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English teacher takes 
over as director for 
spring productions

By Katherine Lacaze

Seaside Signal

Seaside High School’s 
spring musical “Urinetown,” 
a satirical comedy, explores 
socially relevant themes and 
simultaneously celebrates and 
pokes fun at musical theater 
itself.

The play opens Friday, 
Feb. 26, at 7:30 p.m. and will 
be performed through March 
5 at the high school’s audito-
rium.

“The whole point of the 
show, is it’s about sustain-
ability and choosing a way of 
thinking and a way of life that 
is moderate,” said LeeAnn 
Schmelzenbach, the director 
and an English teacher at the 
high school. The play also ex-
amines the idea that “all mu-
sicals are ridiculous and awe-
some.”

Originally produced in 
2001, the play features many 
styles of music, including 
jazz, contemporary and tra-
ditional Broadway showcase. 
Greg Kotis wrote the script 
and Mark Hollmann produced 
the music, with lyrics by Holl-
mann and Kotis. 

The plot centers on the fu-
turistic, dystopian city, Urine-
town, where people must pay 
to use public toilets because 
of a 20-year drought and a ban 
on private toilets. The Urine 
Good Company holds a mo-
nopoly over the enterprise of 
public amenities, including 
toilets. A young hero, observ-
ing the inequity between the 
rich and poor, leads a rebel-
lion, assisted by a character 
symbolically named Hope. 

Although parents may be 
wary of the title, the show is 
family-friendly — no swear-
ing or gambling, drugs and al-
cohol references. Some of the 
themes — such as the satirical 
critique of greed, the legal 
system, populism, bureaucra-

cy, corporate mismanagement 
and social irresponsibility 
— may go over the heads of 
young audience members, but 
they will enjoy the comedy 
and music.

“I think there’s something 
in it for everyone,” Schmel-
zenbach said.

The cast includes 27 stu-

dents, and about 12 to 15 ad-
ditional students for tech and 
makeup. For the third year, 

Vanessa Rush, who teaches 
music and choir, is the mu-
sical director. Rich Small is 
overseeing choreography. The 
show will be accompanied by 
a live band.

Schmelzenbach is directing 
the musical in place of Head 
Secretary Lenore Morrisson, 
who has directed both the 
spring and fall plays for the 
past 11 years. Morrisson will 
still assist with the produc-
tion by overseeing costumes, 
set, props, lighting and other 
technical aspects. Schmelzen-
bach also is assisted by senior 
Joseph Harkins, who wanted 
to step off the stage and help 
direct this semester.

Schmelzenbach, who 
joined the staff this school 
year, did musical theater in 
high school and worked back-
stage for a myriad of produc-
tions at the John and Orah 

Brandt Fine Arts and Convo-
cation Center during her col-
lege years at Northwest Naz-
arene University in Nampa, 
Idaho.

The goal is to split the high 
school’s theatrical productions 
between two people, so neither 
gets burned out. Schmelzen-
bach anticipates directing the 
spring musicals for a while.

“I’m going to do it until I 
can’t do it anymore,” she said, 
adding she’s already started 
sifting through ideas for next 
year, which shows she has 
“bought into this idea of di-
recting.”

Although Schmelzenbach 
has not directed before, this 
experience has shown she has 
the ability and skill set to do 
so. She was recommended to 

“Urinetown” by her best friend
from college, who said he had
the most fun acting while do-
ing that show. When she read
it, she was drawn to its dark-
er humor and satire. She also
liked that this was something
new for the high school. 

“The deciding factor is
that it requires a large cast,”
she said. “That really made
me excited about it. In high
school, theater is supposed to
be an experience everyone can
enjoy, and I think that’s really 
true of this show.”

Instead of having one star,
eight people share the lead.
The cast — which features
two exchange students, 17 se-
niors and several new students
— fell into place smoothly fol-
lowing auditions in mid-De-
cember, Schmelzenbach said. 

“Most of the kids are in
choir or band, and that really
plays to our advantage,” Mor-
risson said.

Using her skills as an En-
glish teacher, Schmelzenbach
alerted her cast members to
the metaphors, wordplay and
other literary devices that
make the play so rich. 

“It makes the show more 
interesting to them,” Schmel-
zenbach said.

She said she is encour-
aged by the individual ideas
and creativity students bring
to their characters during re-
hearsal. 

For more information
about the show, contact the
high school by calling 503-
738-5586. The high school
is located at 1901 N. Holla-
day Drive. Tickets are $8 for
adults, $6 for senior citizens
and students and $4 for high 
school students with their As-
sociated Student Body card
and elementary students.

SHS prepares to open musical ‘Urinetown’
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Cast members from Seaside High School’s upcoming pro-

duction of “Urinetown” practice a song during rehearsal. 

The students include (front row, from left) Annie Staford, 

Nathanael Ward, Lucy Swenson, Daniel Kuszmaul and Chloe 

Kincaid; and (back from, from left) Chance Giguiere, Alison 

Zagata and Klara Bedrnova.
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Seaside High School’s theater students are preparing to open their spring musical, “Urinetown,” on Feb. 26.
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Clatsop Community College is
seeking to fill the following 

positions:
•Instructor, Maritime Science 
Deck Department Technology

- Full-time position beginning
September 2016. Applications must 

be received by by March 4, 2016.
•Science Storeroom and

Hazardous Chemical Coordinator
- 3/4 time position. Applications 

must be received by February 22, 
2016.

View job descriptions and apply on 
line at www.clatsopcc.edu

Call (503)338-2406 if application
assistance is needed.

BioOregon Protein has an immediate 
opening for a Lab Technician 1. 

Apply in person at 1935 NW
Warrenton Drive in Warrenton. 
503-861-2256. Pre-employment 

screening required. EEO and 
e-verify company.

70 Help Wanted
Arch Cape Water & Sanitary

Districts Plant Operator
Career opening for a water & 

wastewater plant operator

Arch Cape Oregon

$42–66K DOE w/ excellent benefits
High School Diploma or equivalent

Oregon Drivers License
Reside within 15 minute drive of
District plants upon employment

Application information at
www.archcape.com and 

www.sdao.com
resources/classifieds

70 Help Wanted

Ad Designer
Join the pre-press team at The Daily 

Astorian and create memorable
advertisements/ special projects. 

You'll work with multiple people 
and deadlines in a fast paced

environment. Must be very accurate 
and detail-oriented. Experience in 

Multi-Ad Creator, Adobe
Photoshop,InDesign and/ or

QuarkXPress required. Newspaper 
experience preferred, but not

required. Full-time position, benefits 
include Paid Time Off (PTO), 

401(k)/Roth 401(k) retirement plan 
and insurances.

Send resume, work samples and 
letter of interest to EO Media 
Group, PO Box 2048, Salem, 

OR 97308-2048, by fax to 
503-371-2935 or e-mail

hr@eomediagroup.com

70 Help Wanted70 Help Wanted61 Bankruptcy

After Hours CRISIS COUNSELOR

Clatsop Behavioral Healthcare is 
seeking to hire a part-time Crisis 

Counselor.
–Perform behavioral health crisis 

assessment and intervention
services in hospitals and non-office 

settings. Part-time employee or
independent contractor position for 
weeknights/weekends 8-15 days a 

month, depending on need.
Masterʼs Degree in Social Work, 

Psychology, or related field. If
independent contractor, must

provide all necessary
documentation. Send resume to

Lois Gilmore,
Clatsop Behavioral Healthcare,

65 North Highway 101, Suite 204, 
Warrenton, OR  97146,
fax to 503-861-2043

or email loisg@clatsopbh.org
EOE.

BANKRUPTCY $275
26 Years Experience.

(503)440-0281 / (503)678-7939I am looking for private contract or 
employment as a criminal
paralegal/legal assistant

15years experience with criminal 
prosecutors and appellant judges.

Trial prep, discovery, transcription, 
docketing, e-filing, e-mail.

E-mail nowakj333@gmail.com
or call 541-928-5008

50 Professional
Services

BUYERS AND SELLERS get togeth-
er with the help of classified ads.
Read and use the classified section
every day!

Rare Rural Route Available Soon.

The Daily Astorian is currently 
seeking independent

contractors to deliver its paper 
and related products on the 

Washington Peninsula.
Interested individuals must have 

valid drivers license, insurance, 
and reliable vehicle. Please

contact Heather at 503-325-321
x235 for more information on this 

route and the availability of 
other routes.

70 Help Wanted
Occasionally other companies  

make telemarketing calls off clas-
sified ads. These companies are 
not affiliated with The Daily Asto-
rian and customers are under no 
obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the at-
torney general or be put on the do 
not call list, here are the links to 
both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/

NOTICE TO CONSUMERS
The Federal Trade Commission 

prohibits telemarketers from ask-
ing for or receiving       payment 
before they deliver credit repair 
services, advance fee loans and 
credit, and      recovery services. 
If you are asked to render pay-
ment    before receiving any of the 
preceding services, please con-
tact the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at: 1-877-382-4357

Oregon Firewood Law requires ad-
vertisements quote a price and 
also express quantity in units of a 
cord or fractional part of a cord. 
Ads must also identify the species 
of wood and whether the wood is     
unseasoned  (green)  or  dry.

GIVE your budget a break! Check
todayʼs classified ads for excellent
buys on the items you need.

Feb 27th & March 12th  10:00am – 2:00pm
1371 SW Hemlock, Cannon Beach 97110

Fill out an application, interview with a manager, 
meet our Team Pelican!  Assistant Kitchen Managers, 
Line Cooks, Dishwashers, Front of House Managers, 

Servers, Bartenders, Hosts, Bussers, Janitorial - or 
apply today:

www.yourlittlebeachtown.com/employment
Call Stephanie 503-965-7779 ext 307

Pelican Brewing Company is coming to 
Cannon Beach and we want YOU on our TEAM!

HIRING FAIR
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 is changing its name to

 YOUR #1 SOURCE   FOR TIRES

 CUSTOM WHEELS • AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

 Same great service

 503-325-2861
 For emergencies

 503-325-0233

 35359 Business Hwy 101 
 (miles crossing)

 Astoria, OR

 Hours:
 Mon-Fri 8-6

 Sat- 8-4

 D EL ’S   O  .K . 


