
Ihiildiog of KImiiuiIIi County Court 
House Is Made Ilio Subject of it l.et- 
iec to the I’liblii—The Herald is 
Ailoideil opportunity for the First 
Time to I’reseiil First Altswer to 
I lie < liurges

<

In u fourth open letter to the pub­
lic, Judge Worden for the Klamath 
county court answers the recent crit­
icism <d the grand Jury concerning 
lh« contract for steel for the new 
court house. I he letting of the con 
truel lo the Northwest Bteel company 
of Portland 
the details 
given.

Ilelerring
report iclutive to the expenditures un­
der liie head of "Court House Refer- 
ames", alter having treuled the ques­
tion of attorneys' fees In our lust Id­
ler. we now come to the second un 

head, of the letting of th ■ 
new

as

is defended, and all of 
<d the transaction urs

ugnili i<> th« gründ jury

for the steel In the 
aud the exact imiguugi» Ih

»tee I

■J

der tbnt 
coulruct 
building, 
follows

"in letting the contract for 
for the new county court house, the 
bld of the Northwest Hteel company, 
$31,8O<> oo, wn.. act opted. There was 
offered u bld by the Pacific Rolling 
.Mills company, $15,tt67.oo, all f- o. b. 
Klamath Fulls, yet for the lllmay rea­
son tbnt u lew Weeks of winter weani- 
er could be saved by a promised ear­
lier delivery, tin- county court favored 
th« Northwest Hteel company ut a 
of .6,UP to tile taxpayers

I he Northwest Hteel coiapuuy 
also allowed to substitute inferior
turlid, which was not even mentioned 
to other bidders, who. If they had 
been allowed equal opport unit» might 
have bid still lower, und ou short 
lime.

rout

was
mu •

4

/

"From what we have seen and 
heard wi- have been led to believe Him 
tlie county court is planning to put a 
great deal more money Into the new 
court house than we call afford, und 
Intends to build ii much more elabor­
ate und expensive building than is at 
all necessary or proper for a small 
and debt ridden (ouniy like Klamrtli 

We cannot afford to spend from 
$850.Odo to $:iuu ,uuu for a rourt 
house, and would moat strongly rec­
ommend that no more than 41 • ••.”,,‘* 
to $200.000 cost for building and 
equipment should be expended for 
that purpose Hhould the county 
court be led by its desire for dlspl.W 
und love of spending money continue 
work on the mon expensive struc­
ture, then all work on the «our’ ho'is- 
should be enjoined until such time H* 
we have a county iourt with n < r« 
common sense and business judg­
ment.

"Our Judgment 
» lit county court I
the new building will not be • 
cd for $30(1,000.’*

The county court prior to 
ting of the contract for tlie • 
the new court house, received 
lowing blds, through its nrchltei ‘ and 
builder In Han Francisco:

Parlilc llolling Mill» company, ma­
lt. $11- 
lellvery
ti <dll|> * bl 

on J

[spread upon the minutes of tlie coun 
1 ty court;

'"I iiIh mutter coming on (ills duy to 
be lii'iird when tlie court reccivnd und 
opened tlie hid» whlt'ii had bet n sub­
mitted, and utter due consideration 
passed Hie following resolution, and 
awarded tlie contruct for same us fol­
lows, to wit: Whereas the county 
court of l<In 111 itlti county In regular 
h< »HI on, all members hdng present, 
have duly und freely exumlned and 
compared tlie variouH IiIiIn submitte'i 
for tlie steel to be used In the new 
Klnniatii county court house, we have 
tills duy awarded to Hi« Northwest 
steel eouipauy of Portland, Oregon, 
tin contract for same, as after taking 
• vciything Into consideration, their 
bld hcciiih to us to lie tin- one best 
suited to the Inmiedlut« construction 
of Hi« liulldlng, Hine« Hi« court d«»lrts 
lo use the amount of money now on 
Land for construction purpose tlUx 
Henson. Wlille their hid Is slip.illy 
higher than two other» submitted, we 
kuow the firm uud know that they 
liuve tin- stock tlicir yard» and (an 

ittiitke immediate delivery, and w« be­
lieve it Ii best for the taxpayers aud 
nil coiicerued to award them tills cor,- 
lisct."

It 1» n difficult matter to purchase 
steel and secure It when you want it. 
In nil large l>ulldlngH in till» city tin- 
Hti-cl contracts ar« iiHunlly handled by 
Hi« Individual himself, und ordered 
from I (»<i to 120 days before the con 
Huci for tlie balance of th« building 
Is made. At the time the contract for 
IIiIh steel * uh let. the steel mnrki-i 
throughout tin- I’nited Htatc» waw 
over sold, and there was only on« firm 
on tlie coast which had a complete 
stock und could fill the order for till» 
Hteel Beginning ahoul May, 1912. 
tin- di tir nd for Htructurul steel In- 
cre.iKcd wonderfully, reaching within 
a short space of three months, by 
September I, 1912, a point where th« 
iiiIIIh that wcr« formerly »hipping ou 
two to three tnonthH notice were re- 
ftiHlng to book orders for delivery 
»bort of seven to nine months Tlr* 
situation grew gradually worse, until 
in December there could tic no mills 
found which would entertain specifi­
cations for plain muterlal short of th« 
third or fourth quarter of 1913.

You will note that - n the bid» v 
are submitted lit th« above ’1st < 
v‘e have two blds from flan Fratu
on« from th« Brod« Iron Works and 
the other from th> t'aclfic Rolling 
Mills company. You will note that 
these blds are both f. o. b. Han Fran­
cisco. that part of the blds In which 
they propose to furnish the steel from 
tlu- East on Indefinite dcllvi 1 name­
ly, th« Bail fie Rolling Mills company 
tor $11,157, und the Brode Iron 
Works for $12,285, were disregarded 
entirely/ knowing as we did the con­
dition of the steel market. Hie Indefi­
nite time tbnt would bi* consumed In 
its manufacture, its transi 'rtatlon 
from Feiinsj Ivunia. which might be 
lic< essary, and even nfter that Its fab 
r¡cation In San Francisco, 
us In a position where till: 
Imps would not be secured 
time late In 1918. You

hich 
that 
I»*, o,

s timi If th»’ priH- 
left unrestrained, 

O'lllllct ■

fact no firm In Hun Francisco bus any 
slock unyvybeiH wiiica will •io.>>-n 
with that of tl.e North wi 1 bl. >1 to n 
puny of Portland. At the lime the 
contruct was lei for tlx new limit 
house with tin- Northwest ..t<*i com 
puny our Infoi million gm >1 lo show 
Hint neither the llrode Iron Work- 
nor the Pnciilc Rolling Mills company 
hud Hiilllclent stock on bund, nor »a- 
there enough steel In the city of Han 
Francisco to fill this contract. The 
only way limit hey could have done it 
wus to Imve secured It from some one 
else, very llki-ly from the East. Even 
tlo- Judson Manufti luring company, 
from w hich wi- had no bld, and one of 
the largest firms In Han Francisco, 
does not carry on bund sufficient steel 
to put up a one-story building For 
example, there wum one Instance 
which occurred In Klumath Falls; 
which made us suspicious of the 
llrode Iron Works, and that was that 
six ordinary lintels to be taken from 
stock were ordered for the Northwest 
ern building at the corner of Pine and 
Esplanade, and these perrple were 
over six weeks In shipping these few 
lintels, which did not weigh over six 
tons, and the work on tlo- Northwest­
ern building had to be stopped pend­
ing the arrival of this steel The same 
was not caused by delay In transpor­
tation. but by the fact that the llrode 
people did not ship or were unable to 
ship. The Pacific Rolling MUI compa­
ny Is of about the same Importance 
us the Judson Manufacturing compa­
ny. Whatever orders come they roll 
out, and when It comes to a building 
the size of the new court house thev 
will not furnish it except they 
given time to make 
buy It from the East, 
entered Into contract 
might perhaps have borrowed o’­
bought the steel piece by piece from 
other firms or localities to supply the 
order We, however, were not favor­

ably Impressed, and did not wish to 
' tie ourselves up In a deal of this kind 
'and feared that we would be subject­
ed 
and delay, 
fayed bv litigation through the 
cult and supreme courts for several 
months, and we wanted to get star'ed 
and get something done and get the 
court house fund 
Into the building
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title toast.
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tauson that it gives us 
ompuiis n he have

until h 
will | 

where they agree to furnish the h 
from what stock they have In 

have the same to fab 
thcl raddlttonal price 
$3.000. Taking then 

the Eastern mill -.
• .if iy as last M.

niu-

i'roni 
$13,- 
to 60

Fall». no delivery promised

Bridgi- company, f. <•■ b., 
Falls, no delivery promised,

noti
mti-i-
Han

be ascertained, and we 
to tie ourselves up In • 
people who might dit­
at any rate might delav

< 'oils» ’¡l.*lll-

terlal to be 
I 57.00 f <>. 
UH folloWH 
from the East. 30 days for trnnxlt 
35 dnys for fabrication;

Pacific Rolling Mills company,
tcrlnl taken from stock In Han Fran­
cisco and shipment to be commenced 
lii tlo day», f <»■ b. Han Franclacv. 
$13,1 157 00;

Pacific Rolling Mills company, for 
erection of st«el, $5,143.00.

Brode iron Work», material to be 
ordered fro mtlie East, rind indefllilt’' 
delivery, $12.285.00;

llrode Iron Work», material 
local »lock In Han Francisco, 
370.00; delivery to begin In I *• 
days, f. o. b. Han Francisco.

Northwest Bteel company, iellviry 
to commei.ee wllliln 15 days and to 
be completed within 45 days, $21,- 
8011.00, f. o. Ii. Klamath Falls.

Coast Bridge company, Portlnnd, 
delivery to commence In 2o days und 
be completed In 50 day», $22.100.00, 
f. o. Ii. Kin tout l> FiiIIh

Milwaukee Bridge company, f. o. b.. 
Kin unit h 
$22,840.

Alins 
Klamath 
$24,500.

The above Ih ii clear und concise 
Htatement of the terms and condition» 
of the IiIiIh uh tlit>y appeared to the 
county court at the time the nelection 
of the Hteel wnn made. At the outset 
let me Hiiy that Hie county court him 
the right by law to select any Interme­
diate bld mid to reject all other bids, 
If In I!h Judgment the Intermediate 
bld appear» to be an advantage to the 
taxpayer» in the way of better ma­
terial, quicker delivery und tlie con­
cern from which the material Ih pur-
cliaHed Ih more reliable and responsi-i 
tile. On the day that the contract wan 
signed with the Northwent Hteel com­
pany, nfter due conHidcrntlon of all
bld», the following reaolutlon wbh little ntock of steel on hand, mid It'

Francisco, they 
riditi* and that 
was practically 
the Itlllitlon will 
where even as

ptember last, knowing Hint tin 
large Eastern mills .vere refusing (•» 
book orders for dellveri short of sei 
1 n to nine months, and adding to this 
the *■*» lo 9(i days which i( mis! 
lake for transportation mid fabrica­
tion, It looked as though it might 
perhaps be 11 year before anything 
dulllilte could 
did not desire 
contract with 

' appoint us, or
us in our construction
ly, 11s we said before, we ref iscd to 
l< rat'd these bids and ('onsldered <>n!y 
those concerns which could stipplv >is 
Pom the Pacific coast. You will note 
also Hint tlielr blds were f. o. Ii San 
F’lilicisco, and that the freight should 
I« ■ nded thereto In order to compare 
with tlie prices from I’orHiind firms 
submitted f. o. Ii 
ll'clglil oil these 

|il’« hhmi* between
Klanmtli Falls 

¡Klamath Falls, 
Taking then 

San Francisco 
I’Hclfic Rolling 
Kin ninth Full» 
around the su mof $18,157, Instead of 
$16,667, ns suggested In the above 
mentioned report, and according *0 
these figures by accepting tin* lild oi 
$21,806 the county court paid 11 *if- 
ference of about $3,649 more than the 
bld of the Pacific Rolling Mill >m 
liitiy, with a quick and a specific con 
tinct uh to delivery and a cei*>ari 
knowledge ns to th« 1 llnhllltv of the 

icompany witli who mil was dealing
After looking up tlie Brode Iron 

Work» In San Francisco we found It 
lo be 11 Hiniill firm, with n small stocl- 
and small place of business. Their 
principal work 1» furnishing linters 
for buiiilliigH that only require a very 
stiutll amount of steel. They have a

Klamath Falls-, tlie 
commodities ’>< itu. 
San Francis, and 

and Portland and 
amounting to $5,U00. 
the bidH of the two 

firms, the bid of the 
Mills company f. o. h 
would mean in and

a chance for 
erected this 
the employ- 

I incut to our o»u unskilled home 
..uoi, uuui.i luc guidance oi our su- 

| ,-ei ihieiiueul, Mr. H. E. Angliu. 
!..a»e to u. i< nt. i« u lu5 tous of 
at a cost of 41,•».>».85. You will 
mat Ibis is ut un approximate cost of 
tin per ton, done uy home labor, and 
the money 1» kept at home. No out­
side him in tl.e business of placiug 

.sliUclural sleet could have undertak­
en it loi les» Iumji 418 per ton if they 
nad wanted to do toe work at cost. 
You ask the question why,’ aud 
is toe answer. There Is only one 
to look at things, and that is 
actual lad» in the case. The firm 
bid ou this steel is ati outfit 
erects In ban I- rancisco.
tueir legular engines, hoists aud pow­
er plants for doing the work. In the 
first place they would have had to 
ship an expensive equipment to 
Klamath Falls to accomplish the 
same. You ail remember the bole., 
engines and riveting machines you 
have heard in both Portland aud San 
Francisco on your visits there. HucL 
an outfit would have had to been 
snipped to Klamath Falls by the 
same company. The 
tural steel workers is 
$7 for the foreman, 
worker will stay on
onimon laborer or carpenter has any­

thing to do with the handling of the 
steel, if tiiey do and the union finds 
it out, each and everyone will be fined 
$50, hence, If an outside firm had 
been employed to erect this Job, every 
man employed would

be a reproach to us, nor to you. There­
to»«, 
best 
lion, 
into 1 
gone.

"When 
oartlcutar things are done, 
foundation which would hold a twen­
ty story building, it has sufficient steel 
frame to hold tons and tons of oroa- 
su:e The jail In the roof is com­
posed of the cells and iron cages 
needed exceptionally strong materl-il 
to hold the same, consequent** we 
ile'-ided that we would rather you 

i wot id criticise now for perhaps pay­
tug a little more than you thoug.K 
we ought, than rot you to tell u» in 

.five or ten years that we had made a 
mistake in construction, and that we 
were ‘penny wise and pound foolish,’ 
for then it would be too late to rem­
edy the defect. We feel that we can 
stand absolutely upon everything that 
Las been done thus far toward the 
construction of this building. We 
would be glad to have you go through 
and see for yourself. Don't depend 
upon what"any body else says about it, 
but go and look it over, see the foun­
dation, see the material, and then go 
into headquarter and look over the 
plans, look into all the details, ask the 
superintendent of construction all the 
questions you wish, and satisfy your- 

-lf whether the county court is right 
or wrong.

"We will construct this building 
only once, 
hand and 
-on.ething 
a iiich you
ti:< va- of repairs for a hundred 
years. This can be done for a reas­
onable amount of money, and it Is not 
oar plan to be extravagant or spend 
more money than we should. We 
mink the grand jury is absolutely 
right in that it says we cannot afford 
to spend from $250,000 to $300,000 
for a court house. Their recommen­
dation that we stay within a limit of 
from $150,000 to $200,'>00 is reason­
able and just. The building which 
v. e are constructing will cost com­
plete $165,000. It will be class A in 
every particular, and s< mething you 
will be proud of, and one that will 
stand the test of storms nd time one 
in which the records of Klamath 
county will be safe, and one that you 
can point to with pride during the re­
mainder of your natural life. This 
building will stand on its foundation 
long after we are gone. Future gen­
eration will use it aud be proud 
it, and we who are constructing 
now will in after years rejoice.

"We have in the construction 
this building in many ways kept our 
own counsel, perhaps we have not 
^aid enough about it. but we want to 
: assure you that there will be no ex­
travagance therein, nothing but plain, 
m: ive, substantial work. We re­

egret very much that the Oregon law is 
[such that we must stand the burden 
ourselves. If we could do like coun­
ties in other states do. bond ourselves 
for these improvements, and let the 
future generations who are going to 

'enj- the same as well as we help 
stand the burden, it would be much 
better. But there is only one way to 
do it, and that is to do it by direct 
taxation. We are spending the money 
now which has been tied up in the 
bank during the last three years, 
when our people were fighting over 

$1> per ton, we will have saved in this court bouse proposition. We 
¡the neighborhood of $l,6ou. Thm have made sufficient levy for the com-

eel ouia.e>»es, giving
we have sought to put only the 
material, the best of construo 
and

this
the best of workmanship 

structure, so far as it has

ditmiiH liiiougiioul 
I UUueisluiaU tout 
i.u»e oiueicu over 
(tud immense equipux ut ¡11 otuer hue •
t*Uu h ut pel haps 1» one gteat leason 
»> by Lae market 1» ovei-sold at lu.» 
time. Al auy rate, we were very tor- 
lunate in having such a eouceiu as 
ti.u Northwest bteel company In Port­
land.

Dur representative who visited 
them after the contract was let states 
as follows: "I believe they have the 
largest stock of steel I ever saw In 
my life. It was cetlainiy enormous. 
They had a yard practically as large 
as the court bouse square here, and It 
wart piled up with steel beams, gird­
ers, channel . ___ ___ ___,____
I »•- Hie best equipment for handling 
¡•••-•'I I believe that It was ever mv 
pleasure to visit.”

An an example In comparison to 
the Incident of the lintels In the 
Northwestern building, I am ph-axed 
to mention one In which the result» 
were directly the opposite. The 
Baldwin Hardware company ordered 
the steel for the new Melhase build­
ing from the Northwest Hteel com­
pany to be shipped at a certain date 
Eater some change was desired, and 
the Baldwin Hardware company tele­
graphed to delay shipment until the 
same could be accomplished. How­
ever. the steel had all been shipped, 
and the telegram arrived too late. 
This incident shows the difference in 
which some people do business. The 
Northwest Hteel Co. Is up to dale 
In every way, and has t;>e goods on 
5 "id, and we feel that we were tak­
ing absolutely no chance in the qual-
II of tlo sted, ill the workmanship brought here from the 
and the delivery, and our exjrerlence j xould have received $6 
so far has proven that we were right, 
r very beam, girder, angle and truss

.Is cut to fit, aud doe» til, aud there
'* I liar been in the work so far not a 

single Instance where a misfit hx-i oc­
curred. Herewith is a letter from our 
architect, Mr. B. <». McDougal! of 
Han Francisco, to the Northwest Steel I* ontrui tors would have to pay those 
company, showing his appreciation of (men their full wages.
tin transaction:

"November 26, 1912. 
•Northwest Steel Co.. Portland, Ote.

• Re Klamath County Court House» 
"Gentlemen- 1 have just returned 

from a trip to Klamath Faile and 
iavc seen the material, which you 
have shipped for the court house. I 
am writing this to inform you that 

!tl> work you have dftu lias pleased
I me greatly, and I should not expect 
to see a cleaner looking lot of »(eel 
werk than you have furnished for 
this building. As a rule, in my pro-[hours per day they get paid for two 
f< rsion, one finds more to complain hours work, and not one cent more 
of than to praise, and it is therefore [ The equipment that is used to erect 
r. great pleasure to me to inform you

II hat the work you have done is qi>- 
Ipredated. Y'ourx truly.

”B. <1. McDougall ”
These are in a general way the re-t­

ons why we paid the Northwest Steel 
company more money than we might 
have gotten the steel for some wbere 
else.

land 
1 half 
lias resulted therefrom, 
complished same witli ordinary labor, 
end have done it more cheaply in that 
capacity, 
time 
are 
<-iie 
the 
I'l.ilding for you, and we expect it o 
stand 15o years. It will be the rc- 
<e|«tacle for your records, and you 
want something which is fire proof lyOU see by the figures given imrnedi-1 >ng year to put up the walls, stone 
end absolutely safe. Therefore, we 
thought we would rather pay a littl»* 
more and absolutely take no chanc-- 
<>n the frame work. We know- that it 
is right, we know that you cannot g-> 
anywhere else in the world and buy a 
better job of steel than stands there 
today. There is no doubt about it. It 
Is not inferior in quality, it is the 
lest steel that can be manufactured, 
composed of the well known brands 
of Carnegie and Bethlehem, and is 
the medium steel made by the ">>pen 
hearth" or Bessemer process, and un­
der s|a*cltications which have been 
adopted by tlid Association of Amer- 
Kan Steel Manufacturers and the 
American Society of Civil Engineers.

Mr. Allen G. Ramsay, C. E.. mem­
ber of the A. S. of C. E., one of the 
best known engineers of San Fran- 
< isco, designed the structural steel f >r 
this building, and what tew changes 
were made were approved by him.

There w as no inferior material sub-1 the biggest and best brains on the 
stltuted. and every pound of steel it, Pacific coast. The county court is 
the building is strictly first class. not sufficiently capable to construct

"it is unquestionably true that ¡this building; none of us have had 
were we in the market for the court I experience along this line sufficient

irons, etc. They also

We 
steel 
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way 
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wages of »true 
$6 per day aia 
No union glee, 
a Job where a

his transportation both
-wages would 
| bonrdeu U.e 
[they arrived 
or Portland,
snowed one or two -eeks at a time, 
.and no one could possibly work, the

have been 
outside, and 
per day and 
ways.

begin from the 
train, and be 
again in San 
and even if it

Their 
time they 
due until 
Francisco 
rained or

Thus you sec 
l.why the Pacific Rolling Milla company 
was compelled to ask over $5,000 for 
the erection of this steel.

"Now, on the other hand, we have 
done this work ourselves, every man 
that is employed here spends Lis 
w ages here, aud in a numaer of cases 
pays taxes. There is a case or two 
where the wages are received are 
preventing them from becoming coun­
ty charges. The average wages paid 
on this steel erection is >2.50 per 
day, and if the men work only two

the steel is erected the most 
It has a

If you will give us a free 
tr st us we will get you 
for a reasonable price 

will not have to touch in

of
ir

of
the steel, while it is not the finest in 
the land, is

I posed of a 
geared that 
tons. This 
throughout
of the building.

-made by a well

practical and safe, com- 
breast derrick, and ao 
one man can lift four 
derrick
the

Sleet company look- 
the reason that it .s 
concern on tlie i’a- 

As early as .May of I'• 1 .
the demand und tl <• 
steel, they purchased 
tons, taking delivery a.» 
could get It, with I •«

result that last full when the ottier 
stocks on the Pacific coast were 
most entirely depleted they were 
gix.d Hhl'J-e to t ike (are of buslli- 
hurlng November and Dccemoei tl 
received letters and telegrams by­
store from shops in San Francln 
Seattle. Spokane, und even as 
¡•way as I .os Angeles, and shipped < 
quit nt It its to those cities 
nt the time we let this 
ste< I. positively no stock» 
sequence in Ban Franc!
Spokane or Vancouver, II. <’., outside 
of the Northwest Steel company, •Mid 
there are none now. The Northwest 
Steel company Itself ca,rles a stork 
• il Sail Francisco, but on October loth 
of Inst year It had on hand not a sin­
gle piece of the following sections, 
without which no building can b< 
constructed :

"I" beams, 6-lnch, 7-lnch, 8-ineh. 
9-lnch, 10-inch, 12-lncb. 15-inch, 18- 
incli.
only 
time 
I.eains. and only a 
those, 
angles and plates, which are used 
the manufacture of columns, al.-o for 
i ridges. The market is no better to­
day. It is greatly congested. At the 
present time it is entirely over-sold 
¡•lid under date of December 28, 1912, 
the l.ackawanna Steel company of 
Buffalo. NY, the Cambria Steel com­
pany of Johnston, Penn., and under 
date of December 3lst. the Pennsyl­
vania 
Penn., 
out of 
bridge 
or 1913.
prbmise will be the first quarter of 
1914. These concerns are among the 
largest in the United States. Infor­
mation from them Is reliable, and 
can lie ascertained by any person who 
desires to consult them. Bringing 
the matter nearer home, the Marshall 
Wells Hardware company of Portland. 
Oregon, says:

"Referring to your Inquiry in ref- house steel now we would have to pay | to superintend the construction; we [if the present county court could bu 
erenct to structural material, would even a higher price.” 
say that we will be unable to obtain Regarding the work in erecting the 
shipment of channels or ‘1’ beams for steel the letter reads: 
you within the next six or eight --you wri note |n the first part of 
months. As a matter of fact, the this article that we had one bid for 
mills with whom we recently placed the erection of steel, and that by the 
our order advise us that we cannot ¡Pacific Rolling Mill company, of $5,- 
expect shipment until the third quar. 143, for the erection of practically 
ter. ** * ‘

far 
out 

There were 
contract f

2<>-ineh, 24-lnch. In fact. th. 
b< mis it hud on hand at that 
were a few 4-inch and 

mall quantity
A like situation applied as

.'»-incl. 
of 
to
In

Steel company 
write that they 
the market on 
material during

Tlie best deliveries they can

of Steelton, 
are absolute’» 
quantities for 
the remainder

Yours truly,
"Marshall Wells Hardware Co.” 
is undoubtedly true that wereIt

we in the market for the court house 
steel now- we would have to pay even 
a higher price. This speaks very well

The steel is now- on the ground 
has been for some time. Ove • 
of it is erected, and no trouble 

We have ac-

We felt this way at the 
tills contract was let. that there 

two essentials to every building 
is the foundation and the other 
frame. We are erecting this

will be used 
entire construction 
An oifer has been 

known firm in this
icily to uuy it when it is no longer 
¡needed, if we are practically half 
• done, uud the worst half, at a cost o 
$1,058, we very likely will do the 

'other half for a little less money. At 
any rate, on a basis of $2,000 to $2,- 
100 for the erection of steel with 
home labor, we are going to save 
$3,000, as evidenced by the one bid 
we had on the steel construction. Tak­
ing it at the very lowest rate at which 
anybody could possibly think of it, or

ately above, we will save on the erec-^work, roof and rough the building in. 
jtion with home labor, practically M 
1 much as we have been accused of over
paying on the purchase of the steel.

"The original job was to be riveted, 
¡aud would have been so constructed 
iias un outside com ern done It. We. raise Jour taxes too high, 

j lio . < ver, wanted to erect it ourselves, quently, we must be content to stay in 
and the Northwest Steel eompau.. the present quarters until the new 

ui mute': ithout extra cost, bolti building is complete. There is. how­
to put the building together. Expel ever, great dauger to our records 
testimony says that the use of boltr from the present situation, and it is 

our idea that during the coming year 
if we can construct one vault in the 
new building with the money we now 
have on hand, to remove such records 
to tlie new quarters as are not now in 
U9e, to prevent their destruction in 
case of fire. If the records of Klam­
ath county should be destroyed $500,-

it cannot be completed until 1914 un­
less we can sell sufficient of the pres­
ent court house square to use therein. 
We are proceeding slowly with this 
work for the reason that we cannot 

Conse-

really makes a stronger construction 
than rivets. This change bad the ap­
proval of our architect, and the struc­
tural engineer who drew the plans.

"In the construction of this build­
ing you will have when we are don« 
one that you will be proud of; on. 
that will be regarded as the best in 
tlie state of Oregon outside of Port- i 000 could not replace them. This in 
land. There are back of it in its a way is the position relative to the 
plans and details of construction and |new court house, 
in the construction thereof, some of

new court nouse.
"There is another situation which 

asserts itself under the surface and 
above the surface and everywhere at 
times. The old court house fight is 
not ended yet. There are those in 
the city of Klamath Falls who would.

discredited, and either removed or re- 
jcalled, tear down the steel which has 
been thus far erected, and move it to 
the old site to be erected ¿hereon 
They would abandon all the work

200 tons at the rate of $25.76 per 
ton.
bids on that. In fact we did not ask 
for this. It cnnie submitted as a part 
of the original bld. We are pleased, 
however, that It was included, for the

We did not ask for any further

lave done that which any prudent and 
reasonable man would do, and have 
employed men who do know, and who 
will get ther «suits. As far as the 
county court is concerned, it must
make good. Tiiere must be construct- i which has been done in the new loca­
t'd a building with which no fault can tion to accomplish these ends. Of 
be found; qne that will stand; one course, it would be a great financial 
that will be a credit to you as the tax ; 
payers of Klamath county, and one , 
that will stand the test of time. We 
expect to live among you the rest of | 
our lives, and we want this building 
to be so constructed that It will never

loss to Klamath county, but that 
would not matter, for it would sub­
serve their own selfish ends, and I 
want to warn you that as the first offi­
cer of Klamath county, and as your

(Continued on Page 8)I
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