Y

Letter from the County Court
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He started right In with his story
The tirst th'ng he sald was, ‘Bl this

grund Jury Is golng to break your
neck.” And then he sald that, as a
friend, he would advise me to resign
Ihe grand Jury would indict me, he

wald I asnked him what charge they

would bring agalust me, and declared

there was nothing in my ofMcial life
that would not bear the light of the
fullest and most hostile Investigation.
He nnuwered that It would make no
difference whether or not |1 could be
convicted on any charge that the
grand Jury would bring, that the lm
portant thing would be that | would
be disgraced before the people of
Klamath county by reason of the In

dictment, and that before a trial could
be held a recall petition would be cir
culated that | thrown
vut of oMce before 1 could defend my
ull

and would be

| asnked hlm who were back of this
e sald that | had very In
‘It s

n few

move, and
NMuentinl people opposed to me

to what It
he sald, ‘the people who
of
fluence.” | nsked him who they were,
he likely during
the next week 1 would be approached

ifferent pow was

montl nEgoO,

ire pEalnst you now are men in

and sald that very

by two men and asked to resign. 1
asked him who these two men were
Hoe sald they would probably be Alex

Martin and Charlle Moore
I went to Portland within a day or

two, and upon my return my father
told me that Martin and Moore had
munde thelr proposition to him
I was pstounded that any set of
men In this county could pretend to
have control of the grand jury, or
that such an oulrageous proposition
could be placed before any man I
did not know whether or not the pre-
tentlons of Martin and Moore were
based upon fact I knew, of course
that D, V. Kuykendall, former district
ittorney, who had iInitiated the pro
teedings agalnst the county court be
e the present grand Jury, was nt
Lorne for the Firat National bank,
nil indled the personal business of
tiy nd Moore; but [ could not
q birh I elf to belleve, and |1
not no bring myself to belleve
that ¢ ml of the nd I
| thi 1
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ning to end ittt nothing that
uld ho clearly the motive by
hind this plan, where certaln persons

|'|.'l|!l| that they can move the whoeld
of Justice to wolfiah
purposes and inluence the netions of

it thelr own

nogrand Jury of this county,

“Much ng 1 dislike to indulge In

porsonalities, I feel that the situntion

I so serious apd wcute that It s my
phndn duty to the people and to myself
Lo uncoaver far n ponnibile  the
workings and methods used by & cel
tnin set of men W acceomplish thelr
Huancinl end
Since Janunry 1, 1900, a period of
proacileally two yeurs and one month,
I hnve served you o the public cupe
of county Judgs Pruring that time |
ave tried to do the two things | con
tructed to do, pccording to the terms
ol my ngrocinent with you, nnmely, to
bulld n new court house on Lhe I
upon which It s now belng erected,
and Lo conntruct g rovdl During
that time | have endeavored 1o con
duct  the Ol long busine Hke
U and In oo manner Intended to
promote the dignity of the offiee In
wecordan with the dignity attaehed
tis t by the law I hnve iMered
much criticism and abune ipon the
part of Individuals and ellgue whio
nre opposed to the pollels ol the
county court, From time me varl
Ous mntter Nave Dy | | th
the taxpiayers In open lotters from the
county court, and It has been done
In an entirely lmpersonally manner,
in the hope that the anlmosities and
the prejudice and t) hate which
wrose aver the chol of location of
the new court house might o tme b
eradicated and forgotten and n larg
mujority of thow Ing In  the
county Iu imited In n nmon «ffort
Lo promots thi pul He good
It weun however, that th muich
deslred condition cannot be attalned
and that there are certaln Individual
in Klnmath county who will never b
itinfled until either by falr means or
foul, rule or ruln, they once Mmore K
cure control of the county affalrs

For that reason, and due to that con
ditlon, n certaln clique of |l|'lllr|l‘ has

continued to promote the circulation

of reports reflecting upon and intend-
od to Injure the county court,

“It In quite natural that a part of
the resldents of any county should not
be sulted with the administeation of
Itw afMulr I belleve that never In
Klamath county has there been a time

when all the people were pleased with

any administration In discussing the
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As slgnified In our laat letter to you

there are certaln people in Klamath
tounty who have not yet given
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there Is a plan on foot to remove the
of

two

ip the
shall
that

the new

erected on the Ite
tructure n
the old
of the can
removed from oflice, or recalled

coples
book let

throughout

W in Cours:

erection

Lo providing mem
hers

present county court

I'nder date of February 3
of tha
form

the

grand Jury report in

have been malled
Certaln Individuals have
this
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county

taken upon themselve to have
report printed at considerable
il
it will prejudice the minds
ple and pave the
recall of Mr, Merrill and myself

‘It Is also belleved to be a fact that

everal of

und spre broadeast in the hope that

of the peo-

WAaY Tor a suces ful

the large timber owner in

the county are back of the move, and

are contributing to a fund of $4,000
which s sald to have been subsceribed
by some of the slgners of the above
mentioned letter and some other In-
dividuals whiose names do not appear,
to be used In defraying the cost of
bringing about the recall of two mer
bers of the county court, A report i3
in circulation that Mr., Silas Oben-
chain, one of the signers of the lett
the recall candidate for county
Jund g
Hy looking over the glgnntures of
the anbove letter we find that the first
Alex Martin and Fred Mel
I oll nown f t ol
" y lemen are pre nt
f two of the Inrgest financial Instita
int Mr. M t'n
i N nk CEROT
nty bank) nl
' \merican Bank
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| meml el I
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| [ Inds eve 106
| h n b in v th
| I il nd thousand I
11 have ndd there to be disbur
ol ! i L urer of the count h
ject 1o the orders of the eouvpty conrt
You will remember that the 62,00
I housg nd v depoaited with
the American DBank and Trast compa
ny while the contentions snd leFal en
tanglements of the court house con-

It hasg been
quite a nice thing “or any bank to be-
the Minds,
for long, long yvears these two

troversy were golng on,

coOme depository of these

and

banks have beon the reciplents of
ueh favor by the people of Klaniath
county Fhey have pald no interest
for the mopey committed to thelr care
wnd of course have been permittod to
lonn t) money o the taxpayers al
the rate of 10 per cent In other
i L I o pald Interest Lo bor
FOW YOut nomoney, al o good, sub
tantlal rate i
It in a well known faet that the
power ol monoey | O great that Lhe
ramibcatlons of the InNuence of Nnan
Clanl lnstitutions extend In so many dl
I ons Lhint mine ul our ILizens are
L times | ed to borrow, and are di
rectly under the influence of these It
titutions, nnd are many times com
pelled to so shape thelr conduct In
private and political afMulrs us to mee!
the will and the desire wind the ap
proval of the people whom they owe
o il W man Indebted to
thoese Institutions, should he be hold
ng a position In a publ ipacity, |
more or e perfore of clreum
tance vnenable to thelr desire I
dang powition anl ono
hicel hould not be tolerated oy the
people of any community
IFherefore, It Is to be deplored that
Muossr Martin and Melhase should be
iIdentified with a movement to dis
pense with the present county court
It would look much better had they,
during the past two years, and were
they now, trying to a Ist the court
n bringing about something good for
the public welfare Instead of that,
they have In every way possible, in
terfered with whatever the court at- |
tempted to accomplinh They have,
by thelr recommendations, acts anda
nttuence, depreciated the value of
ounty warrants and discredited the
county court In every possible way
that lay within thelr power

I want to speak of all the things
which have had an effead or bearing
upon the situation at lssue; and 1 de-

ire to say right here that | am sorry
that Mr. Alex Martin signed that let-
ter In which It Is attempted to pave
the
I do not

himself

way for recall, for the reason that
that would lend
A move. 1
say at the outset In discussing Mr
Martin, that |
friend
to asslst nim and his relatives at

belleve he

to such wan: to
have always been his
I have gone out of my way

his

OWN request Personally, I have ul-
vays liked him, and belleve that he
hns numerous friends In Klamath
county who like him as well l'here

no question but what there are men
here whom he has assisted in tlines
past; and Mr. Martin, | say with n
fevling of regret, for he is now past
i4 years old, and has already lived
longer than the time allotted to man

three score years and ten—and, of

having amassed a fortune

COUrse,
now lives in the past,
What can there be in Mr, Martin's

mind relative to the future? What can

his plans be any further than to con-
erve his own interests in what may
eem to him to be the best possible
way for the short time he has to live?
Consequently, Mr. Martin would not
be a sultable person to direct the af-
fairs of the county; nelther would
any man under his dominance be fit-
ted to do so, for the reason that Mr
Martin will never live to see the im-
provements that you and 1 desire
For years*and years of his life has

n given to the gathering of money,

to conserving and to loaning it out;
and 1 do not believe that his judg-
ment, centered by life-long habit to
this narrow scope of financial activity,

qualified to pass upon whether
hlamath county {8 properly managed

because the county court has seen fit

to spend some and to

plish much needed improvements, and
v

Mmaoney accom-

to go Into debt for the same in the
only way it was possible to do so. Mr
Martin's attitude as president of the
financial Institution which he repre
ont hould not have a great deal of
welght with people who are progres
Ive
I'hen, too, he has been connected
fo ong vears with an enterpr
which | in many instances dictats
il | i of Klanmath count nit
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nre v great that, should
| rmitted to get in control of
0 tuntion at this time, how do we
know but what they would do ns they
vie nlwavs done in the past? In oth
or words, looking back over the his
tory of the county, where has any-
thing been done, outside of one ad-

ministration, except that accomplish-

ed by the present county court? When

Lufors ure n permanent roiad
bullt W ¢ 1 posk about 1
thing | 0 and t ¢ i r e
i ] ntt ternle most em
] Lthat L 1 tence of Mr
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nected th the First Natlonal ban
I Il your attention Lo lew
fact I have ex ed In Klama
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he 1 ho have ved here daring
that 1 ‘ Il readlly recognlze
(he trut I'o the people and neweor
citizen who have come nee
time, | beg you to d carefull
you may know some of the nditiog
leadiy Lo the pre tu
NI t Natlor san the
oulg Ll f the Klamath Count
nk I nded and for e
and ha first place of b I f
Ll 1 | b tore near the bridg
“r Link Rive When the writ
first t Klamath ounty Ll
most active part of Klamath Fall
Was In the vicinity of the bridgs Th
most Important busine was done
there, and It was the political as well
a8 the commercial center of Klamath
county Mr. Alex Martin and Mr. (
o Moore have been assoclated in
busine for many year n what |s
known as the “old brick store They
are now large factors and heavy stock

First
Bettling In the west end

holders In the Natlonal bank

of town and
having thelr business

Interests there,

It was, of course, a difficult matter for

|them to reallze that Klamath Falls
could ever grow In any other direc-
tion—that the business center could

ever gravitate away from their own
prbperty. From the conduct of their
affairs since they have lived here. one
would be led to belleve that they nev-
thought that Improvement
could occur In the east end of town,
and that no investment of a perma-
nent could be profitable in
:lil:ml:nh Falls; or that they simply

er any

nature

twanted to stay here unti! they could

|
make as much as money as they could

and then leave the country
“For years Messrs Martin & Moore
conducted a general store in the old

|brick store bullding near the river,
with practically no competition, and
{the purchaser could pay the price or
not, just as The class of
building which they did is evidenced
by the coastruction of the additions
to the old brick store and the Lake-
ide Inn. They never constructed in
i permanent manner.

“In the old days the brick store was

h“ l'llli.‘-l’

always the political center of Klamath |

county. Under the old convention sys-
tem, tickets were made and nominat-

ed there before the convention met.
and for years and years it was a
standard saying in Klamath county

that if any man wanted office he must
first the consent of the brick
store Politics of the style whicn
have led to the adoption of our pres-
ent primary In VORU«
then, and only since that time has it

secure

System were
been that these men and their influ

ence have not dominated Klamath
county,

Looking back through the history
of that period extending over twe nty
Years, you can find nowhere in the
county where a quarter of a mile of
permanent road was constructed
here is no evidence of any expendi-
on the part the that
accomplished anything permanent

“"Looking over the city of Klamat!

ture of county

Falls, where can we find any public
building or improvement of a
nent

perma

nature have been mads
men? It is

now rebuilding the old First National

which

by these true they are

nk building at the corner of Fourth
id Main streets If they are prac
i\ men and comperent to do pobid
vork (the new court : ’
ple) it is not evidenced by thi
n they doing on t
ld For instance,
now 1
od \
1 1 w Loy
t will 1 o1 for t
L it is not 1 i to do
rk as that.
Mr. . 8. Moore wa nterested in
the Klamath Falls Light and Wates
ny, and afterwards acquired
to it Many old residents will
remember that when this company
wis organized the town of Klamath
Falls was induced to subscribe $10,
noo towards its construction. The
first construction of water mains on
Main street consisted of old second-

hand, leaky pipe, which the company

had later to keep up and replace

when compelled to do so by the city ness of the county need cause no one

of Klamath Falls. Heavy rates were 45y worry, for the reason that it [[]
charged for light and water, which small compared to its valuation. With
the people of Klamath Falls pald for almost a $17,000,000 tax roll the
Years general fund indebtedness of $3567,-
When the reclamation of lands In 000 In round numbers mentioned im
Klamnth count [ naugurated by the grand jJury report ls a mere bag-
the governt eral ird ago one atelle. The amount which any single
of the plar I ¢t a ditch taxpayer would be compelled to pay,
from the Upper Lake to Keno, Cer- jn case of its ligquldation, would be
taln agrecment ntered Into very amall, A county with this show-
with the owns tor riparian rights ing could afford to go in debt a mil-
ilong the r 1 1 lit was llon or a million and a half dollars,
LAt g Ml listance and still be within good busineass
Lo grant to the Moore lines. A corporation with the valua-
plant on the e T on of Klamath county would not
Any furthe ed, and tate to go In debt seven or eight
al & later dats N ®OMme Wi ontin- ' millions, and perhaps more than that.
tion of the t ) Keno 18 aban hi safe discussion for the reason
doned that the assessed valuations in Klam-
I'he fa t ' have th count Aire very low That being
PR ars and e, I these bar had stood
o T vV 1 ¢ onstre tion I the county court, as in a coms-
ut the rate of §3 per acre per year. All |munit th normal conditions gov-
the cout ‘ ib- |erning the attitude of the banking In-
bing to ti f | | on [terests toward the general welfare of
to d » until each $30 per the taxpayers, we could have domne
e} heer Later this power evVerything we have done and kept our
plant wa te the t OwWner warrants at par.
Culif ()r n Power compa In eca where ‘:l:'l'l:l’ji'i came
f for a presumably large m of (from outzlde institutions to the home

In the meantime, Mr., Moore banks from sources in which we were
Mr

tructing a

mr :Il-'-'
inetion with placing our paper at par, very unsat-

wsfactory recommendations were gent

in con)
of Portland, cor

Selling
large

bullding In the heart of the business bLack. How nlce it would have been
district of that city. Binece the pur-|if all the interests could have workad
chase of the light and water com pany |together and the banks at home could
by the California-Oregon Power com-  have stood by us—the banks which
pany they have invested large addi- | were holding the county's actual cash

funds and profiting by the interest ac-
crulng to them while so deposited—
what a splendid showing the county
could have made, even though com-
to its im-
;prn'."-ms-nts. As It is, everything the
| present county court has accomplish-
|ed has been done in the face of a per-
people of Klamath county are indebt- [Bicious opposition on the part of those
ed to Mr. Martin or to Mr, Moore or |%ho are now openly seeking to re-
to any of their alliances in any way, (Mmove us from office, having falled to
nd that I do not believe that it WrJuMi”" our hands or stop the work we
|be wise to let either them or thelr |have begun.
|representatives secure in any way the| ‘‘The recall petition is the last re-
management of the county's affaira. |sort open to the opposition to the pol-
Because, in times past, some have se- | icles of the present county court. Ob-
lcured loans from these banks is no|stacles of various kinds have been
favor; you had to put up the security | placed in our way at every step we
for the betterment of
case you had not been able to pay you irf;ar!s or the building of the new court
| would have been forced to pay. You house upon the site in the Hot Springs
were simply buying the use of so|tract. Intrigues too deep for the light
{much money for a certain time at a ;or day to penetrate to the bottom have
certain price, and, as suggested above, ensnared our every step toward pro-
that is a very pertinent reason why Igrc,-m;iou. and, after going to the haz-
these men should not have control of lardous undertaking of claiming to be
-'publlc affalirs, because of the fact that lable to influence a grand jury to pro-
[so many people become indebted to |ceed or halt in its duty, the financial
them that they would be at times al- [powers have put forth a tentative step
most forced to do their wills. ito sway public sentiment of the voters
“You will perhaps remember that |of Klamath county into a frame of
Mr. Martin maintains his home in mind to receive a recall petition with
|California and is a citizen of Califor- | Willing ears. It is our belief that the
‘nia, merely retaining his interests in |men in Klamath county who have so
the bank in Klamath Falls. He is not |long felt these unseen influences and
a registered voter in this county, and Kknown the selfish ends to which their
not on the jury list or eligible thereto | every effort has been directed, will
in Klamath county. |see the danger to their own welfare in
“There is another thing which [ the working out of the plans of those
'would like to mention, and that {s Who are promoting the proposed re-
| hat Mr. Martin is a very heavy holder f""” election on the two members of
|the county court. We have stood our
tground in fighting for the money to
make road improvements; we feel
that we have done our duty up to the
present time, and have no fear of the
result of a fair fight on a recall. When
the people of Klamath county say
they wish us to surrender our charge
back to them, we will gladly do so.
But we will not resign at the demand
of any two men who say they can di-
rect a verdict of the grand jury at
their pleasure,
WILLIAM 8. WORDEN.

tional sums of money, In¢ reaging their
investment substantially for the pur-
of service, and
have made two reductions in the price
of water and light since their acquire-
ment of the property.

[HBe affording

better

pelled Issue warrants for
“l mention these things simply to
show that 1 do not believe the

You

or you would not have got it, and in| have made

in the concern of Harris & Co., con-
crete workers, in Klamath Falls. Ha:-
ris & Co. has done a large amount of
work for Klamath county during the
pust two years. During the last sea-
gon in which Mr, Martin has been in-
terested, they built the abuttments
for the Bonanza bridge, also a large
concrete bridge in the adiacent vicin-
ity, and the foundation for the new
court house on the Hot Springs tract.
This was completed late in the fall,
and it was our determination to throw
this work to local firms and local la-

bor, and keep our money at home as | S —————
much as possible. 1 am sure Mr., Mar- Tom Richardson was in the county
tin was glad to get this business, and seat Wednesday from his ranch ia
appreciated it at the time, and 1 can North Poe Valley.
testify that the work done by Harris
& Co., was first class in every particu- J. Walter Call of Medford is here to
lar But Mr. Martin knew at that call on the grocery trade.

that the county court had been | e as——— 8

spending money—knew that it stood |
or progression and for

but never a word did he say or ad-

Surmmons
In the Circuit Court of the State of
Oregon, for Klamath County.

improvement

vice did he give relative to the affairs Mary L. Morse, Plaintiff,
the county being in bad shape. Hq¢ V&,

vith his share of t John P. Morse, Defendant.

t 80 long as busine Wi I'o John P’. Morse, the Above-Named
coming his way. In this he « Defendant

ndiy ol th ¥ n the M of the State of Oregon:
dealings; and 1 mention You are hereby summoned to ap-
merely as a matter to show thatl pear and answer the complaint filed In
or personal interest p ibove entitled sult within six
a very large bearing weeks after the blieation of
no 1 n 1 t n the Klamath Repub-
1 ' 1 vou 1 take
e two ¢ 1 v t 1 1 1l to a ind
1 b Ly court we : I d thin sald time, the
1 i\ nt thereof, will apply
ntitled urt for the re-
thin when we y complaint filed
: : to-wit For a d oo of
1 this court foraver diszolving t onds
| 8 which of matrimony existing between the
r road nditions and plaintiff and the defendant, and for
4 i Lie for properly hand- gsych other and | ther rellef as to

v rapldly growing the court mav seem meet.
I i elty It was imperative This summons is published pursu-

that improvements be made, and there ant to the order of the above entitled

was no way to secure money except by court made on the 13th day of Feb-

direct taxation; so we went into debt

ruary, A. D, 1913, and the first publi-
the only way we could, and that by cation thereof Is made in the Klamath
the warrant route. If these large Republican newspaper on February
financial institutions at home had 13, 1913,

KUYKENDALL & FERGUSON,
Attorneys for Plaintiff,
13-20-27-6-13-20-27

stood back of us and had helped us|
keep up the value of warrants, they |
would today be at par. The indebted- |




