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THE LONGEST WAY AROUND 
ECONOMICAL WAY HOME FARM I

FARMERS' PROBLEMS.

Deg o-tment of Agriculture Advises the 
Cutting Out of Grade» on High­

ways, Evr’ at the Expense of 
Some Tillable Land.
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made many of them fear the abandon­
ment of tho policy and their return to 
prison. There has been less news- 
I'Al'er criticism of late and the public, 
seeing tho merits of t|ie system, 
accepting It ns a settled policy."

to the novelty of the plan and 
newspaper crith Ism, which

laTHE average life of 
tomobiles may be 
the cost of hauling reduced, 

cording to tho office of roads, of
department of agriculture, by relocat­
ing many old roads and the more 
scitotitic laying out of new ones. The 
natural tendency in road building Is to 
build a straight road, whether it goes 
ovver steep grades or hills, or not, and 
pulling over these grades naturally 
adds to the wear and tear on horses 
■nd vehicles.

The doctrin«' of the office of roads Is 
tlait the longest way around may often 
be the shortest and most econuimical 
way home, and that frequently by 
building a highway around a hill or 
grade, but little appreciable distance 
is added and this is more than offset 
by the reduced strain of hauling.

The chief drawback from the farm 
owner’s point of view is the the laying 
out of. roads on this principle of avoid­
ing grades necessitates, In some cases, 
running the road through good farm 
land or orchards or pastures, instead 
of going around the farm line and 
building the road through <dd worn- 
out fields and over rocky knolls. This, 
of course, must raise a question In the 
mine of the individual land owner us 
to whether 
erty by a 
advantages 
munity as 
land for a road, or to overcome the in­
convenience of having his land divid­
ed In this connection the Office of 
roads points out that the running of a 
road and the resulting traffic through a 
good farm, where there good sheep, 
cattle, horses, grain, fruit, or vegeta­
bles. has a certain advertising value 
and in many instances makes the land 
more valuable. In other cases, the im­
portance of such a level road to the 
community is so great that it might 
well repay those using the road to give 
the farmer the equivalent in land

the cutting up of his prop­
road yields him Individual 
and so benefits his com- 
to offset the use of such
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equally good In place of what he has 
sac rifled to the common welfare.

At any rate, the Office of Ronds is 
now taking special pains to make clear 
the economic 
steep grades 
some sacrifice 
•ration shows
roads over hills has resulted 
from attention to the preservation of 
farm lines than from scientific at­
tention to the problem of road build­
ing.

According to the testimony of farm­
ers consulted, where a horse might be 
able to pull 4000 pounds on a 
road, it would have difficulty In 
Ing 3000 pounds up a steep hill, 
sixe of the load, therefore, tends
measured by the grade of the largest 
hill on the road to market In a num­
ber of cases actual experiment shows 
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PERMANENT CONSTRUCTION FOR 
THE FARM.
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PRISONERS ON HIGHWAYS 
PLACED ON HONOR

rllE practice of 
victs on their

■ daily prisoners
work constructing 
highways, has be« t: started In several 

, states and is meeting with much suc­
cess, accord'ng to reports received by 
the national committee on prison labor. 
North Dakota, Oregon. New Jersey, 
Michigan, Ohio and Colorado are 
among the states where the honor sys­
tem has ’‘«ten developed to its highest 
degree.

Under the laws of North l»akota the 
board of control may employ convicts 
on the public highways, th»lr expenses 
to lie paid by the re*p«*ctive counties tn 
which they work. Th«* law stipulates 
that th«' prisoners perform their duties 
under the supervision of skilled labor- 
«rs who act as guards; but so far as 
possible, the |aw- declares, th«' convicts 
are to l>e placid <»n th«'ir honor.

Another featur«- of North Dakota's 
I rlson laws is worded as follows: 
"Each short-time convict worked upon 
said state roads shall rec«:ivc a credit 
upon his time of ten days for each 30 
d«vs that he shall faithfully and dili­
gently work ujH>n said state roans, and 
In case of coni lets serving life sen­
tences such privll- g< s shall be given 
them as In the judgment of the wnrden 
Is proper, but In case that any convict 
falls to do faithful ami efT.cient work 
or attempt to escap«* he shall forfeit all 
or as many of salt! credits as in 
Judgment ot the warden shall 
proper.”

Few Attempt to Escape.
Of 275 convicts who wer«, worked 

tinder the honor svstem in Ohio only 
¡8—less than 7 per cent—attempt»«! to 
es«aie, according to the report of 
Wnrden Pieston E Thomas of the Ohio 
state penitentiary. While the«e men 
were thus < mploj cd there was no bar­
rier except their own honor between 
them an«i freedom, 
broke faith all but 
ar.d returned to the 
percentage of those 
their full 
a half.
Thomas, 
trusts in

Also In 
convicted 
ar? sentence«! to work on th» roads In­
stead of going to Jail, the practice of 
trotting printers has been fejr.d suc­
cessful. Not only that, but according 
to W. M. firyrnt, good roads commis­
sioner of Michigan, th«- sentencing of 
convicts to work on the highways tends 
tc «llmlnat«- much p« tty crime.

It was In Colorado, under Warden 
Thomas J Tynr.n, that the honor sys­
tem was first err ployed among prison­
ers at work on th«' highways, and It Is 
in that state an«! Oregon that the sys­
tem has been rrost extensively devel­
oped. Governor West of Or« gon. In a 
statement to the national committee on 
prison labor ct’ncernlng the 
system among prliorers at work 
roads, said.

"Our ron«l 
from 15 to 25 
foreman who 
crew, 
his report as to conduct of tho pris­
oners carries great weight with tho 
prison officials. It is more exoflentlal, 
therefore, that great care be exorcise«! 
in the selection of those foremen. Wo 
have had unexpected success in tho 
operation of our road gangs. Home 
have been maintained as far as 300 
miles from the prison and ntiarly all 
In the hills and mountains, where every 
opportunity was given to escape. At 
first we lost a nurrabee of men. due
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<’buries II. Meiers.
NE of the grin lest mistakes that 
many American farmers make Is 
tho building of structures which

an* not Intended to endure throughout 
a long term of years.

Many farmers who have spent a long 
term of years on the farm can look 
back over those years und sec where 
they built fences which stood for only 
a year or two before they were tumb­
ling down and required rebuilding; 
sheds which were weakly and Inade­
quately erected ami which stain became 
leaky or too small; barns, corncrlbs 
and granaries which stood In satisfac­
tory service but it short 
the walls bulged and the 
And there are I 
stances which i 
Instance with 
familiar.

Now, It costs 
usually, to erect 
that will endure 
foundations und 
concrete may be 
pens». and It will last for many years. 
Fence posts of concrete. It la wild,. will 
last 100 years. Tile, slate or gal­
vanized roofs endure almost Inestim­
ably long. And the expense of building 
for permanence Is not extremely higher 
than that of building for temporary 
results, 
farm.

TIIE Intense Interest thut Is being 
taken in agricultural development 
und the expression of true friend­

ship indicated by organised and in­
dividual efforts of many good « itlxens. 
Is one of the moat encouraging signs 
of th«- times Tin- efUi'Iency of every 
dollar now invested In promoting agri­
culture cun t>e increased u hundred 
fold by a clearer understanding of the 
farmer und bls needs on the part of 
thos<< who appropriate uml direct th« 
expenditure. It la fair. I hope, to sug­
gest to those who would teach us effi­
ciency thut they

Give
study It as well
Us Profit.
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thut th« world lias ever known, 
farmer Is human.
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CORN PROPERLY DRIED.
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OWE data regarding storage, 
germination and resulting stand 
of several farmers corn scat­

tered widely over tho central section 
of the country may prove helpful to 
our readers.

The fall of th«- beginning of the tests 
was ideal In regard to ripening and 
curing seed corn. The average germ­
ination of the corn s«s ur«-«f thi n was
76.4 per cent. It rang«'«l from 93 per 
cent for kiln dried <-«>rn to 3X j>er cent 
for corn taken fr< m

The following rummer 
suffere«! n 
early frost, 
mildewed, 
germination 
ave.ro ge for
55.5 per Cent.

Tho lowest germination, 1 1-2 per 
cent, was that of corn standing In the 
shock during the winter. Corn cured 
in well-ventilated garrets or I 
made a good average, and corn 
dried germinated 90 per cent.

A study of the records of many 
shows that seed corn dried with 
flclal heat In w»ll-ventilated

cribs.
the sect Ion 

severe drouth—with an 
Much of the crib corn 

The effect on sutuw<iu«-nt 
was very marked, the 

the next spring being only sent out bythe gOV- 
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The American 
moal caputilo 

of the world's 
of the Unitoti

t»-ets 
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rootns 
during the first two or three weeks
after picking, gave the highest g«rm- 
Ination—an average of 91.6 per cent 
for the two years. Next to this Is corn 
cured In fiirnnce-rooms with open 
windows where the heat was applied 
immediately aft*r bringing tho corn 
from th> field Well-ventilated 
with more than one window 
K< rmlnatlon of 96.6 per cent, 
cured under porches protect»«! 
rains gave 70 per cent Corn in 
toolhousea, etc., 6f> per cent, i 
Inatlon of corn kept in granaries and 
on windmills gave only 37.5 and 34 
per cent, respectively.

In this study of seed curing much 
corn which 
standing In 
time after 
destroyed, 
curing seed 
tho corn immediately aftei picking In 
a well-ventilated room and apply stove 
or other artificial heat for from one to 
three weeks.
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the outside world.
Michigan, where all persons 
of drunkenness or vagrancy

was left lying In piles nr 
sacks, for even a short 

husking, was completely 
The only safe way of 
corn Is therefore to plr.cn

honor 
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tip ofgangs are made
mon, with a free man as 
lives and works with his 

His word Is law In camp and

"Can you build a stack?" sidd the 
farmer to a laborer who wanted

"Hure I can. I can build a 
tho shape of an egg."

When the stack was nearly

Co-operating with 
an Individual Is not 

reach tho heart 
heavy and more 
only be done 
There must be

a Job. 
stack

com­
pleted the bottom shot out and the 
stack came to the ground as flat as a 
pancake.

"I thought you said you could bull«! 
a stack 
farmer.

"Ho I
It was

the shape of an egg," said tho

did. Hut I didn’t say whether 
a boiled egg or a fried one."

Roe that tho horses have a drink 
while out In tho field.

Horses need a roll on the ground In 
summer; see that they get ft.

Never let a wire cut on your stock 
go unattended, ('loan out tho wound 
with soap and water, wash with pe­
roxide of hydrogen, and apply a goo«! 
btuiling ointment.

anil ho will Intensify and diversify 
whenever it pays him to do so, und 
no umount of well-written formulas or 
monstrous exhibits will pernian« ntly 
Influence him quite so much as a dol­
lar at the end of tho row. Not a 
theoretical dollar, but one he cun put 
In his pockart. A dollar that cornea 
from tho result of a sale. The weak­
ness of muny plans 1s that tho factor 
of profit hna not been dulj, considered.

It Is pci haps one of the Ironies of 
fall- that commissions, boards und spe­
cial Investigators 
ernment deplore 
farmer.

Much Is not the 
farmer of today
workman In the history 
agriculture. The farms 
Htal<-s produce an annual farm value 
greater than any other agricultural 
country on the globe. Th» American 
farm la the largest. It la true, but tho 
final teal of a successful producer !• 
net receipts per farmer and that Is ut 
favi) of the American plowmuti.

There has been a very steady 
crease In the value of products 
farm in the United Htatea during 
past 30 years. Not aa grout an 
crease ns ether lines of Induatry 
haps, but wo compare favorably 
tho farmers of other nations, 
record by decades |s as follows: 
average farm produced In 1)190, 
In 1900, |ltl; and In 1910, >13.3«
also show during this period an In­
crease of over 2,000,000 farms.

Partnership of Industry,
Farming Is tho biggest business In 

the world and constructive work that 
will permanently benefit agricult uro 
must ba planned on a big, broad, com­
prehensive basis, 
the farmer as
sufficient and will not 
of the problem. The 
Important work can 
through organization,
a partnership between industries and 
each lino of organised Industry work 
within Its own orbIL The bankers can 
render a service In working out a sys­
tem of credit« better adapted to the 
business of farming; tho transporta­
tion lines can help us by locating mar­
kets and reaching them In best condi­
tion at the lowest expense; tho agri­
cultural departments of government by 
co-ordinating supply and demand end 
tho study of market conditions and 
methods. There must bo a partner­
ship between Industries.

Da fie Nature Is a fickle goddess and 
mon sometimes play fast and loose 
with her, but tho farmer knows that 
prosperity will never sit Idly bosldo 
him. it will corns only ns a result of 
intelligent toll and tho application of 
sound business methods.


