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Between the Covers ESTHER MOBERG

At a recent Friends of the 
Library bookstore volun-
teer appreciation, some of 
the volunteers shared their 
favorite library memories. 
This made me think about 
all the wonderful memories 
we collectively hold as a 
community here in Seaside. 

Gloria Linkey shared 
with us her favorite mem-
ories of Mrs. McKay, who 
ran the library back when 
it was in the old city hall 
building, where the Seaside 
Brewery now stands. She 
said if Mrs. McKay didn’t 
approve of the reading ma-
terial you were checking 
out, she would take it back 
and tell you to pick another 
book.

She also recalled that 
Mrs. McKay didn’t drive, 
so every Wednesday, after 
the overdue notices had 
been mailed out by post-
card, Mrs. McKay and the 
chief of police would hop 
in the patrol car and drive 
around town, collecting 

books that were overdue. 
I’m not sure that you will 
see Chief Ham and I doing 
this to round up overdue 
books anytime soon, but I 
think every librarian secret-
ly loves the idea of show-
ing up with an “enforcer” to 
get those super late library 
books back!

Many of my favorite 
childhood memories were 
of the Astoria Public Li-
brary. There was one li-
brarian in particularly who 
had beautiful white hair 
and was very nice to all 
the kids. I was shy, but I 
always hoped to get her for 
checking out my books; she 
always seemed to have a 
special bookmark for me or 
something nice to say when 
I got my books. I don’t re-
member her name, just how 
nice she was!

Back then, the counters 
were pretty high, so I al-
ways remember how hard 
it was to get my very large 
stack of books up on the 

counter for checkout. In my 
memory, it always seemed 
like the counter was at eye 
level.

Another memory I have 
was that one night there 

room (community event 
room) of the Astoria li-
brary and I went in the li-
brary to get some books. 
The librarians didn’t real-
ize I was still in the kids 
area, and they locked up 
and left for the night. I was 
pretty panicked about be-
ing locked in the library, 
even though it was my fa-
vorite place in the world. 
However, once the lights 
were turned out, the Asto-
ria Public Library turned 
into a very big, very dark 
and very scary place! For-
tunately, I was able to get 
out the door and back to 
the event in their com-
munity room, but I still 
remember how much my 
heart was pounding at the 
thought of being trapped 
in the library overnight!

I asked Seaside Library 
staff what some of their fa-
vorite memories were. One 

of them shared how that, 
when she was growing up, 
she used the small library 
in St. Helens. One evening 
she spotted a book about an 
equestrian on the new book 
shelf (that probably held a 
total of 10 titles). When she 
checked it out, the librarian, 
tiny and white haired, said 
to her, “I thought you’d like 
that.” That made her feel as 
if the book had been pur-
chased just for her! To this 
day, she still has a warm 
feeling that resonates with 
her when she thinks about 
that time.

Another staff member 
remembered with fondness 
a more current event. A 

time the Reptile Man came 
to the library to do a pre-
sentation for our summer 
reading program that was 
amazing.  He had a huge 
variety of snakes and oth-
er reptiles that the kids got 
to hold and learn about. At 
one point of the show, he 

put a defanged, venomless,
diamondback rattlesnake

audience, and everyone
squealed; the whole crowd
as one took a few giant
steps backwards. The snake
was completely docile, but
there were no takers when
he asked if anyone would
like to hold it. At the end of
the event, he brought out an
albino yellow bellied boa
constrictor that was at least
10 feet long. About 20 kids
lined up in the foyer, and
each one held a portion of
that massive snake while

a banner day at the library.
Libraries are all about

community and making
those wonderful memories
that center on our shared
enjoyment of reading and
literacy. Do you have a
favorite memory of the li-
brary? Feel free to stop by
the Seaside Public Library
and share it with the library
staff. 

Libraries are about making wonderful memories

Let’s PLAY DARREN GOOCH

I miss the days when I 
got to hide colorful plas-
tic eggs for my kids, all of 
them dressed up in their 
Easter best. My wife and 

strange area, somewhere 
between grown-up chil-
dren and grandchildren.

self packing up a small 
care package for my two 
that live out of town and a 
modest basket for the one 
that is preparing to leave 
home this fall.

We used to dress them 
up and buy them new salt 
water sandals every Eas-

ter as a family tradition, 
but they grew up too fast, 
as usual. The one saving 
grace is that I have had the 
distinct pleasure of partici-
pating in Seaside’s annual 
egg hunt every year since 
I joined the Sunset Empire 
Park and Recreation Dis-
trict a little over 12 years 
ago.

The annual event boasts 
over 6,000 brightly colored 

categories: 0 to 2 years old, 
3 to 4 years old, 5 to 6 years 
old, 7 to 8 years old and 9 
to 10 years old. The event 
will be on Saturday, April 

4, at Broadway Field.
We use what is called 

a “rolling start,” meaning 

at 10:30 a.m. sharp with 
the 0- to 2-year-olds. Each 
subsequent age group goes 
next after the prior age 

assured that everyone in 
the next group is in place 
and ready to go.

There are a few limita-
tions to the hunt, though, 
that require participants to 
be a little creative. While 
the 0- to 2-year-olds can 
have baskets and a parent’s 
help, the 3- to 4-year-olds 
cannot have a parent’s help 
but can have a basket. For 

anyone aged 5 and up, 
there are no baskets and no 
parent help. Some of the 
kids are pretty clever with 
their egg collecting tech-
niques!

Also, keep in mind, 
there is one special egg in 
each age group. It doesn’t 
look any different than the 
other eggs, but it contains 
a very special prize: one of 

be redeemed for an age-ap-
propriate Easter basket!

I may not get to hide 
eggs for my kids, and it 
may be awhile before I get 
to do it for my grandkids, 
but I always have the kids 
of Seaside to look forward 
to.

If you would like to vol-

unteer to help us with the 
egg hunt this year, please 
contact Special Events Co-
ordinator Grace Smith at 
503-738-3311, extension 
102.

Have a very hoppy Eas-
ter!

Darren Gooch is the 

IT and marketing manag-
er for the Sunset Empire 
Park and Recreation Dis-
trict. District information 
is available at sunsetem-
pire.com or by calling 
503-738-3311. Darren 
is available at dgooch@
sunsetempire.com.

Annual Easter egg hunt features 6,000 colored eggs
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During last year’s Easter egg hunt, Juliette Jenks, 2, of Sea-
side, plopped a plastic egg into her basket at Broadway Park

‘Do you have a favorite 
memory of the library? 

Feel free to stop by 
the Seaside Public 

Library and share it 
with the library staff’

Esther Moberg

Visit us online at
www.seaside
signal.com

 -  SEASIDE LOCATION ONLY  -
 81 9   S   H o ll ada y   D r .   Seas i de ,   O R

 50 3   73 8 - 5361

 TOM S   E ye w ear   ha s   a rri ve d
 a t   Coas t a l   Ey e   Ca re   in   Seas i de!

 Jo in   u s   Sa t u r da y,   M ar c h   2 8 th   from   11:00   to   3:00   for   our
 S pring   T r u nk   S how   and   r e fre s h m ent s !   T e s t   out   our

 ne w e s t   des i gne r   fra me s   and   s ungla ss es   and   en t e r   ou r
 d r aw i n g   to   w in   a   free   pair   of   prescription   glasse s !!!

 THE NORTH OREGON 
 COAST SYMPHONY 

 is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
 ESTABLISHED 2005

 w w w .nocsy m phony .org

 “Keeping Classical Music Live! 
 on the  Oregon Coast”

 Concert Ad m ission - $12/person
 Free to Child ren und er 12 with an ad ult .

 WIND ,  BRASS   AND  
 STRING   ENSEMBLES
 Frid ay, M arch 20 th    7pm  

 Cannon Beach Com m . Church
 132 E. W ashington St, 

 Cannon Beach

 Saturd ay, M arch 21 st    7pm
 N.C. Rec. Dist. Aud . (NCRD)
 36155 9th St. in Nehalem

 SPRING  CONCERTS

 Cory Pederson
 Cond uctor/Artistic Director
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Lease a New 2015 Prius Liftback (Two) for $239 a month for 24 months with $1,110 down and $1,999 due at signing plus $500 Toyota
Financial Services (TFS) Subvention Cash.  Due at signing costs include first month’s payment, $650 acquisition fee and $1,110 down pay-
ment.  Lease includes $500 TFS Subvention Cash.  Example based on model #1223. Base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $24,200. 
Monthly payments of $239 total $5,736. Net capitalized cost of $23,150 based on down payment and dealer participation, which may vary 
by dealer. Lease end purchase option is $17,424 • Lease a new 2015 RAV4 LE (GAS) for $199 a month for 24 months with $2,180 down
and $3,029 due at signing. Due at signing costs include first month’s payment, $650 acquisition fee and $2,180 down payment. Example
based on model #4432. Base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $25,080. Monthly payments of $199 total $4,776. Net capitalized cost
of $22,933 based on down payment and dealer participation, which may vary by dealer. Lease-end purchase option is $18,910.00 • Lease 
an All-New 2015 Camry LE (Gas) for $199 a month for 24 months with $1,650 down and $2,499 due at signing plus $750 TFS Subvention 
Cash. Due at signing costs include first month’s payment, $650 acquisition fee and $1,650 down payment. Lease includes $750 TFS
subvention cash. Example based on model #2532. Base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $22,970. Monthly payments of $199 total
$4,776. Net capitalized cost of $20,826 based on down payment and dealer participation, which may vary by dealer. Lease end purchase
option is $16,308.70. • Payment may vary depending on final transaction price. New 2015 Prius Liftback (Two) and All-New 2015 Camry LE 
(Gas) Lease Subvention Cash from Toyota Motor Sales, USA, not applicable for cash back offers and must qualify for cash through TFS, does
not include College or Military Rebates. Offers cannot be combined with any other offers, vary by region and are subject to availability. Se-
curity deposit waived. Closed-end lease. $350 disposition fee due at lease end unless customer purchases vehicle or decides to re-finance
through TFS. Customer responsible for maintenance, excess wear and tear and $0.15 per mile over 12,000 miles per year. To qualified Tier 
I+ customers through TFS. Offers good in WA, OR, ID, and MT. For ID and MT state dealerships, a documentary service fee in an amount up 
to $350 may be added to vehicle price. For Washington state dealerships, a negotiable documentary service fee in an amount up to $150
may be added to sale price or capitalized cost. For Oregon state dealerships, a negotiable documentary service fee in an amount up to $100 
may be added to vehicle price. Oregon state dealerships not using an electronic vehicle registration system may only apply fees up to $75
to vehicle price. Does not include taxes, license, title, processing fees, insurance, and dealer charges. See your local participating Toyota
dealer for details. Must take retail delivery from dealer stock by 3/31/2015.
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1605 SE Ensign Lane
Warrenton, OR
503-861-1144

www.lumstoyota.com IN -H O M E  
 C O N SU LTAT IO N !
 Shutters, D rap eries, W ood  B lind s, 

 C ellular Shad es, Soft Shad es, 
 Vertical B lind s, Valances,
 W oven W ood  &  m ore!

 *Offer not valid with any other offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only. 
 Offer good at participating franchises only. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

 www.budgetblinds.com

 Oregon Coast
 503-738-5242

 Lincoln City
 541-994-9954

 SW Washington
 503-738-5242

 C all For A     free  2 5   %
 on Select Signature Series
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 DEL’S O.K.

 YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES
  • CUSTOM WHEELS • 

  • AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES •
 503-325-2861
 For emergencies

 503-325-0233

 35359 Business Hwy 101 
 (miles crossing)

 Astoria, OR

 Hours:
 Mon-Fri 8-6

 Sat- 8-4


