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For The Term of His Natural Life

By MARCUS CLARKE

CHAPTER 11L—(Continuned.)
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asked Blunt, watching r “I dom't
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of those ruMans ‘tween deck than in
her keeping, If 1I'd Qone her an
I don’t believe she'd think much of stic
Ing & man, either. But 1 must go
deck, doctor.”

Pine followed him more slowly. *I1
don't pretend to know much about wom
en,” he maid to himself. *“But that girl
got a story of her own, or I'm much
taken. What brings her on board
ship as a lady's maid m
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“You are going to fall In love with a
girl of nineteen.™

“Whe is that?

“Myself!" sb
band and smiling at
red lips,

“l believe yonm
*“] am half in |

“That is your i
as the bhead of Mr. Frere ap
the companion, Hlunt walke feel-
Ing considerably bewildered, and yet not
displeased.

“She's a

are

ve with

fine girl!” he sald, cocking

his cap, “and I'm hanged if she ain't
sweet vpon me."
And then the old fellow began to

whistle softly to himself as he paced the
deck, and to glance toward the man, who
bhad taken his place, with no friendly
eves, But a sort of shame held him as
yet, and he kept aloof. Mgurice Frere's
greeting was short e h.

“Well, Barah,” he said, “have you got
cut of your temper?”’

m
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“What did » strike the man for?
He did you oo harm.”

“He was out of his place What
business had he ne
must keep Lhese

they w
es? Do you think
a ship, Mr. Mauri
do aga the s
soldlers.

“You are a strange girl; I can't
gou out. Come,” he took h
“tell me what you are really.”

“Lady’s mald in the family of a gen- |,
tleman going abroad.”

“Sarah, can't you be serious?"’

“] am serious. That was the adver-

tisement I answered.”

“But 1 mean what you have been
You were not a lads’s mald all your
life. Have no friends? What
bave you heen?

She looked up Into the yvoung man's
face—a little less harsh at that moment
than It was wont to be—and,
eloser to him, whispered

“Idp you love me, Maurice?

He raised ooe of the little hands that
rested on the taffrail, and, under Yar
of the darkness, kissed it

“You know 1 do,”" he said “Yon
may be a lady's maid, or what you like

but you are the loveliest woman [ ever

wet.”

“Then, If you love me, what does It
matter "’

“If you loved me, you wounld tell
me,” sald he, with a quickyness which
surprised himself.

“Hut 1 have nothing to tell, and 1

don't love you—yet.”

He let her hand fall with an impa
tient gesture; and at that moment Blunt,
who could restrain himself no longer,
eame up.

“Fine night, Mr. Frere.”

“Yes, fine enough”

Just then, from out of the violet haze
that hung over the horizon, a strange
glow of light broke.

“Halloo!" cries Frere. *“Did you see
that? A flash of light ™

They strained thelr eyes to plerce
throagh the obscurity,

“YHest saw something like It hefore

dinser. There must be thunder in the

air"”
At that Instant a thin streak of light

shot up, and then sunk again, There
was no mistaking it this time, and a
slmultaneons exclamation burst from all
»n deck. From out of the gloom which
Yung over the horizon rose a column of
flame that lighted up the night for an
fustant, and then sunk, leaving a dull
21 spark upon the water.
“It's a ship on fire!" cried Frere.
CHAPTER 1V,
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“Well, I want to go In.”

“Don't ask me, miss., It's sagalost or
ders, and .

She turned away., “Oh, very well. If
this is all the thanks I get for wasting
my time down here, | shall go on deck
again. Mr. Frere let we go in, I
dare say, if | ask -

“Go In if yer like; I won't stop yer,

but remember what I'm doin’® of."

Bhe turned again at the foot of the
ladder, and came quickly back. *“That's |
a good lad. I knew you would not re
fuse me;"” and smiling at the poor lout
she was befooling, she passed luto the
cabin,

Thera was no lantern, and from the
partially blocked = windows ecame
only a dim vaporous The dull rip
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t y of the sen, made a 3!
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began to mutter. Barah Purfoy paused
in the doorway to listen, but she could

make nothing of the low, uneasy mur
muring. Raising ber arm, consplcuous
by its white sleeve in the gloom, she
beckoned Miles,

*“T'he lantern,’” she whispered—"bring
me the lantern.

He unhooked It from the rope where
it awung, and brought It toward her.
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A Diseriminating Intelligence,
- 8 a wonderfully inteliigent
dog of Hardupp's.”
“What can he do?”
“Why, he bit three bill eoll
last week."—Cleveland Plaln Des
The Heason,
ny v house,"” mald he;
r DOW No more—
at first—we have found
That the man is a bachelor,

—leveland Leader,

Making light for Them,

“There's a fellow who makes light
of his financial troubles.”

“How's that?”

“Why, when his bills come In he
burns them.'—Cleviand Plaln Dealer
Mean Thing.

Susle—Just think! Tom mays there
isn't a girl ln town with a complexion

ke mine

Lucle—Isn‘t he the knocker ?—Clevs
land Leader

Why He Ia.

Blggs—Young Authorton seems to be
rather a smart chap

IMggs—XNo wonder. The eriticlams

of hls new book are enough to make
him smart.
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