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 COVERNMENT

CONTROL NEEDED

CONSERVATION AN ISSUE OF NA-
TIONAL IMPORTANCE

COL LS SHOULD B LEASED

President Outlines His Policy Re-

specting Public 1
Respoct Power of States

ST. PAUL, Sept. 5.—In an address
before the National Conservation
congress now in session in St. Paul,
Minn., President Taft yesterday dis-
cussed at length the public domain of
tue United States, going into the vari-
ons phases of the question exten-
slvely. His address in part follows

Gentlemen of the National Conser
vation Congress—(Conservation as an
sconomie and political term has come
to mean the preservation of our

theréd are many settlers who have|land under this regulation has been | entry 2,820,000 acres of supposed oll
been led Into taking up lands with | $608, land in California; about 1,600,000
the hope and understanding of haviag The question which remalns to be'acres In Loulsiana, of which only
water furnished in a short time, who ' considered Is whoether the ulnlln;’, 6,600 wore known to be vacant un-
are left in a most distressing situa- [law for the sale of soft coal in the appropriated land; 76,000 acres In
tion. 1 recommended to eou;rculsrouud should continue in force 0r]()regnn and 174,000 ncres in Wyom-
that authority be given to the secre- | be repealod and a new method of dln-;lug. making a total of ~sariv 4,000 .
tary of the interior to lssue bonds In position adopted. Under the pros-| 000 acres,

anticipation of the assured earnings|ent law the absolute title in the coal| The needed oil and gas law is es-
by the projects, so that the projects beneath the surface passes to the sentlally a leasing law. In their nat-
worthy and feasible might be prompt- ' grantee of the government. The price  ural occurrence, oll and gas cannot
Iy completed, and the settlers might | fixed {s upon an estimated amount of | be measured in terms of acres, like
be relieved from their present incon- | the tons of coal per acre beneath the coal, and it follows that exclusive
venience and hardship. In aulhorit-‘lnrflm. and the prices are fixed so | title to these products can normally
ing the issue of these bonds congress  that the earnings will only be a rea-| be secured only after they reach the
limited the application of their pro- sonable profit upon the amount paid ; surface. Ol should be disposed of as
ceeds to those projects which a board Ein and the investment nocesasary. But, | a commodity in terms of barrels of

subject. The people should be shown
exactly what s needed In order that
they make thelr reprosentatives in
congress and the state leglslature do
their Intelligent bidding.
STATE GETH $247,000

FROM BALDWIN ENSTATTE

LOS ANGELES, Bept. 2.--Follow-
ing the completion of the appralsa)
of the estate of Ellas J. (Luecky)
Haldwin, It Is announced that the
state will receive from it the greatest
Inheritance tax ever pald Into the
troasury., The report of James H
Faulkner, special appraiser, has been

structed for that amount of money
They say that from December 18§,
1909, to August 26, 1910, 140 cars
of Hvestock and 11 cars of graln wore
abipped from that point. and during
the coming fall and winter sy that
200 ears more will be sent out. Fur
ther, they say that the people of Mor
rill ar dosirous of seeing & depot and
frelgle house at Midland, as they
claim It Is five milos nearer to haul
from Merrill to Midland than to
Klamath Falls, and that the roads are
much better

GERMAN COUNT IS THROWN

of army engineers to be appointed by
the president should examine and de-

completion. The board has been ap-
port.

the United States ought to aid in t* »
to the states or private owners, be-

cause, if drained, they would be ex-
ceedingly

such legisiation.

pointed and soon will make its re-|
| lands and acts as any landlord would,
Suggestions have been made that I!nd imposes conditions in Its lease would not be entering on an experi-
Illle those which are now imposed by
drainage of swamp lands belonging | the owners In fee of coal mines in the
' various coal regions of the East, then
|it would retain over the dlsposition
valuable for agriculture |©f the coal deposits a choice as to the
and comtribute to the goneral welfare | Assignee of the lease, a power of re-
by extending the area of cultivation. | Suming possession at the end of the
I deprecate the agitation in favor “[[tarm of lease, which might easily be  title to the land?
It is inviting the | framed to enable it to exercise a lim |
general government into contribution : ited but effective control in the dis | lation should be the exerclse of bene-

work, and the government parts with

ground.

matural resources for economical us¢ | from its treasury toward (.nu.,.prim‘poaillon and sale of the coal to the

S0 as to secure the greatest good to (hat should be conducted either b,-lpubllc_

It has been urged that the

the greatest number. Today we de- } private capital or at the instance of;lt\..lln‘ system has never been adopt-

sire to restrict and retain under pub- |

lie control the acquisition and use b

the state,

In theee days there is a
disposition to look too much to the|

ed in this country, and that Its adop-

tion would largely interfere with the!

the capitalists of our natural re- i federal government for everything. Investment of capital and the proper

0Urces.

The danger to the state and to the
people at large from the waste and
dissipation of our national wealth
is not one which quickly impressec
itself on the people of the older com
munities, because its most obviouns
instances do not occur in their neigh-
borhood, while in the newer part of
the country the sympathy with expan-
sion and development is so strong
that the danger is scoffed at or ig-
nored. Among scientiic men and
t*oughtful observers, however, the
danger has always been presemt; but
it needed some one to bring home the
crving need for a remedy of this evil
80 as to impress itself on the public
mind and lead to the formation of
public opinion and action by repre-
sentatives of the people. Theodore
Roosevelt took up this task in the
last two years of his second admin-
istration, and well did he perform it.

I am liheral in the construction of
the constitution with reference to
federal power; but I am firmly con-
vinced that the only safe course for
us to pursue is to hold fast to the
limitations of the constitution and to
regard as sacred the powers of the
states.

Mineral Lands

By mineral lands | mean those
lands bearing metals, or what are
called metalliferous minerals. The
rules of ownership and disposition of
these lands were first flxed by cus-
tom in the West, and then were em-
bodied im the law, and they have
worked, on the whole. so fairly well
that [ do not think it wise now to at-
tempt to change or better them. The
apex theory of tracing title to a lode
has led to much litigation and dis-
pute, and ought not to have become
the law, but it is so fixed and under-

As president of the United States stood now that the benefit to be
I have, as it were, inherited this pol- zained by a change is altogether out-

iev, and I rejoice in my heritage.
prize my high opportunity to do all
that an executive can do to help a
great people realize a great national
ambftion. For conservation is
tional. It affects every man of us,
every woman, every child. What I
can do in the cause [ shall do, not as

I weighed bv the inconvenience that

would attend the introduction of a
new svstem. 8o, too the proposal
for the government to lease such min-

na- aral lands and deposits and to impose

rovalties might bave been in the be-
ginning a good thing, but now that
most of tFe mineral land has been

president of a party but as president otterwise disposed of it would be

of the whole people.

Conservation Fardlvy worth while to assume Lhe em-

is not a question of politics or of fac- barrassment of a radleal change.

tions, or of persons. It is a question
that affects the vital welfare of all of
us—of ounr children and our chil-
dren’s children.

the beads of (1) agricultural lands;

Forest Lands
Nothing can be more important in

the matter of conservation than the
I shall divide my discussion under treatment of our forest lands.
was recognized by congress by an act

This

(2) mineral lands—that is, land con- authorizing the executive to reserve

ta'ning metalliferons minerals;
forest lands; (4) coal lands;
and gas lands; and (6) phosphate
lands.

I feel that it will conduce to a bet-

(3} from entry and set aside publie tim-
(5% oll ber lands as national forests,

Speak-
ing generally, there bas been re-

served of the existing forests about

70 per cent of all the timber lands of

ter understanding of the problems the government.

presented if | take up each class.

Agricultural Lands
There is no crying need for radical

We have, excluding Alaska forests,

a total of about 144,000,000 acres of

forests belonging to the government

reform in the methods of disposing of which is being treated in accord with
what are really agricultural lands. the principles of scientific forestry.

Tre present laws have worked well.
The enlarged homestead law has en-
couraged the successful farming of
lands in the semi-arid regions.

Then conservation of agricultural

The law now prohibits the reserva-

t'on of any more forest lands in Ore-
gon. Washington. Idaho, Montana,

Colorado and Wyoming except by act

nf congress. [ am Informed by the

lands is shown In the reclamation of department of agriculture that the

arid lands by irrigation, and I should |
| ber lands in these states which should

devote a few words to what the gov-
ernment bhas done and is doing In
this regard.

Reclamation

By the reclamation act a fund has
been created of the proceeds of the
public lands of the United States
with which to construet works for
storing great bodies of water at
proper altitudes, from which, by a
suitable system of canals and ditches,
the water is to be distributed over
the arid and subarid lands of the
government to be sold to settlers at a
price sufficlent to pay for the im-
provements. Primarily, the prolects
are and must be for the Improvement
of public lands. [Inridentally, where
private land is also within the reach
of the water supply, the furnishing
at cost or profit of this water to pri-
vate owners by the government Is
held by the Federal Court of Ap-
peals not to be a usurpation of power.
But certaliniy this ought not to be
done except from surplus water, not
needed for government land.

The total sum already accumulated
in the reclamation fund is $680,273 -
2658.22, and of that all but $6,491,-
966.34 bas been expended. It be-
came very clear to congress at its last
segsion, from the statements made by
experts, that these projacts could not
be promptly completed with the bal-
ance remaining om hand or with
funds likely to accrue in the near
future. It was found, moreover, that

government owns other tracts of tim-

be included In the forest reserves. |
expect to recommend to congress that
the limitation herein Imposed shall
be repealed.

In the present forest res»rves there
are lands which are not properly for-
est land and which oug*t to be sub-
ject to homestead entrv. This has
caused some local irritation. We are
carefully eliminating such lands from
forest reserves or where their elimi-
nation is not practicable, listing them
for entry under the forest homestead
act. Congress ought to trust the ex-
ecutive to use the power of regerva-
tion only with respect to land cov-
ered by timber or which will be use-
ful in the plan of reforestation.

Coal Lands

The next subject, and one most im-
portant for our consideration, iz the
dlsposition of the coal lands in the
United States and in Alaska.

Under the laws providing for the
disposition of coal lands, the min-
imum price at which lands are per-
mitted to be sold is $10 an acre; but
the secretary of the Interior has the
power to fix A maximum price and to
sell at that price. Under the new reg-
viations, adopted April 10, 1909, the
maximum price was Increased to $300
except in regions where there are
large mines, where no maximum limit
18 fixed and the price is determined
by the estimated tons of coal to the
acre. The higheet price fixed for any

development and opening up of the
coal resources I venture to differ
entirely from this view. My inves-
tigations show that many owners of
mining property of this country do
not mine it themselves, and do not In-
vest their money in the plants neces-
gary for the mining; but they lease
their properties for a term of years
varying from twenty to. thirty and
forty years, under cunditions requir-
ing the erection of a proper plant and
the investment of a certain amount
of money in the development of the
mines, and fixing a rental and a royal-
Ly, sometimes an absolute figure and
sometimes one proportioned to the
market value of the coal. Under this
latter method the owner of the mine
shares in the prosperity of his leasees
when coal is high and the profits
good, and also sharee to some extent
in their disappointment when the
price of coal falls. ‘

1 have looked with some care into
a report made at the Instance of
President Roosevelt upon the disposi-
tion of coal lands In Australia, Tas-
mania and New Zealand. These are
pecullarly mining countries, and their
experience ought to be the most wal-
uable. In all these countries the
method for the dispositicn and open-
ing of coal mines orig'nally owned by
the government Ils by granting lease-
hold, and not by granting an absolute
title. The terms of the leases run all
the way from twenty to fifty years,
while the amount of land which may
be leased to any individual there Is
from 320 acres to 2,000 acres. It
appears that a full examination was
made and the opinions of all the lead-
ing experts on the subject were solle-
ited and given, and that with one ac-
cord they approved In all respacts the
leasing system. Its success ls abun-
dantly shown. It is possible that at
first considerable latitude will have
to be given to the executive in draft-
ing these forms of lease, hut as soon
as experiment shall show which is the
most workable and practicable its
use should be provided for specificallv
by statute,

The change from the absolute
grant to the leasing system w'll in-
volve a good deal of trouble in the
outset, and the tralning of experts In
the matter of making pruper leases;
but the change w'li be a good one and
can be made. The ctange is In the
interest of conservation, and [ am
glad to approve it.

Alaska Coal Lands

The investigations of the geologleal
survey shov that the coal properties
in Alaska cover about 1200 square
miles, and that there are kncwn to
be available about 15,000,000,000
tons.

In my judgment It Is essential in
the proper development of Alaska
that these coal lands should be open-
ed, and that the Pacific slope should
be given the bencfit of the compara-
tively cheap coal of fine quality which
can be furnished at a reasonable price
from these flelds; but the publie,
through the government, ought cer-
tainly to retain a wise control and
interest In these coal deposits, and 1
think it may do so safely If congress
will authorize the granting of leases,
as already suggested for government
coal lands In the United Btates, with
provigions forbldding the transfer of
the leases except with the consent of
the government, thus preventing their
acquisition by a combination or mo-
ropoly and upon limitations as to the
area to be included in any one lease
to one Individual and at a certaln
moderate rental, with royalties upon
the coal mined proportioned to the
market value of the coal either at
Seattle or Ban Francisco.

Ol and Gas Lands

In the last administration there
were withdrawn from agricultural

of course this is more or lesa gueas-

| transportable product rather than in
| acres of real estate This s, of

termine to be feasible and worthy of |the ownership of the coal in the | course, the reason for the practically

{universal adoption of the leasing sys-

If the government leasea the ml_’lem wherever oll land is in private

ownership. The goverament thus
ment, but simply putting into effect a
plan successfully operated in private
contracts. Why should not the gov-
ernment as a land owner deal directly
with the ofl producer rather than
through the intervention of a middle-

man to whom the government glves
The principal feature of such legis-

'ficlal control rather than the collec-

tion of revenue.

| Phosphate Lands
Phoaphorus i{s on. of the threo es-

sentials to plant growth, the other

eloments being nitrogen and potash
Of these three, phosphorus s by all
odds the ‘scarcest element in nature
It is casily eviracted In useful form |
from the phosphate rock., and lllni
United States contalns the greatest!
known deposits of this rock in the!
world i

During this administration there |
Lhas been withdrawn and classified |
437 000 acres, so that today lhc-r--:r
is classified as phosphate-rock land
2.116,00 acres. This rock Is most |
Iimportant in the composition of fer- |
tilizers to Improve the soil, and a=
the future is cerfaln *oa'a Aan |
enormous dem==® & ro=gfiout this|
country for fertilization, the value of |
the publie of such deposits as these |
can hardly be exaggerated. Cortalin- |
ly with respect to these deposits a|
careful policy of conservation should
be followed. Half of tte phosphate
of the rock that is mined In private
fields In the United States Is export- |
ed. As our farming methods grow |
better the demand for the nhmnhlln-'
will become greater, and It must hoi
arranged so that the supply shall
equal the needs of the country. |

A law that would provide a leas |
ing svstem for the phosp! ate depos. |
its, together with a3 provision for the
separation of the =arface andt m'n
eral rights as 1a elread®™ r rovided for
in the case of coal, would seem to
meet the need of promoting the d-.

'prntmtu-d to the state rallroad com-

lled In the probate court, and shows FROM HORSE AND KILLND

the estate to conslst of $11,138 na—
SUREL In real estate and $349.342.72 | Lost His Money After he came Heeo
in personal property and Worked as a Model in a
After deducting from this $4,138,. Clothing Storo
272.61, which Is the amount of mort- ———
gage on the property, the total value LOS ANOELES, Sept. 2 -Count
of the estate In $7,360,038.36. August Schoffelsky de Mukadel de
Judge Rives has ordered the ex-|Custelane SBeymour of Germany was
ecutor of the estate, H. A, Unruh, to|inrown from l)wrm here this morn-
pay the state $247,000 Inheritance | (ne and his skiill was fractured. He
tax, which is sald to be the largest tax | wii1 die. He camo to America some
of the kind by §100 000 ever pald In | yyme ago, and lost all bis monoy, He
Callfornia then worked as a model, dlaplaying
men's clothes o a retall ostablish
MIDLAND PEOPLE OIMECT ment heroe
TO THE S5, P. DEFOT

Tell the State Rallroad Commission
That the $410 Shed and Plat.
form Will Not Do

BICYCLES

For an up-to-date wheel, get
a Rambler, on sale at the GUN

SALEM, Sept. 1
land, on the Southern

People of Mid-
Pacifie, have

misslon to the rallroad's plan to STORE. For wsala or rent
erect a platform and shed at that lents to rent. Gune. We carry
a full line of Sporting Goods

point for depet purposes, stating they
dewire facilitios at loast as good as
those located at Dorris

The SBouthern Pacific agreed to con-
struct at a cost of $410 a shed and |
platform, but Midland people state
that nothing reapectable may be con- |

THE GUN STORE
J. B CHAMBERS

MasonN &« SLouGgH
ABSTRACTERS

A choilce line of inveat-
ments thhant wswill minke
the purcghaser money

| ands
Ranches

City Property
| Farm Mortgages

VASON & SLOUGH

velopment of these doposits and thelr P9 SS299%% 949 %4999 % 49990 449999 90%4%S

, utilization In the agricultural lands |

of the Wesat. If It I4 thought desir. |
able to discourage tte exportation of
phosphate rock and the saving of It |
for our own lands, this purpose could .
be accomplished by conditions in the
lease granted by the government to|
its lessees.
Water Power Sites

The subject is one tha* ecalls for'
new legisiation. It has béen thought |
that there was danger of combination '
to obtain possession of all the power
sites and to unite them under one
control. Wtat ever the evidence of
this, or lack of it, at present we have |
had enough experience to know that |
combination would be profitable, and |
the control of a great number of!
power sites would enable the holders}
or owners to ralse the price of power
at will within certaln sectlons; lndl
the temptation would promptly at-
tract Investors and the danger of
monopoiv would not be a remote one.

However this mav be, it (s the
plain duty of the government to see
to 't that in the utilization and de-
velopment of all this Immense
amount of water power, conditions
shall be Imposed that will prevent
monopoly, and will prevent extor-
tionat# charges, which are the accom-
paniment of monopoly.

It Is contended that through Its'
mere proprietary right In the site,
the central government has no power
to attempt to exercise police juris-
dictlon with reference to how the
water power in a river owned and

4
o
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controlled by the state shall be used,
end that it is a violation of the statés
rights. [ question the valldity of this
objection. The government may im-

pose any conditions that it chooses |

in its lease of its own property, even
though it may have the same pur-
pose, and in effect aceomplish just
what the state would accomplish by
the exercise of its sovereignty.

I beg of you, therefore, In your
deliberations and in your Informal

discussions, when men come forward |

to suggest evils that the promotion
of conservation Is to remedy that
you Invite them to point out the spe-
cific evils and the specific remedies;
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