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