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Gearhart declines to adopt a new fence ordinance
Gearhart from Page 1A
“There’s no permit requirement through the city,
and without a permit requirement in the city we have no
way of tracking what is going on,” said Duncan after
the meeting in explaining his
vote. “The original updated
ordinance had a permit in it,
and the council decided they
didn’t like it and took it out.”
Since the fence ordinance
repeal required an emergency
declaration to bring it to the
FRXQFLOÀRRUWKHVDPHQLJKW
the board voted to do so. Since
emergency declaration votes
must be unanimous, however,
the dissenting vote of Duncan

led to a postponement of the
matter to a future council session, likely in June, according
to City Manager Chad Sweet
on Thursday. “This would be
the slower path to a vote,”
Sweet said. He added that the
next vote could be won by a
simple council majority.
“It still can pass,” Duncan
said Wednesday night. “I just
won’t vote for it.”

Council amends
RV zoning code
The City Council picked
up discussion of the city’s
RV zoning code, after meetings and hearings by the
council and Planning Com-

mission in February and
March.
The ordinance limits residents to no more than two RVs
on a residential premises, but
council members picked up
the revisions after complaints
that language in the ordinance
QHHGHGFODUL¿FDWLRQ
The council tabled adoption
of the code regulating the use
DQGGH¿QLWLRQRI59VDWLWV)HE
4 meeting, opting to send the
draft language back to the Planning Commission. At its March
meeting, the commission recommended the council adopt
a revised code that provided
PRUH VSHFL¿F OLPLWV RQ WKH
parking of RVs, and added an
amendment to include boats in

tive of Medix, Houston asked
the council to issue a proclamation observing Emergency
Medical Service Week.
“The theme of our EMS
week is EMS Strong. And it’s
all about our partnerships that
we create with our emergency
UHVSRQGHUV EH LW WKH ¿UH GH
partments, police and hospitals,
and it’s also about our community relationships. It’s not just
about our lights and sirens.”
Houston presented the
EMS Week
plaque to Mayor Widdop as the
Seaside native and former council adopted the resolution
YROXQWHHU *HDUKDUW ¿UH¿JKWHU proclaiming Emergency MedJeremy Houston provided a ical Services Week.
plaque honoring the city for its
partnership with Medix Ambu- The Soup Bowl
Julie Soderberg, Execulance Service. As a representa-

the RV ordinance. Additional
RVs could be parked on a temporary basis for not more than
seven days per calendar month.
On April 29, City Planner
Carole Connor added amendments to further tweak the
code.
There were no public comments at Wednesday’s meeting, and the revised ordinance
was unanimously approved by
members of the council.

tive Director of the Harbor
in Astoria, a shelter for victims of domestic violence,
appeared before the Council on behalf of this year’s
“Soup Bowl” event. The
Harbor provides 24-hour response for victims of domestic violence, sexual abuse and
stalking.
She said the Soup Bowl
fundraiser features handPDGH VRXS ERZOV ¿UHG LQ D
traditional wood kiln. The
fundraiser takes place Saturday, May 16; ticket price includes a handmade bowl and
locally crafted soups, bread,
and coffee. $50 per person.
For more information call
503-325-8624.

Tsunami project: Getting the county prepared for ‘the big one’
nity Development Director
Heather Hansen, Building
2I¿FLDO 'DYLG .ORVV 3XE
lic Works Director Michael
Summers and Emergency
Manager Tiffany Brown. The
Project Management Team,
along with a Project Advisory
Committee consisting of 12
agency representatives and
community members, will
recommend policies and provisions to the county’s Planning Commission and Board
of Commissioners.
The project is being conducted in two phases. Phase I,
where the project currently is
at, is focused on developing
comprehensive knowledge of
tsunami hazards, involving
the public and drafting provisions that could implement an
appropriate strategy to prepare
for and survive an event. Phase
II is focused on adoption of
those policies and provisions.
The goal, Bunch said, is to
have draft provisions prepared
by the end of June and work
toward adoption between July
through December.

County, committee present
‘Tsunami Hazard Overlay’
By Katherine Lacaze
Seaside Signal

Clatsop County is partially
through conducting a Tsunami Hazard Overlay project to
better prepare the community
for a Cascadia tsunami event
and to increase resilience by
developing new planning
provisions for the county’s
unincorporated areas.
Even though the project
only applies to unincorporated areas of the county, mutual awareness from the whole
community is important since
no one knows where they
might be if a tsunami hits, said
Lianne Thompson, a Clatsop
County Commissioner and
Project Advisory Committee
member.
“We’re going to be all we
have,” she said. “While we’re
all individually responsible,
no one can do it alone. We all
need each other.”
Last week, the Project
Management Team held three
open houses throughout the
county, including Warrenton
on May 4; Astoria on May
5; and Arch Cape on May 7.
The purpose of the meetings
was to present the project to
the public and inform them
what proposed policies and
provisions have been drafted
at this point. County staff and
committee members were
available to answer questions
and interpret maps and data
for those in attendance.
According to the county,
the purpose of the Tsunami
Hazard Overlay project “is
the development of Comprehensive Plan and Development Code provisions,
through a public involvement
process, to increase resilience
to a Cascadia event tsunami.”
The project was initiated
after the county received a
$7,000 technical assistance
grant from the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development in
February to help offset costs.
Guiding the project is a
management team consisting
of county staff: Senior Planner Jennifer Bunch, Commu-

Three goals

The three main goals idenWL¿HGIRUWKHSURMHFWDUHHGX
cation, public involvement
and the adoption of policies
and code provisions. For each
goal, the group has numerous
objectives.
In regards to education, the
group has provided opportunities for county staff to learn
about tsunami hazards and data
so they can be a community
resource; maintain open communication with the Board of
Commissioners and the Planning Commission through
work sessions and project updates; assist community members in becoming more aware
of the risks related to a local

meetings so community
members could locate hazardous areas and safe gathering places in the event of
a tsunami. The maps covered Astoria, Warrenton, the
Lianne Thompson, Project Advisory Committee member
Clatsop spit, Cannon Beach,
Arch Cape, Gearhart, Seaside
and the Youngs River area.
For the purpose of the maps,
tsunami event; and develop strict the location of essential developed by the Oregon
and disseminate new and ex- facilities – such as hospitals Department of Geology and
isting educational materials for DQG¿UHVWDWLRQV±DQGVSHFLDO Mineral Industries, the tsunaresidents and property owners. occupancy buildings – such mi scenarios were modeled to
For public involvement, as certain public facilities, occur at high tide and to acthe group has worked to iden- schools and medical buildings count for local subsidence or
tify high-risk areas within un- – and their uses within the uplift of the ground surface.
The public also received
incorporated Clatsop Coun- hazard area. If, for a very spety; identify vulnerable uses, FL¿F UHDVRQ WKHVH VWUXFWXUHV handouts about how to prestructures and populations; must be located in a tsunami pare for a tsunami event by
develop draft provisions for hazard area, however, a “use putting together a basic emergency supply kit, storing wathe county’s Comprehensive exception” may be allowed.
Plan; and generate multiple
The group presented some ter, making copies of important documents, signing up for
opportunities to inform and facts for the public, such as:
receive feedback from the
• Nothing proposed for the emergency and community
community through open overlay would prohibit land- alerts and other preemptive
houses, news releases and so- owners from using their land steps that can help locals survive an incident and its aftercial media. The county-wide for residential purposes;
meetings were a way for the
• No changes to building math.
Commissioner Thompson
JURXSWRIXO¿OOWKDWREMHFWLYH codes for tsunami hazards have
“That’s our most important been proposed at this time and, said she advocates for people
component,” Bunch said. “We if they are, they need to come to personally educate themselves about and prepare for a
want people to understand the from the state level; and
hazards and the maps and
• The overlay could as- natural disaster in a methodiwhat it means to them.”
sign additional requirements cal way.
“You want folks conLater, in the adoption for subdivisions, such as
phase, the group will hold ZD\¿QGLQJVLJQVDQGLQWHUQDO cerned, but you want them
to be active,” she said. “You
publicized hearings before the evacuation route planning.
don’t want to make yourself
Planning Commission and the
Board of Commissioners to Mapping the county crazy. What you want to do
Large-scale inundation is empower yourself, and
adopt provisions to increase
safety and community resil- maps and evacuation route that’s where the increments
ience. The overlay could re- maps were available at the come in.”

‘We’re going to be all we have. While we’re all
individually responsible, no one can do it alone.
We all need each other.’

Dining

North Coast

Grea tres ta ura nts in: G EAR H AR T |S EAS ID E |C AN N ON BEAC H

Jun e 1st

Excellence in family dining found
from a family that has been serving
the North Coast for the past 52 years

CONCEAL CARRY
PERMIT CLASS
Oregon –

Great
Great
Great
Homemade
Breakfast,
lunch and
pasta,
Clam
 dinner  steaks &  Chowder,
but that’s
not all...
menu,too!
seafood!
Salads!

Utah - Valid 34 States

1p m o r 6 p m

BestW estern :5 5 5 Ha m b urg Ave,Asto ria

Seaside • 323 Broadway • 738-7234 (Open 7 Days)
Cannon Beach • 223 S. Hemlock 436-2851 (7am-3pm Daily)
Astoria • 146 W. Bond • 325-3144

OOR/Utah–valid
R/U ta h— va lidininWA
W A$80
$80oro rOregon
O reg o nonly
o n ly
$4 5
$45
| Firea rm Tra in in gN W @ gm a il.com
w w shauncurtain.com
w .Firea rm Tra in in gN W .com
~ shauncurtain@gmail.com

36 0-921-2071
360-921-2071
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The Tsunami Hazard
Overlay project is meant to
EH WKH ¿UVW VWHS WR D ODUJHU
project, which is developing a Tsunami Facilities Improvement Plan. The county will work in conjunction
with cities to consider
more detailed evacuation
routes, identify vulnerable
population, develop ways
to manage debris and other aspects of emergency
preparedness and management. That project, Bunch
said, will be led primarily
by the Clatsop County Public Works Department, and
the county is applying for a
$50,000 Transportation and
Growth Management Grant
that would be available at
the beginning of the 2015 ¿VFDO \HDU :KLOH WKH
grant is not a prerequisite to
the project, Bunch said, “if
we did proceed without the
grant, it would be at a much
slower pace.”
The advisory committee’s meetings are open to
the public. The next meetings are at 10 a.m. May 18 at
800 Exchange St., Suite 430,
Astoria, and 10 a.m. June 22
at the Boyington Building,
857 Commercial St. Astoria.
For more information,
contact Bunch at (503) 3258611 or jbunch@co.clatsop.
RUXV RU YLVLW WKH RI¿FH DW
800 Exchange St., No. 100,
Astoria.

Jewell Memorial
Scholarship Fund

36 AN N UAL
th

DINNER
Saturday, May 16, 2015
Dinner served 4 - 6pm
Jewell School

M A Z AT L A N

M E X IC A N R E S T A U R A N T

JOIN
U S!

M ay 5th for Cinco de M ayo
& M ay 10th for M other’s Day

Food & Drin k Specials!
Pho n e 5 03 -73 8-96 78

14 4 5 S.Ro o seveltD rive •Sea sid e
O U TD O O R
S EATIN G

• Lighter
appetite
menu
• Junior
Something for Everyone menu
Fish ‘n Chips • Burgers • Seafood & Steak
Friday & Saturday - Prime Rib
Lounge Open Daily 9-Midnight
All Oregon Lottery products available

BEST
BREAKFAST
IN TOWN!

NATIONALLY FAMOUS CLAM CHOWDER • FRESH OREGON SEAFOOD

R E ST A U R A N T S

CANNON
BEACH

503-436-1111
O cean Fron t at
T olovan a Park

w w w .m osch ow der.com

D iscover

Patty’s Wicker Cafe
on the B ea utiful N eca n icum R iver

Bes tBrea kfa s t• Fres h S ea food
Quilt Drawing, Door Prizes
Oral & Silent Auctions

• Breakfast
• Lunch
• Dinner

1104 S Holladay • 503-738-9701 • Open Daily at 8am

A ll m on ies g o to the
s chola rs hip fu n d for
d es ervin g s en iors of
Jew ell Hig h S chool
A d u lts ... $8.00 • S r. Citizen s ... $5.00
6 to 12... $5.00 • Un d er6... Free

WANNA KNOW WHERE THE LOCALS GO?

18 15 S . Ro o s evelt Dr. S ea s id e
503-738 -9 048

a c ros s the s treetfrom Bell Buoy

N OW
OP E N

Satu rd ays for B reak fast O n ly
7:00 a.m . to N oon

B R E A K F A ST & L U N C H
M O N D A Y-F R ID A Y 6A M - 2P M

W IN T E R
L U N C H SP E C IA L S

G rea t A tm osphere • G rea t Food • G rea t P rices
600 B road w ay Su ite 7 & 8 • 503.717.1272

