
Program will be called 
Learning Ladder 
Preschool this fall

By Katherine Lacaze
Seaside Signal

Just as circle time was 
coming to a close during class 
May 6, Sunset Empire Park & 
Recreation District Preschool 
Coordinator Shelly Saunders 
revealed her newest addition 
for the preschool classroom: 
a mesh cylinder container 
with baby caterpillars, called a 

The small habitat, she 
said, would be kept in the sci-
ence corner of the preschool 
classroom at the Seaside 
Youth Center, so her 3- to 
5-year-old students could 
observe the creatures as they 

The students are part of 
the district’s Step-By-Step 
program, which has been re-
named the Learning Ladder 
Preschool for fall, and the cat-
erpillars are the latest addition 
in a series of efforts by Saun-
ders to give her students a 
safe, fun environment to learn 
and prepare to join kindergar-

‘Needed’ a facelift
When Saunders took over 

the district’s early childhood 
development program last 
November after the resigna-
tion of former Preschool Co-
ordinator Madge Mossberg, 
the preschool space at the 
Youth Center, as well as the 
program’s format, received 

“She did exactly what the 

Jacobs, who started as the as-

room to make it more open 
and accessible to kids and 
covered the brown walls with 

more materials and supplies 
-

lum, which Saunders has de-
veloped and evolved for 15 
years, is focused on academ-
ically preparing students for 
kindergarten “in a very fun, 

Jacobs, who plans to resign 

Saunders is a transplant 
from California, where she 
oversaw a similar program 
for a parks and recreation 

she moved to Seaside, she 
planned to be a real estate 
agent, but the preschool co-
ordinator position was post-
ed online the day she began 
looking for jobs, and she took 

Her philosophy is that 
“children develop and learn 

is to provide an environment 
rich in learning opportunities 
to help your child grow ac-
ademically, socially as well 

“help them have a really pos-
-

Some features of her 
classes include: attending 
a weekly story time at Sea-
side Public Library; a week-
ly yoga class; and morning 

taught art, math, science and 
language arts, in addition to 

acceptable behaviors such as 
sharing, paying attention and 
respecting the teachers and 

of the students are Hispanic, 
they practice numbers, col-
ors and days of the week in 

“We really are touching 

The program is coming to 
a close for this school year, 
but registration is open for 

The class for 3- to 4-year-
olds will be from 8:30 to 

month for in-district residents 

The class for older pre-
schoolers will be from 8:30 

to ensure they are the correct 
age to enter kindergarten in 

-
partment of Education li-
censing restrictions, space 
currently is limited to 15 par-

age, I think it’s so important 
to have that one-on-one con-

She has 21 students be-

She sees the potential for 
growth, but it would require 
maintaining a second teach-
er – as the correct teach-
er-to-student ratio is 1-to-10 

-

Summer fun
The district also is prepar-

ing for this year’s Kinder-

camp, which starts the week 

The Summer Kindercamp is 
a 10-week program where 
preschoolers ages 3 to 5 can 
participate in arts and crafts, 
music, stories and other ac-

Saunders also has sever-

The Kindercamp is struc-
tured slightly different from 
the preschool, she said, be-
cause she believes summer 
should incorporate more 
fun activities, like craft 

year’s weekly themes are: 
-

tiful, Let’s Camp, Pee Wee 
Chefs, Pirates, How Things 

Mini Picassos, Science 

can go to individual week-
long camps or attend all 10 

The cost for Kindercamp 

session, and district resi-

“These programs are so 
critical for our little peo-

Director Mary Blake, who 
formerly served as general 

need to test and practice and 

That kind of education, 
she believes, “will pay div-

The district is holding an 
open house for the Learn-
ing Ladder Preschool from 

at the Seaside Youth Cen-
-

ents and guardians can meet 
Saunders and check out the 

-
cial assistance are available 
for both district and out-of-

-

Step-by-Step program 
gets new name, new look
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KATHERINE LACAZE PHOTO 
Shelly Saunders, the head teacher for the Step-by-Step early childhood development program at Sunset Empire Park & 
Recreation District, shows her pre-school students a container with caterpillars, a new addition to the classroom, which the 
students will monitor as the insects travel through their lifecycle. Saunders has worked to make the program, which will be 
renamed Learning Ladder Preschool for the fall, a place that prepares children for entering into kindergarten. 

KATHERINE LACAZE PHOTO 
Maple, 4, a student in the Sunset Empire Park & Recreation 
District’s preschool program, shows off a heart made from 
homemade playdough during the free play portion of class 
May 6. 

Community Colleges and 
Workforce Development 
enabled Clatsop Commu-
nity College to launch the 

program in 2015 to serve 
-

The one-year program de-
signed to foster student 
success supported intensive 
academic advising, career 
guidance, scholarship and 
transfer planning assistance, 
technology support and tu-

This investment in stu-
dent success is already 

Program participant José 
Miguel Sosa was recently 
named as one of CCC’s Stu-
dent Scholars and a member 

-

career as a math educator, 
-

gon University to pursue his 
bachelor’s degree beginning 

June, two years after grad-
uating from Seaside High

to work part-time at the
Lumberyard Restaurant in

-
ized advising helped him
focus his interests and pro-
vided a clear path through
coursework to facilitate his

-
gram also connected him

-

practice interviewing and
-
-

sen to present at the Cesar
Chavez Leadership Confer-

March where he also gained
familiarity with the campus

-
demic support, each student
received a scholarship of at

of funding that would allow
the program to continue in
2015-16 is currently under

CCC’s Puerta de Oportunidades 
program fosters student success

 BUSINESS
 DIRECTORY

 Call  or Email
 Wendy Richardson

 503.791.6615
 wrichardson@dailyastorian.com

 TO PLACE YOUR 
 AD HERE!

 A DVERTISING

 C ONSTRUCTION

 OWNED   AND   OPERATED   BY  M IKE   AND  C ELINE  M C E WAN

 E XCAVATION  • U NDERGROUND  U TIITIES
 R OAD  W ORK  • F ILL  M ATERIAL

 S ITE  P REPARATION  • R OCK

 34154 H WY  26, S EASIDE , OR
 P.O.  B OX  2845, G EARHART , OR
 S ERVING   THE  P ACIFIC  N ORTHWEST  S INCE  1956 • CC48302

 B OB  M C E W AN  C ONSTRUCTION ,   INC .

 503-738-3569

 503-717-1454
 34154 HIGHWAY 26

 SEASIDE, OR

 Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
 Soil Amendments

 YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
 (no Scotch Broom)

 L ANDSCAPING

 ASTORIAN
 PRINTING CO.

 503-325-3211 X256 • 949 EXCHANGE ST., ASTORIA

 Business Cards • Letterheads • Envelopes • Flyers 

 Inserts • Carbonless Forms • & more

 TGRIMM@DAILYASTORIAN.COM

 P RINTING

 F LOORING

 2311 N. Roosevelt Dr., Seaside, OR 97138 • 503-738-5729
 rlflooring@yahoo.com • www.RandallLeesFlooring.com

 Randall Lee’s Flooring Outlet  • 3579 Hwy 101 Gearhart • 503-738-6756

 Window Treatments, Fabric, Wallpaper, 
 Flooring and Interior Design

 Warehouse pricing • Open to the Public • Hundreds of instock rolls & remnants • In House Binding

 2/3 of Showroom 
 ALWAYS ON SALE!

 BUSINESS
 DIRECTORY

 Ca ll for a  Tou r tod a y a n d  s ee 
 how m u ch we ha ve to offer

 503-738-0307
 101 Fores t D rive, S ea s id e
 www. s u za n n eelis e.com

 A  catered, picnic reunion is planned for the Seaside H igh 
 School classes 1941-1951. W ednesday, July 29, 2015, from
 1 to 4pm  at the Seaside E lks L odge, 324 A ve. A  in Seaside.

 P lease H elp Spread  Th e W ord
 Seasid e H igh  Sch ool Class Reu n ion  1941-1951

 Those interested in attending please contact  P atsy K erw in
 by m ail: P O  B ox 2205 G earhart, O R  97138-2205,

 by em ail: hughpatsy@ gm ail.com , or call 503-738-5266

 Seafood Restaurant • Market • Smokehouse
 2nd + Spruce, Cannon Beach • 503.436.9130

 Specializing in Fresh 
 Oregon Wild Seafood

 “We’ve been 
 commercial 
 fishing the 

 Pacific Coast 
 since 1977!”

 Troll  Troll  Troll 
 Caught  Caught  Caught 

 Chinook  Chinook  Chinook 
 Salmon Salmon Salmon

 FRESH OFF FRESH OFF FRESH OFF
 THE BOAT! THE BOAT! THE BOAT!

 OPEN  W ED N ESD AY  & FRID AY  9-4 :3 0 | 5 03 -73 8-7710

 TW O LOC ATION S • SEASID E & HILLSBORO
 74 0 Ave H • Ste 2 • Sea sid e  |  23 2 N E Lin co ln  • Ste B • Hillsb o ro

 Ro b ert Ca in , LD
 45 yea rs of
 experience

 FREE C ON SU LTATION

 • D en tu res for a ll a ges
 • New, pa rtia ls & cu stom  d en tu res
 • D en tu res for im pla n ts 
 • Relin es a n d  repa irs
 D en t u re repa irs don e sa m e da y!
 Person a l service a n d a t ten t ion  to deta il


