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ecape taxation, many would not be
compelled to pay as much taxes as
shey do now. Many frankly admit
that they stretch their conscience
somewhat in giving in a list of prop-
erty to the assessor, and that they
aim to omit from their list as much
yroperty as their neighbor, zccording
to custom, will omit from his assess-
ment. . That they would cheerfully
" Vst all their property at its true cash
*_§ value if all other property were assess-
€1 in the same wanner. That they
desire to bear their jast proportion of
the public expense, but, under the
present practice, if they listed their
pioperty fairly, they would be comn-
pelled to pay more than theia just
f#hare. That while they are wiiling
1o do their part toward the payment
of taxes yet they are determined to
do no more. We find the people
tnanimous in the desire for good gov-
ernment, and that they are willing to
pay their just proportion for its main-
fepanes.

This notorious usage of “tax dodg-
ing" has become a most virulent ulecer
nipon our body politie.  An Oregon
tax-roll is the eighth great wonder of
the world. 1ts study proves to one
that conscience has been often dis-
earded, and that many must surely
trust that their Maker on that final
day of judgment incasting up the fin-
al account of their degds done on this
earth will forget W scan these tax-
rolls. The reckless mauner in which
the properties owned are forgotten by
many when the assessor calls on them
#s remarkable.  While iv i true that
people know quite generally that
there is habitoual evasion of the assess-

nent laws to a certain  degree, yet
few have but a faint conception of

the extent to which this prm‘flceis
carried, unless they personally exam-

. Ine the tax-reils.
If newspapers of each county would
publish a list of each taxpayer's prop-
, A8 given to the fassessor, it
strike many a good and well
citizen with ecosternation,
we would find that the tax-roll of
next year would be increased many-
fold grer that ef our present year.
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