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But the campground 
remains closed for 
the winter season

By Erick Bengel

EO Media Group

The campground at Saddle 
Mountain State Natural Area 
will remain closed through 
the winter, but the vehicle 
road leading up to it reopened 
Tuesday after a brief closure 
that caused outcry among hik-
ers.

The state parks department 
recently closed the gate be-
tween the U.S. Highway 26 
entrance and the day-use area. 
Drivers could park outside the 
gate, but hikers and hunters 
had to walk an additional cou-
ple of miles to reach the Sad-
dle Mountain trail.

Ben Cox, park manager of 
the Nehalem Bay Manage-
ment Unit — which oversees 
Saddle Mountain and other 
parks and recreation sites — 
said he closed the road out 
of concern for visitors’ safety 
after the mid-October storms 
ripped through the North 
Coast and knocked down 
trees at the park.

Craig Hurst, a ranger as-
sistant with Oregon State 
Parks said that, in winter, “we 
get a lot of trees come down 
up there, so if a large tree 
comes down and somebody’s 

on the other side of that tree, 
they’re pretty much going to 
be stuck.”

Cox planned to close the 
road for the entire season, 
but he said he did not know 
the Saddle Mountain trail is 
a popular destination in the 
winter, so he changed course.

“I just didn’t realize the 
outcry this would cause,” Cox 
said.

The department decided 
to revert to standard winter 
operations: The campground 
and restrooms are closed, but 
the road and parking lot will 
be open.

“This is the best compro-
mise that we could come up 
with,” he said.

Cox said drivers in the 
winter should be careful on 
the Saddle Mountain road, 

which can become icy. They 
should also be mindful that, 
“during storm activity, that 
road’s a great candidate for 
trees to come down,” he said.

Meanwhile, because of 
the seasonal weather, the 
short-staffed Nehalem Bay 
Management Unit will not be 
working on the trail, which 
can get washed out and be-
come unstable.

“It’s not practical or realis-
tic to try to do a trail repair or 
maintenance during the win-
ter up there,” Cox said.

Elated hiker
Pete Gimre, owner of 

Gimre’s Shoes in Astoria, has 
hiked the Saddle Mountain 
trail every month since April 
2003.

On Saturday, he hiked the 
extra 2 miles to the park, then 
took the trail to the summit, 
keeping his streak alive: 163 
straight months.

When he learned the road 
would no longer be blocked, 
Gimre said, “That is fantastic 
news.”

“There’s literally thou-
sands of people I see up there 
over the course of time that 
encompasses 12 months of 
the year,” he said.

Gimre saw many hikers 
this weekend who, as he did, 
walked the additional length 
to the trailhead. But he won-
ders how many chose to turn 
around instead.

Saddle Mountain road reopens after storms

Monday, Nov. 14
Seaside City Council, 7 p.m., 
City Hall, 989 Broadway. 

Tuesday, Nov. 15
Sunset Empire Parks and 
Rec District, 4 p.m., 1225 Ave. 
A, Seaside.

Seaside Planning Commis-
sion, 7 p.m., City Hall, 989 
Broadway.

Wednesday, Nov. 16
Seaside Tourism Advisory 
Commission, 3 p.m., City Hall, 
989 Broadway.

Thursday, Nov. 17
Seaside Tree Board, 4 p.m., 
City Hall, 989 Broadway.

Seaside Transportation Ad-
visory Commission, 6 p.m., 
City Hall, 989 Broadway.

Tuesday, Nov. 22
Seaside Airport Advisory 
Committee, 6 p.m., at the 
Seaside Airport.

Monday, Nov. 28
Seaside City Council, 7 p.m., 
City Hall, 989 Broadway.

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Seaside Community Center 
Commission, 10 a.m., 1225 
Avenue A.

Seaside Planning Commis-
sion, 7 p.m., City Hall, 989 
Broadway.

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Seaside Improvement Com-
mission, 7 p.m., City Hall, 989 
Broadway. 

Gearhart City Council, 7 
p.m., City Hall, 698 Pacific Way. 

Thursday, Dec. 8
Seaside Convention Center 
Commission, 10 a.m., 1225 
Avenue A.

Gearhart Planning Com-
mission, 6 p.m., City Hall, 698 
Pacific Way.

Monday, Dec. 12
Seaside City Council, 7 p.m., 
City Hall, 989 Broadway.

Thursday, Dec. 15
Seaside Transportation 
Advisory Commission, 6 
p.m., City Hall

Still too early for 
damage estimates

By R.J. Marx

Seaside Signal

The Manzanita Visitors 
Center’s Manager Dan Haag 
came to Seaside to give an up-
date on Manzanita’s tornado 
recovery efforts.

The Oct. 14 event tore 
through downtown Manzanita 
before striking U.S. Highway 
101. 

“It could have been a lot 
worse,” Haag told members of 
Seaside’s Chamber of Com-
merce at its Friday breakfast. 
“From what you’ve seen and 
heard on the news, obviously 
some serious damage. Luck-
ily it happened when no one 
was around and a lot of those 
houses were unoccupied.”

According to Haag, 128 
different buildings were dam-
aged and six businesses sus-
tained damages. “The cleanup 
has progressed really well,” 
Haag said. “Ninety-seven, 98 
percent of our merchants are 
open for business. Lots of 
trees are down — that’s going 
to take some getting used to. 
But if you came down and you 
saw the damage immediately 
after the tornado, you’ll see 
the difference is amazing.”

Estimating 
damages

At a special Manzanita 
City Council meeting Oct. 21, 
officials estimated they had 
spent about $35,000 clearing 
debris from city rights-of-
way. 

The decision was made to 
wait and see how much debris 
remains after a few weeks be-
fore possibly making damage 
estimates, according to Man-
zanita Administrative Assis-
tant Kristin Grasseth.

“We’re trying to find what 
insurance is doing and who’s 
doing what,” she said Friday. 

“What we’re coming to find is 
that there’s more homes with 
damage that wasn’t visible.”

Doors not being able 
to shut are indications that 
“something shifted,” Grasseth 
said. “Some people are not 
even aware there is damage to 
their homes.”

Engineers are being called 
in to examine homes in the 
tornado’s path. 

Grasseth described one 
property on cinder blocks that 
shifted 19 inches. 

“That house is coming 
down,” she said. “Those are 
the things we’re up against 
right now.”

On Friday, Laneda Avenue 
was closed throughout the 
day from Third Street North 
to Fourth Street North so that 
a contractor could remove 
the roof from the damaged 
building across from the post 
office. 

The Manzanita City Coun-
cil meeting on Nov. 9 will 
provide an update and “we’ll 
see where things are at,” 
Grasseth said. 

Shop Manzanita
Haag invited Seaside 

chamber members to show 
their gratitude to first re-
sponders, utility workers, city 
employees and local contrac-
tors, among others, at a break-
fast held Saturday at the Pine 
Grove Community House in 
Manzanita. 

“We’re very fortunate,” 
Haag said. “We have a very 
well-oiled, well-prepared 
emergency response team. 

Everybody jumped right into 
action.

The best way to help with 
the recovery, he added, is to 
come to Manzanita.

“Come visit your favorite 
shop, have a meal at your fa-
vorite restaurant, say ‘Hi’ to 
your local merchants,” Haag 
said. “They’ll love you for it.

Tornado aftermath: Manzanita 
rebuilds, honors responders
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Red markings indicate damage to homes in Manzanita. 
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The Astoria Bridge and Saddle Mountain as seen from Wash-

ington state earlier this year.

Tornado relief
Send donations to 
Fulcrum Community 
Resources/Manzanita 
Tornado Relief, PO Box 
44, Manzanita 97130 
or visit the Manzanita 
Tornado Relief Face-
book page. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS

‘We get a lot of trees come down up 

there, so if a large tree comes down and 
somebody’s on the other side of that tree, 

they’re pretty much going to be stuck.’
Craig Hurst,  

a ranger assistant with Oregon State Parks

DINING
NORTH COAST

on the

Great Restaurants in:

GEARHART

SEASIDE

CANNON BEACH

Excellence in family dining found

from a family that has been serving

the North Coast for the past 52 years

Seaside • 323 Broadway • 738-7234 (Open 7 Days)

Cannon Beach • 223 S. Hemlock 436-2851 (7am-3pm Daily)

Astoria • 146 W. Bond • 325-3144

Great

Breakfast,

but that’s

not all...

Great

lunch and

dinner

menu,too!

Great

pasta,

steaks &

seafood!

Homemade

Clam

Chowder,

Salads!
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WANNA KNOW WHERE THE LOCALS GO?

1104 S Holladay • 503-738-9701 • Open Daily at 8am

BEST
BREAKFAST

IN TOWN!

Fish ‘n Chips • Burgers • Seafood & Steak

Friday & Saturday - Prime Rib

Lounge Open Daily 9-Midnight

All Oregon Lottery products available

• Breakfast

• Lunch

• Dinner

• Lighter 
appetite 
menu

• Junior 
menuSomething for Everyone

NATIONALLY FAMOUS CLAM CHOWDER • FRESH OREGON SEAFOOD

www.moschowder.com

Ocean Front at

Tolovana Park

503-436-1111

CANNON
BEACH

R E STAU R AN T S

Patty’s Wicker Cafe
on the Beautiful Necanicum River

Discover

600 Broadway Suite 7 & 8 • 503.717.1272

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
MONDAY thru FRIDAY

6AM to 2PM
Great Atmosphere •�Great Food • Great Prices

MAZATLAN
M E X I C A N  R E S T A U R A N T

Phone 503-738-9678

1445 S. Roosevelt Drive • Seaside

ROBERT CAIN LD,
45 Years of Experience

TWO LOCATIONS
SEASIDE & HILLSBORO

740 Ave H • Ste 2 • Seaside
232 NE Lincoln • Ste B • Hillsboro

FREE CONSULTATION
• Dentures for all ages, 

New, Partials and Custom 
Dentures

• Dentures for implants
• Relines & Repairs
• Denture repairs done same 

day!
• Personal service and 

attention to detail

Open Wednesday and Friday •�9-4:30 • 503-738-7710

www.949thebridge.com

� e Bridge Morning Show With Mark Evans
6 am to 10 am

Spend A� ernoons With Skye
2 pm to 8 pm


