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SAFEST MATERTALS.

LESSONS OF VALUE FROM THE
BIG BALTIMORE FIRE -

Proper Oonstruetion of Great Bulld«
lngs Ascertained by Committes
ol Experts—Facts for

Bullders. ¢
One of the standing commitiees of
the National Fire Protection assncls
tion devotes (e attention 0 thosd
features of construction which sre best
teslgned to check the progress of @
conflagr n Immediataly after the
Baltl re dlanster of February last
reports th New York Tribone, thie-
nmittes antered upon an elaborite
0y gation of the damaged property,
with a view to ob'sining such fresh In-
formation &8 t b affurded there
y
It was 1 t a report wold be
ready y ng or early snmmer
Fer » I8 Appearauce wWas
telaves i Eer The document
WAS | r | A few daym MO,
In =g f s A s the opinlons
1 r | w prove of !mmense
\ surin men, Archilects,
W s of larg Idtngs and to those
m Mecers who Kave occanion
to st - si .t sials of dre reslsiive
rOra n
Tt n wad compowed of 12
well rvn experts, and In the pers
furmanecs of special task had the
Assistance of fonr others 8o anth oed-
tative an expreasion as that of these
men has nol appearsd before ln many
years. Perhaps it ls without precededt
since the era of steel frame bulidicge
opened
Tha fArst tople treated in the “efl
" £ the ommittee I8 the
y for sultably shielding the
me a lummns, tloor beams and other
Ll and ircn ra of & modern
atr - The mmittee aflirms 0
positive roas that pothing serves o
eTect] AS We burned brick, leld
In cement mortar. Hollow tile lack
pin ty ey do not stay in place;
they are also pere bly affocted by
seviere he Plaster blocks are pro-
oo fe F to terra cotlia
He r insatisfactory #rf
floor a I re for & variety
A reasons times the arches had
‘oo wide a span o Insure strength
Sometimes they were not properly
werlald with eat Often the low-
o layer of the tile—teechr Ily known
8 the web—would break under in«
tense heat and thos weaken the rest

o the tile
Alm
f the

*t invariably the
the floors »*
Inadequately
of envering
sed me*al
defective be-
-projections from
broke and re-
On the whole, for
arch construction cement “seemed to
stand up well” ueh It wae Dot
extensively used In Baltimore

For exterior walls, those n froft
and rear nothine has hean found thas

lower fla~pae
wnd

fir-

beams In
r had
Ine
Sawause |t was
lips Another
‘ausa the skew
the adjacent arch
ased t} rden

hean

ted ( form fa
held by exg
proved
ha~ks
tlle

wly

b

alth

s comparable with good brick. Stons
suffers much more from fire On the
ides aleo the walls ahould he of hrick
wnd thick enough to stand alone If tte
wdjoiniag buildires eollapse. Even i3
partiti~rs tarra cotta, plaster blocks
and metal lath proved unsatisfactory

Thecor ittee qualified |ta disapprow-
al by limiting the samé {6 the present
method's of emploving these materiala

The best type
Baltimore filre was

of partition tested in tha
one compoaed o

ve-inch tile, but the Ilafter usua!ly
hecame loosened, and hence ceased t0
20 much rood. Theé significance of

of the report is enhanced by
ent of the eommM-
proper svhdivision

this part
an additic
stee relative

mal comm

to the

o large floor spaces, llke those In o
2op nent store It declares that
without a sufficient number of Interins
barriers the contents of & “firé resist-
ive” bullding are scarcely safer than
In ome of the most careless eonstrue-
tion

In the formu'ation of fts report the
sommittee of the National Fire Pro-

ion association has rendered an

important service to the country

The Wedding Ring Finger.

The wedding ring was placed on the
eft hand, as nearest the heart, and om
he fourth finget bhecmuse that finger
was supposed (o have M8 own “private
wire™ (in the shape of a delicate nerve)
to the heart That finger, too, was

‘alled the medicine finger, and the be-
llef was that by virtue of the Hitle
It ecould de‘sct a danperors
if simply Inserted in the liqu'd,
that belief the {dea that weddirg
the rings worn on that Anger-

m( sm clal eurative gqualities had ity
To this day wedding rings are
.\u-r an obstinate sty oo ap
London Chroniele

rErYe
20is0n
From
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an.:l -

lny.

“This,” =ald the man with !H?h!ne
nose and the red ears, pulling his eo!
lar closer about his ears, “is a rexular
May wealher we are having, fsn't

“May weather® asked the man with
the froated finrers, e'-z"wim: hh rmt
to get them warm. “"Mayv weather?

“Yea. It may siow and it m\_\ not.”
From that jonstant things grew warm-

#r In that nelghbothood —Chlecago
Tribune
Insultine

Jinke—That man Bianks (s an losult-
ing pup

Bpinks—What's the tronhla®

"Why I said to him ‘How much &
pian owes to his friends!' ™

Y e

“And he sald: ‘Yos—some do' It

wain't so mueh what he said as the
way he sald if, and the way he looked
st me, confound him!—Cleveland
Leader ¥

No Vote Necessary
“Alag!"” sighed Miss Strungmind.
cAnDOL vOoie™"
“Neither can my wife.”
Maekerton., “but that doesn’t pieveut
her from being the boss, jest the value.”

r.‘

~Lhicago Dally News -
Not SBusceptit’e. -
Patient—Are you afi | of the jellow
’ -——

peril?

Doector—=No, |
the oniy ones Luat ace catching (L~
woit Fice Press

fsed, T.o Ruas'an.* =7
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